Paul’s Passion

Philippians 3: 2-11
Warm-up question

Go around in a circle, having each person answer the following question:

Think of a good friend that you know well. What are the unique qualities in this relationship that make it special to you?

Read Philippians 3: 2–11.  

This passage can be divided into three main parts which we will observe as; Paul’s warning, (vs.2-3), Paul’s past privileges, (vs. 4-6), and Paul’s passion (vs.7-11).

Introduction

In this chapter we are looking at Paul’s concern for the church at Philippi. Paul’s letter to the Philippians shows his great affection for them.  He addresses them earlier in this letter as his dear friends (2:12).  He regards them as partners in his own sufferings and in the sufferings of Christ (1:29).

Throughout the preceding verses leading up to verse 2, Paul has been encouraging the Philippians to hold fast to their joy and appealing to them to keep the unity of their faith. Now in verse 2 his tone changes and he issues a warning. He is concerned that the good foundation that he laid would not be weakened through false teaching. 

Paul’s Warning 

1. What does Paul mean in verse 3, when he says to the Christians in Philippi “we put no confidence in the flesh?” (Observation and Interpretation question: Let people capture the key thought of righteousness by faith alone.)
2. What are some ways that we might be putting confidence in our flesh?

3. In verse 3, Paul compares the men he has been warning them about to the true believers.  A) What differences does he point out?  B) Why do you think Paul sees this as such an important distinction? (Observation and Interpretation question: Let people capture the key thought of righteousness by faith alone.)

Paul’s past privileges

4. In verses 4-6 Paul says that he has reasons to put his confidence “in the flesh.” Which of these reasons were privileges by birth and which would he have previously considered to be his accomplishments? What purpose does Paul have in stating his Jewish lineage and past religious “credentials”? (Both observation and interpretation, give enough time for the group to explore Paul’s thoughts here.)

5. In verses 7 and 8 Paul describes how his value system has been turned upside down since his encounter with Christ. The Damascus road experience caused Paul to re-evaluate what he considered to be important. In what ways has knowing Christ changed your value system? What accomplishments or past claims of honor would you now relinquish as rubbish compared to the greatness of knowing Christ? (Application question: Give enough time for people to think before answering.)

6. In verse 7 Paul states; …” whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of knowing Christ.”  Notice that he does not say that he does not consider them, or dismiss them altogether. He actually removes them from his list of credits and puts them in a debit list. In what ways could our human strengths and accomplishments keep us from knowing Christ?  Can you identify some of these things in your own life that could, in a similar way, prevent you from knowing Christ as your sufficiency? (This is an application question. Again, give people time to reflect on their answers). 

Paul’s passion

7. In verses 8 through 11 Paul states his new values and passion in life. According to these verses, what are Paul’s new ambitions? (Observation question.)

8. Paul says he wants to know Christ. The word for know that is used here is the Greek word ginoskein. This verb denotes not just a knowledge of facts but a personal knowing, the intimate knowing of another person.  In what specific ways does Paul say he wants to know Christ? (This is both an observation and interpretation question. Give time for everyone to explore this question, focusing the last part of the question on what we know about Paul’s experience of his walk with Christ from the text).

9. Paul states in verse 10, that he wants to know Christ and the power of His resurrection. He also wants to become like Him in His death.  What do you think gets in our way of knowing and experiencing Christ to the depth that Paul did?
( This is an application question. Encourage people to give examples and allow people time to reflect a bit before answering. )

10. In order to get to know someone, we spend time with them. Their opinions and their interests become important to us.  We also experience things together as we spend time and do things together.  With these thoughts in mind, what steps can you take to get to know Christ on a deeper level?  (This is an application question. Encourage people to be practical in their answers.)

Finally, end with some time in prayer, asking God to give us a hunger to know Him more and to make us more aware of the different ways He wants to reveal Himself to us.    

