The Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19-31
Warm-up question:  What are you looking forward to the most about heaven?

Alternative Warm-up: If you could interview somebody who had died, who would you interview?
Read Luke 16:19-31.

Nowhere in the passage does it mention that this is a parable.  Parables usually have no names.  This seems to be a true story of the destinies of two very different men and where they went upon death.
1) How is the Rich man described?

2) How is Lazarus described?
3) Is it a sin to be rich? Does a person that is poor go to heaven because he or she is poor? If not, then what was the sin that sent the rich man to hell?
4) What do you think kept the rich man from faith, resulting in his condemnation? Could it be his contentment without God? It is possible that he never noticed or cared about Lazarus.  He seems to have had the notion that it was perfectly normal and natural that Lazarus should lie in pain while he wallowed in luxury.  He looked at a fellow man, hungry and in pain, and did nothing about it.

5) Some say that when death comes, the real you, your spirit, goes into a soul sleep where nothing is experienced at all, you are not conscious at all.  What things do you see in this passage that teaches differently to that?

6) Why did he now seem so concerned about his brothers still on Earth?

7) How can we change the destinies of many that are currently without hope and without God in the world?
Take time for each of the people to think of three people that they would like to pray for as a group, and then finish with prayer for the individuals.
