Opposition to the Rebuilding of the Walls

Nehemiah 4
Warm-up question

Probably all of us are familiar with the children’s saying, “Sticks and stones will break my bones but names will never hurt me.”  As an adult, would you agree or disagree with that statement and why?
The first three chapters of the book of Nehemiah describe how the Jewish leader Nehemiah, who served as the king’s cupbearer, asked the Mede and Persian King Artaxerxes, who had conquered Babylon, where the Jews were in exile; for permission to go and rebuild the destroyed walls of Jerusalem.  Chapter Four discusses the opposition Nehemiah encounters from Israel’s enemies to the walls being rebuilt.
Just as Nehemiah felt called by God to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, each of us have been called to help in the building of the Kingdom of God.  The apostle Peter in 1 Peter 2:5 says “you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”  Just as Nehemiah experienced opposition to the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, we can expect to have no less opposition from our enemy, Satan, in the building of the Kingdom of God.
1) What was the first type of opposition Nehemiah faced? (verses 1-3)
[Ridicule]
2) How did Nehemiah and his co-laborers respond to Sanballat and Tobiah’s ridicule? [He turned to God in prayer and stayed focused on the work.]

v. 4 – we hear anger in Nehemiah’s prayer to God, and a desire for God to retaliate against them for their ridiculing and insults.  It’s interesting to note that Nehemiah didn’t directly strike back; instead he turned to God for direction and protection from those who opposed the rebuilding of the walls.  Likewise, we should seek God’s divine guidance and protection when we encounter opposition to the work God has given us to do in building His Kingdom.

v. 6 – so we rebuilt the wall … in other words, Nehemiah and his co-workers stayed focused on the work God had called them to.
3) What are some examples of how Christ responded to His enemies, or those who opposed Him?
 
4) Have you ever been ridiculed or maligned because of your stand for Christ?
How did you respond?  Was it effective? Did it reflect Christ’s attitude of compassion and forgiveness?

We should expect to be ridiculed because Jesus warned us in Matthew 10:16 and 25b “behold I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves….. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household!”
5) What was next type of opposition Nehemiah and his team faced?
[Internal threats: v. 10 they were becoming physically tired and weak and v. 12 – discouragement from fellow Jews.]

6) Which kind of opposition is more difficult for you to deal with, External [e.g. spiritual oppression, external criticism] or Internal [self-doubt, or family, friends, or other Christians who try and discourage you] and why?  Do you feel like you are going through opposition to your God given role as a spiritual builder right now?
7) In verse 14, Nehemiah reminded his team of the importance of what they were fighting for, literally their families and their homes.  Likewise, we need to be reminded of the importance of why we are doing what we are doing so that we stay in the fight.
8) To respond to the external threat from the enemies they were facing required them to partner up with someone else so that they could take it in turns to stand guard while the other concentrated on the work.  Do you have a mentor or friend that you can bare your heart to and stand with you in prayer for your work?
9) What do you think could be the loss to the Kingdom of God if you were to give in to the opposition you face?
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