The Parable of the Talents

Matthew 25:14-30
Warm-up question, use either one.

1) Go around each person and, as a group; affirm what gifts and talents we see in that person (15 minutes).  If the group has not been together for sometime, question 1 would probably not be the best. 

2) If you could go back in a time machine with thousands of dollars worth of gold coins and knowledge that you have gained about the events leading up to the present year, how would you invest the money and then come back to get a return on your investment? (15 minutes)

Read Matthew 25:14-30.  Pray over the study that God would use the passage to challenge our hearts concerning stewardship.

The Parable of the Talents 

14"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents[1] of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
19"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 
21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
22"The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 
23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
24"Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 
26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 
28" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

Introduction

In this passage that we will be looking at, the words that come up most often are the words ‘master’ and ‘servant.’  The Parable of the Talents is taught in the context of two whole chapters about the time of the end.  The Greek word that is translated ‘servant’ is the word ‘Doulos.’ In the New Testament, ‘Doulos’ was used to describe a slave who was subject to the will of the owner or ‘master’ of the house. They were the property of the owner and only death could release them from their master’s disposal.  Most slaves were bought and sold as property.  Slaves who were given a wife and had children by her were the property of the master.  It is said that at the time of Christ, half of the population of the Roman Empire were slaves, subject to their master’s will.  Nowadays, a servant is paid wages and can resign any time they want but not so in Biblical times.  A talent in Biblical times was a unit of weight sometimes in Gold but mostly in silver.  Eugene Peterson in his up to date translation “The Message” puts a Talent at around one thousand dollars.  

There are three parts to the Parable A) The trust committed to the bondservants.  B) The management and investment of the master’s money.  C) The calling to account of the servants.

A) The trust committed to the bondservants (You will need to pick only the most important questions that will relate to your group).

1. Who do the master and servants represent?
2. What things has He entrusted to you and I?
3. Why does the Lord add the phrase “each according to his ability” to verse 15? (The Greek word Dunamin is used, meaning strength or inner resources given by God).
4. If you could ask the Father for any one or two gifts, what would they be?

5. When you are making financial decisions, what are the values that influence the choices you make?

B) The management and investment of the master’s money.

7) What examples can you think of concerning putting money, time, energy, gifts or talents to work for the advancement of the Kingdom of God?

8) Share an instance of how you felt when you used a gift or talent that God had given.

9) Why do you think the master became angry with the servant who hid his talent?

C) The Calling to account of the servants

10) When the master was taking account of the servant’s stewardship of his property, what do you think he was looking for?

11) How does the reward compare with what was entrusted (verses 21 & 22)

12) It is possible that the master was testing his servants as to their diligence and faithfulness during the time he was away.  If that is so, what can we learn from it?

13) Why do you think the master became angry with the servant who hid his talent?

14) Whose property was it at the beginning, and whose property was it when the master returned from his journey?

15) What do the words of the wicked, lazy servant reveal about him?
Notes to Help the Study
A Plan for a two hour meeting on Matthew 25:14-30
7.00pm People arrive

7.05 Call people to take their seats, as we’re about to start.

7.06 Start warm up question from the top of the Bible Study.  Allow for 15 minutes depending on the amount of people present.

7.21 Have a CD with two songs that last around 10-15 minutes.  Or have one song on the CD and one on a cassette tape.

7.35 Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.  Pray, asking the Lord to come and forgive us our sins and shortcomings as we take a minute to inwardly examine ourselves, that we might receive strength, vitality and renewed Grace to help any needs that we might have.

7.40 Have a small piece of bread (perhaps a hot dog bun or a roll) on a plate and break the bread it into pieces, passing the bread (after eating a piece yourself, thereby modeling to them what to do).  State to the person as you pass the plate of bread “the body of Christ, broken for you”

7.43 Take the glass with, (perhaps Welch’s grape juice) the juice or alcohol free wine.  Pray again, saying “thank you Father, for the precious blood of Christ shed for us from the foundation of the world to make us clean and forgiven of Sin.” Drink yourself first, to model it to the people and then pass the juice in the same direction the bread was passed.

7.50 Ask if they have any situations in their lives and how they have been doing the last couple of weeks.  Do they have any difficulties or stories of God’s provision encouragement or blessing that they would like to share?

8.0 Start the Bible Study by reading Matthew 25:14-30 (You should have already done the warm-up question).

8.40 or 8.45, Be drawing the Bible Study to a close.  Break up into groups of three or at the most four.  Pray for one another concerning their desire to move in whatever gift they mentioned in question 5 of the Bible Study.  Pray for any that do not yet know what their gift or Talent is.

9.00    Formally close the group asking God’s blessing on the people.
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