The Unseen Battle 
Ephesians 6:10-18
Warm up: 
1)  If you could be in the skin of any warrior from history who would you choose? 

2)  Share a story with us of a brush with the unseen world. (angel, demonic, séance, ghost, etc.

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints (Ephesians 6:10-18).

1) In our cartoons on TV we have seen the devil pictured as a little imp.  Why would Paul approach this topic of the Unseen Battle with verse 10?

Michael Green once said:  “Like any general who can persuade the opposition to underestimate him, satan…. Must be enchanted at the present state of affairs which leaves him free to operate with the maximum of ease and efficiency, confident that nobody takes him seriously.  The more he can do to encourage this doubt of his existence, the better.  The more he can blind people’s minds to the true state of affairs, the better his aims are furthered.”

2)  The word schemes in 6:11 comes from the Greek word methodeia from where we get our English word method.  The Greek word is in the plural form.  What has  been the enemy’s methods or schemes for undermining you?  

3)  How would you describe our enemy when you look at verse 12?

4)  At the beginning of verse 12, Paul uses the word struggle or wrestle, the word in Greek is pale.  Thayer notes that beginning with Homer this word was used the describe “a contest between two in which each endeavors to throw the other, and which is decided when the victor is able to press and hold down his opponent.  Why would Paul use such a word to describe a spiritual battle?
5)  What have you been struggling against lately?
6) Without looking again at your bible, what defensive and offensive things did you notice from this passage? 

7)  How does one put on an unseen armor? How can this passage be worked out in our daily lives?
8)  From what you see in this passage, what can you reasonably expect in life if you do not obey the command in verse 10?

