A Picture of David’s Character
1 Chronicles 14:8-16
    8 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, they went up in full force to search for him, but David heard about it and went out to meet them. 9 Now the Philistines had come and raided the Valley of Rephaim; 10 so David inquired of God: "Shall I go and attack the Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?" 
      The LORD answered him, "Go, I will hand them over to you."     11 So David and his men went up to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, "As waters break out, God has broken out against my enemies by my hand." So that place was called Baal Perazim. 12 The Philistines had abandoned their gods there, and David gave orders to burn them in the fire. 

    13 Once more the Philistines raided the valley; 14 so David inquired of God again, and God answered him, "Do not go straight up, but circle around them and attack them in front of the balsam trees. 15 As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move out to battle, because that will mean God has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army." 16 So David did as God commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army, all the way from Gibeon to Gezer. 

1) What do you see in this passage that reveals something of David’s dependence on God?
2) The enemy will always challenge a Spirit led move of God, otherwise he will lose ground to the Kingdom of God’s advance.  As soon as David was anointed king over the whole nation, the enemies of Israel attacked (v.8).  Where has the enemy been challenging your advance in the Kingdom of God? Share how you sense the enemy is attacking you right now.
Baal Perazim means Baal having rents, bursts, or destructions, the scene of a victory gained by David over the Philistines (2 Samuel 5:20; 1 Chronicles 14:11). Called Mount Perazim (Isaiah 28:21). It was near the valley of Rephaim, west of Jerusalem. Identified with the modern Jebel Aly (The Christian Post).

Sometimes timing is crucial.  David was told to wait until he heard a supernatural army marching out ahead of him.
3) What do you think would have been the result of the second battle if David had not gone back to God the second time in prayer and dependence? 
4) To what extent do you wait and let God fight your battles? 
5) What does dependence on God look like, and how can we become more sensitive/dependant on His leading?

6) What battles would you like to give into the hands of God to fight for you?

Prayer: Spend time praying for each other.  
1) Pray that the Spirit of God would give each of us a sensitive heart to depend on Him in greater ways.  Continued next page
2) Pray for each situation that was shared during question 2. Pray also for God’s specific strategy against whatever is challenging your advance in the Kingdom of God. 
3) Pray for each that shared a battle they are going through.

