The Disciples Sent Out

Luke 10:1-9, 17-20
In the passage we will be looking at in a short while, Jesus calls His people sheep that are sent out in the midst of wolves.  Share a time in your life when you were fearful, unprotected or felt very vulnerable.  (Ice breaker question that leader should model with no more than a two minute answer)

Read Luke 10:1-9, 17-20.  (The leader should wait for everyone to find the passage before reading to them.  The leader reading the passage enables the group to focus on what is written rather than on their reading skills.)

This passage describes a wider mission than what went on in the previous chapter when just the 12 disciples were sent out.  (Luke 9:1-6)  There is a growing urgency in the heart of Jesus to reach as many as possible with the Good News.

1) What specific instructions were the 72 given and why?  (Observation and Interpretation question: allow enough time to cover relevant details, then move on.)

2) Why were the disciples sent out in twos? (Interpretation question: allow    enough discussion to capture the various reasons i.e. To help one another in tests, loneliness, and discouragement.  For unity in prayer.  To lift up when one falls and to be a balance in success (Eccl. 4:9-10)

3) What do you see from this passage as the main problem that Jesus faced in reaching out to the many lost people with the Gospel?  How is it different to today? (Observation and Interpretation question: allow enough time for people to find and discuss before reading this following excerpt from the book “Taking Our Cities For God,” by John Dawson. He said:                                                               “more that half the amount of people who have ever lived are now alive.  The world population is approaching 6 Billion.  If we don’t have an awakening in this generation, more people will go to a lost eternity without Christ than in all past generations put together.  I can’t see God allowing that to happen. Business as usual is not good enough; there is not enough time.” If the harvest was great in the time when Jesus walked on Earth how much more so now?  We need to multiply the workers! 

4) If God were to call you to full time or to a short term Missions trip and give you the same instructions as we see here, what would be your greatest anxiety?  (Application question: Leader should model transparency, vulnerability, and the time each person should take in answering.)

5) What does verse 2 reveal to us about the Father’s heart.  (Allow people to discuss the topic of the father desiring that all men be saved and that none may perish. 2 Peter 3:9)

6) Jesus found and appointed 72 leaders to be sent out to minister.  How do you think He found them and how can we spot leaders to increase the harvest? (Observation and Interpretation question: allow enough time for people to find and discuss before moving on.)

7) Jesus commanded the 72 to heal the sick.  Do you think they all had the gift of healing?  What’s the relationship of healing to evangelism? (Interpretation question: allow enough time for people to discuss before moving on.)

8) What stands out to you from verses 17-20 and why? (Observation and Interpretation question: allow enough time to cover relevant details, then move on.)

9) What happened, do you think, as a result of the demons being subject to them?

10)  How would you explain to a young Christian, the phrase, “I saw satan fall like lightning from heaven”? (Interpretation question: allow enough time for people to discuss before moving on.)

11)  Who do you see around you that you can disciple or help to become more involved in the work of Jesus? (Application question: Leader should model transparency, vulnerability, and the time each person should take in answering.)

Pray to the Lord of the Harvest that more workers would be released.  Pray for individuals that were mentioned.  

