What’s Happening In The Heavenly Realms?
2 Kings 6:12-17

1) Warm up: Thinking back to the time before you began to walk with Christ, share with us an instance where you were so blind to the reality of spiritual things. (To be shared if you know all the people are walking with Christ).
2) Warm up: Share a time when a friend or relative, maybe even yourself, could not see where you were going.  What did you do?
2 Kings 6:8-18
Elisha Traps Blinded Arameans 
8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, "I will set up my camp in such and such a place." 
9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: "Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there." 10 So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places. 
11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, "Will you not tell me which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?" 
12 "None of us, my lord the king," said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom." 
13 "Go, find out where he is," the king ordered, "so I can send men and capture him." The report came back: "He is in Dothan." 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 
15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the servant asked. 
16 "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 
17 And Elisha prayed, "O LORD , open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD , "Strike these people with blindness." So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.
1) When we are blind to the strategies of the enemy, intimidation is easier for him.
1. What was the King of Aram (Ben Hadad) getting so frustrated about?

2. Why would the king of Aram want to capture Elisha? (v.13). (A gifted man like Elisha would be a great tool in Ben Hadad’s desire to rule and reign over the entire area, I’m sure he wanted to either kill him or capture him and use his gift).
3. The Servant of Elisha was spiritually blind to the forces that were with them.  He said "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" What situations are you confronting that are intimidating to you?”
4. How do you and I keep our spiritual eyes open to God’s perspective? (The bible, spiritual friends, counselors, prayer, God giving us supernatural insight, gifts of the Spirit, i.e. discerning of spirits, etc) 
2) Spiritual blindness keeps people captive to fortress satan.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:4
”The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
5. In the above passage of scripture what do you see as the main reason those around us are not yet receiving the message of Christ?
6. In what way does satan blind the minds of unbelievers? Give examples.  (Television promoting a secular worldview, spiritual bonds that are unseen, demons that sow thoughts of ridicule into the mind, etc).
7. What do you think the enemy fears more than anything in the battle we are in with spiritual forces? (People that will give themselves to prayer, honesty and intimacy with the father.  Forgiveness between brothers.  The church arising to know who they are in Christ, the church moving in the gifts of God, the church becoming aware of their weakness and calling upon God’s strength, etc).
3) Spiritual Blindness can only be overcome through ardent intercessory prayer
Read together Colossians 4:12
”Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.”
The Greek word that is translated wrestling here in this passage is Agonizomai, we get the English word agony from it.  It was used in the Greek language to refer to a contest, conflict.  To fight in a contest, struggle in competition, engage in a dreadful battle, or strenuously endeavor.  The notion of overcoming or defeating an opponent is often prominent; the word envisions combatants pitted against each other fighting for victory. (Key Word Study Bible, New Testament Lexical Aids, Page 1575)
8. Why would scripture use this word to describe Epaphras’ prayer life?
9. Do you think, as a result of this study, that there are friends, relatives or small group members of yours that are being held captive by the enemy?                  
2 Timothy 2:25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.
Pray for those in our groups or friends or relatives that are caught in the trap of the devil.

The gates of fortress satan will be broken down by the Church

Matthew 16:18
And I tell you that you are Peter,[ 16:18 Peter means rock.] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[ 16:18 Or hell] (gates speak of enemy defenses, the church needs to go on the attack to release people from satan’s prisons) will not overcome it.[ 16:18 Or not prove stronger than it]

Ephesians 6:10-12

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

2 Corinthians 10
4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

