The Sifting of Peter

Luke 22:31-34

Warm-up Question

Share a time in your life when God answered a prayer or share a prayer that you would most like answered.

Read Luke 22:31-34

Introduction

The context of this passage is the Last Supper where the disciples, sitting around the table of the Lord, are having a dispute over which of them was considered the greatest (Luke 22:24).  After sharing with them his thoughts on servant leadership, He focuses on their spiritual needs and how He has served them by praying for them. 

1) Jesus tells Peter that satan desires to sift him as wheat.  What image does that conjure up in your mind?  How can we interpret the sifting process?

2) It seems obvious from the text that satan was given permission from God to “sift” Peter.  What result do you think satan was after and what reasons could you see as to why God allowed this test?

3) Have you ever felt that you were being sifted, if so what were the results?

4) Some people say that prayer has no value to change a situation.  They say, “Kay Sera, Sera, whatever will be will be” Any value in prayer is just psychological, it just makes the person praying feel better.  What would you say to that?

5) What do you think would motivate you to pray and trust God more than you do now?

6) What do you think was Peter’s weakness that the Lord allowed the enemy to challenge?

7) Share one area of your life that is a weakness that you would like prayer on. 

Time should not be allowed to slip by without prayer.  The study of this passage introduces us to prayer.  Prayer is the Main Course not the dessert.  Spend at least 45 minutes sitting each person that would like to into a chair in the middle of the room.  Invite the group to lay hands on them asking the Lord to strengthen their weaknesses. The leader may want to invite people to share words or scriptures that come in the prayer time (the leader should look to the entire group, inviting them to pray and step out of the boat to minister in the power of the Spirit). 

