The Spirit’s Power

1 Corinthians 1:26-2:1-5


Warm-Up Question: (Maximum of 2 minutes only)
1. What is something that you did over the holidays that you really enjoyed?
2. Did anyone set any goals for the New Year that they would like to share?

3. Has anyone had a time, which they would be willing to share, when they were so afraid that they were shaking or trembling from the fear?
1 Corinthians 1:26-31.
26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things -- and the things that are not -- to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.

It is worth noting that Paul had come to Corinth from Athens.  It was at Athens that for the only time in his life, as far as we know, he had attempted to reduce Christianity to philosophical terms.  There, on Mars’ Hill, he had met the philosophers and had tried to speak in their own language (Acts 17:22-31); and it was there that he had one of his very few failures.  His sermon in terms of philosophy had had very little effect (Acts 17:32-34).  It would almost seem that he has said to himself, “Never Again! From henceforth I will tell the story of Jesus in utter simplicity.  I will never again try to wrap it up in human categories; I will know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him upon the Cross.” (William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible)
Discussion Questions:

1) What do you think Paul was trying to get the Corinthians to understand in this first part of this passage? (1 Corinthians 1:26-31)
2) Why would God choose the weak things of the world to shame the strong?
3) Verse 2 talks of Paul’s resolve.  What stands out to you about it and what can we learn from it?
4) Paul’s message and preaching were supported by a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.  The word demonstrated used in verse 4 is the word for the most stringent possible proof, the kind against which there can be no argument.  What do you think this demonstration of the Spirit’s power was?

5) If Paul’s effectiveness was due to a demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit’s power, what can we do to operate in the Spirit’s power to become more effective in what we are doing?

6) If you could ask Jesus for one thing in the light of what you have learned tonight, what would that one thing be?
