Paul’s Chains

Philippians 1:12-26
Warm-up: Go around in a circle, having each person answer the following question:
Has there been a situation in your life which, at the time seemed a terrible trial, but afterwards turned out to be something God used for good, either for yourself or someone else?

Introduction

In this study, we will be looking at Paul's trial of imprisonment. These verses show us something of what Paul was experiencing personally. We see how God uses Paul's difficulties for good and for the sake of the gospel. Paul wants to allay the fears of the Philippians. He wants to assure them that God is in control of his circumstances; therefore God is in control of their circumstances. If there is one thing to remember from this study, it is that whatever situation we are in, as long as we have the right attitude, God can use those very things for His glory and our good.

Read Philippians 1:12-26 - Have each person read one verse until all verses have been read.

1.
Paul starts out "Now I want you to know..." He wants to assure them.
How do you think the Philippians were feeling about Paul's imprisonment?

2.
Can you think of some of the things the Philippians had witnessed in Philippi during the time that the church there was established?

How would those things perhaps have affected their point of view on Paul's captivity?

3.
The whole palace guard and everyone else knew about Paul's chains (verse 13).

How do you think this happened?

4.
In verses 12 through 19 there are a series of chain reactions.

 A) Can you see what they are?

 B) In what way has Paul's bonds removed the barriers of fear and helped others to preach the word of God more boldly?

C) How do you think your life would be different if all fear was removed and you were totally abandoned to God?

5.
In verses 15-18, Paul acknowledges that people were preaching Christ with various motives.
A) What were the motives he mentions?

B) What is there about Paul's attitude that enables him to be glad and rejoice regardless of   their motives?

In verse 19 look at what Paul says he knows.."I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ…"

How would you describe the process by which he came to know this?

7. In verses 18 and 19 we see Paul's choice to rejoice. Even though he is in captivity, he   sees himself in a win/win situation.

To live = Christ, to die = gain.

What steps can we take to adjust our attitude to difficulties? 

8. Paul is convinced, in verse 25 that he will stay and that God will deliver him.

A) Why is this?

B) How does Paul's prayer life play a part in his certain hope?

9. Picture this book of Philippians as a fast moving train.  Chapter 1 is the locomotion in front and the other chapters represent the cars that follow behind.  From what you see before in Chapter 1, what would you say is the energy - the point or principle that’s the driving force for the locomotive and the entire train?
10. Paul is totally abandoned.

A) What is the connection between abandonment and joy?

B) What area do you need to offer up, abandon to God now?

