The Grace of God

Ephesians 2:1-10

Icebreaker

Share with the group a gift you were given that impacted you or touched your heart in some way.

Read Ephesians 2:1-10  (The leader should wait for people to find the passage and then read to them, enabling people to think about what they are reading more than on their reading skills)

Introduction

Mount Whitney, the highest spot in the Continental USA, affords a breathtaking view of the Sierra Nevada Mountains and the Mojave Desert.  The lowest point in the United States is only 80 miles away, Death Valley.  14,000 feet to 282 feet below sea level.  Crisp mountain air to a suffocating 134 degrees in the shade.

Ephesians 2:1-10 gives us a similar spiritual contrast.  Verses 1-3 show us man in his desert wasteland of sin. Verses 4-12 show us the mountaintop of God’s grace and mercy. 

Part one: Verses 1-3. Our Desert Wasteland of Sin.

1) What was our condition before conversion and what does the passage say was a result of that condition?

2) Why does Paul use the word “dead” to describe a person that has not yet had a change wrought in their heart by the Spirit of Christ? 

3) In reading through the first three verses, which words or phrases or sentences would you most like to understand?

4) We tend to believe that we make decisions and choices in life, influenced only by our own mind, is there anything in this passage that seems to teach otherwise?     

5) Looking back, what behavior in your life was a direct result of listening to satan’s thoughts?

Part two: Verses 4-10.  The Mountain top of God’s Grace and Mercy.

6) What do you think might be most surprising to a new Christian reading verses 4-7 the first time?

7) If we are “dead” because of sin (verse 1), how are we made alive (verses 4-5)?

8)  How does verse 6 translate into practical reality in our lives?

9)  Why would God want to make Eternal Life a gift rather than doing good works to earn it?

10)  Grace can be defined as “undeserved favor” share a time in your life when someone showed you an undeserved favor or kindness?  How did it make you feel?

11)  Explain as fully as you can what response you think God expects for the gift mentioned in verse 8?

12)  If this is true, what difference does it make for you right now?  What one thing do we need to ask God to do in your life as a result of what we have just discovered?   Or……Is there anything you need help in tonight in regard to this area?   Or……..If you had one prayer to the father, what would you pray for tonight?   (Break up into groups of two, three or four, be open to the Holy Spirit to lead you in the prayer time).

