Small Enough For God to Use

Judges 6:1–16
What’s the worst storm or disaster you’ve been in? What was it like?

(Icebreaker question: leader models time to be taken and passes to next person).

Read Judges 6:1 – 16 (Leader reads the passage).  Today, we are looking at a time of judgment, a storm if you will, in Israel’s history.  The nation had turned from the Living God to serve gods of man’s creation.  As a result, they spent seven years under God’s discipline.  The instruments of God’s discipline were the Midianites.  Israel’s troubles or problems made them weary of their impotent gods, so God uses an unknown from a small tribe to break the power of the Midianites.  There are three parts to the passage:

The Problem (v 1-6), The Prophecy (7-10), and the Promotion (11-16).

A. THE PROBLEM (v 1-6)

A1.
Using your own words from verses 1-6, what was the situation and why had it happened?

A2.
a)  What was the turning point for Israel, and b) could this time of discipline be shortened?

A3.
Do you see any ways in which we in the United States are impoverished; if so, what has caused it?

B.  THE PROPHECY (v 7-10)

B1
Summarize what the Lord said to Israel through the unnamed prophet.

B2.
If God were to send Elijah to America, what message do you think would be on his heart?

C.  THE PROMOTION & CALL OF GIDEON (v 11 – 16)

C1.
Do you find anything significant about the actual place where the Angel of God encounters Gideon (observation question:  he was alone, hiding, it was a normal day, and he was on his own turf).

C2.
What does the Angel call Gideon and why, considering the fact that he is in hiding from the Midianites (observation and interpretation …)

C3.
What things stand out to you from verses 14 – 16 and why?  (observation and interpretation …)

a) Little with God much … half the work is in the beginning.

b) Weakest clan, least in his family – yet God called him.

c) God is with him … I can do all things through Christ … who strengthens me!

C4.
In what area of your life do you feel the need for God’s divine strength and strategy? (Application question: Leader goes first, passes to next person.  When everybody has shared their heart, let it lead into prayer)

