The Healing of a Boy With an Evil Spirit

Mark 9:14-29
What area in your life do you feel falls short in terms of living the Christian life?

Read Mark 9:14-29
What do you think the teachers of the law were arguing with the disciples about?

This man had brought his son to Jesus, but when Jesus was not available he had asked the disciples if they would cast out the demon.

Verse 19 sounds different from the Jesus we know, share your thoughts on this verse. 

1)  How do you think He said it? 

2)  What is it that Jesus is so passionate about?
It seems to be despair over the fact that the disciples were having a hard time moving in the power of the Spirit.  Perhaps there was a sense of frustration over the fact that He is preparing them for being without him, and that they are not learning the things He wants them to grasp to be able to minister without His physical presence being there.

Let’s think of the context of where He is at with the training of the twelve.

1) By this time he has trained the twelve and sent them out in teams of two.

2) He has trained them to preach and do the Works of the Father, namely healing the sick and the casting out of demons.

3) They have been with him at the feeding of the 5000 and the 4000 when he expected them to do it, he had said “you give them something to eat.”
4) He is at a point in His training of them where He wants to multiply them and send out ministry teams of 36 teams into many of the cities of Israel.  Luke, in his parallel passage slots this incident just before he sends out the 72 by teams of two (Luke 10).
How can He multiply what the disciples do not have?

You can only reproduce in kind.  Apples beget apples, sheep beget sheep, Christians beget Christians, and leaders beget leaders.

What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?

1) Jesus cares about individuals.  Every single person is worth more than the world to Him.  Of infinite value is a single life.  We must take great care of the individuals that He has given to us.  He will not give us more than we are able to care for as a Church.  Our ability to reap and get our harvest into barns (small groups) is what limits us in our growth.
2) Jesus loves expressions of faith in His power.  He is passionate about training us to move out from our resources to His power.  It was not coincidence that here was a demonized person and Jesus was not there.  Jesus feels strongly about our reliance on the Holy Spirit.  He wants us to learn to get beyond our comfort level into total reliance on Him.  We often want all our I’s dotted and t’s crossed before we will get beyond leaning on our own knowledge and totally launching into God honoring faith.
3) It teaches us the supernaturalness of the Christian. Matthew 11:11 talks about John the Baptist, saying “there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he.”  I want to be naturally supernatural.
What other things stand out to you from this passage?  (This kind does not go out but by prayer).  (And fasting).
Why had the nine disciples failed in casting out the demon? (This kind of cure demanded prayer). In effect he was saying to them that they did not live close enough to God. They had been equipped with power, but it needed prayer to maintain it.

God may have given us a gift but unless we maintain close contact with Him it may wither and die.

Unless we maintain this contact with God we lose two things however great our gift is.

1) We lose Vitality.  There is a living power that flows through us when we have contact with God in prayer. We lack a certain something when it is just our intellect.  It’s called the anointing of God, the presence of the Spirit within us.
2) We lose Humility.  We tend to think this gift is just our cleverness.  The enemy gets in and we get puffed up in pride.  We often don’t see it ourselves.

Conclusion:  How can we practically put this into operation into our group meetings?  How can we give the Spirit of God free reign in the ministry time?  (Talk about faith being expectation).  (I believe, help my unbelief).  
Get into groups of four or five.  Each person has two minutes to share their need and then the others pray relying on the spirit to give words, scriptures, pictures.  Take time to wait on God while praying.  In your mind be asking God to help you.

Other Questions you might want to fit in.

In what ways did Jesus have to put up with the disciples?

What are the main lessons to be learned on faith from this passage?

If God had written this chapter only for you, which words or phrases would he have underlined?
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