Luke 9:51-62

Warm-up: Share a time in your life when you had to be corrected, either by a parent or a loved one, how did they do it and how did it feel?
Samaritan Opposition 

51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56and they went to another village. 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 59He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good bye to my family." 62Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
From verse 51, we see a change in emphasis in the book of Luke.  From this point on we see Jesus with one focus, one purpose,--the cross.  In fact for ten chapters, a time span of around six months, He is on the road (Luke 9:51; 9:57; 10:1; 13:22; 17:11; 18:31; 18:35; 19:1).   The turning passage starts out “As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”  
What is Luke seeking to communicate with his words in verse 51?  What do you picture Luke seeing?
It is possible that Luke sees Jesus rising early and getting everything eagerly packed up so that he may get on this last road trip to Jerusalem.  There seems to be a dogged determination on the face of Jesus, in fact, the KJV says that “he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.”  He knew what lay ahead of him yet he was resolute in his determination to win the salvation of all His people through this one act of substitution for them.  His people could only be released from satan’s slave market of sin by a substitute that would pay the ultimate price for them, a sinless death in their place.  Perhaps too he had in mind the places and the people that He would rescue from satan’s clutches as he visited various towns and villages on the way as mentioned in the references to the next ten chapters. 

It is almost fashionable to be ‘laid back’ and restful in one’s faith.  How does resoluteness and determination go with living a life trusting in God?  Why should there be determination and resolute living? 
The Christian life for each of us is a long walk such as Jesus had on the way to Jerusalem.  It is the way of death to self, taking up our cross daily that we may experience life in all of its fullness.  John Bunyan in his allegorical book Pilgrims Progress, talks about the experiences and tests that each of us must go through on our way to heaven.  If we fail the test the enemy’s goal is to contaminate us with this world’s slime, sin and degradation, in the hope that he can pull us down, weigh us down,  making us fruitless at the end.

Deuteronomy 8:2-3 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.
God knows everything.  There is nothing that we have ever done or going to do that He does not know about.  He is outside of time and can see the end from the beginning.  He already knows what is in your heart.  The test is not so that God can see, it is so that we can see and therefore change.  The first part of change is conviction.  The Spirit of God brings conviction; He shows us ourselves, and how short we fall.  He then gives us the power to change as we respond correctly.  It is only as we see ourselves as God sees us that we desire to be different. 

The first test we see in this passage is the Rejection Test.  53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.

Why would Jesus be rejected by the Samaritans? In John 4 we have seen him be very successful in reaching out to them.
There seems to have been an ongoing argument and hatred between the Samaritans and the Jews.  9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans).
Josephus, the Jewish historian, tells us that Sanballet, the governor of Samaria under the Persians, the same one who opposed Nehemiah (Nehemiah 4:7-13), went over to the side of Alexander the Great who gave him permission to build a temple on Mount Gerizim in Samaria, similar to the one in Jerusalem.  He built it for his son Manasseh, and made him High Priest.  The Samaritans established rival worship to Jerusalem and accepted the Pentateuch (The first five books of Moses, Genesis, Exodus Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) as their Bible (Josephus, Ant, Book XI).  There was a great controversy about whether to worship on Mount Gerizim or on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem (See John 4:20).  R Kent Hughes in his commentary says “During New Testament times some Samaritans managed to sneak into the Jerusalem Temple where they strewed human bones” This was some time after the Jews had destroyed the Samaritan alternate temple.  The hate between the two peoples was very real.
The Samaritans were descendants of Idol worshippers that had been brought to live in the land by the Assyrian king (See 2 Kings 17:24-34) when Israel, were dispersed by the Assyrians in 722BC.
They made out as if they were Jews having a form of godliness but serving their own gods.  

2 Kings 17:33-34

33 They worshiped the LORD , but they also served their own gods in accordance with the customs of the nations from which they had been brought. 34 To this day they persist in their former practices. They neither worship the LORD nor adhere to the decrees and ordinances, the laws and commands that the LORD gave the descendants of Jacob, whom he named Israel (Emphasis mine).
The enemy of our souls has not forgotten the use of alternate religions to placate man’s desire for God, how is he using this tactic today to draw men away from serving the true God?
The Jews hated the Samaritans and vice versa.  When the Jews in Galilee went down to Jerusalem for the 3 different feasts, Passover, Pentecost (Also named Feast of Weeks) and Tabernacles (also named Feast of Booths) they always went around Samaria which increased their journey time by several hours and miles.
In the passage we are studying Jesus made a point of reaching out to the Samaritans deliberately going through their territory on two occasions at least that we know about, John 4 being the other occurrence.

How can we follow our master in breaking down barriers between races and customs, being Christ like in seeking to serve them?

The first test we see for any leader or servant of Christ is to experience the test of Rejection.  If we want to be conformed to the image of Christ in this road we call life, we will experience similar tests and trials just like Him.
Matthew 10:25
It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, [ Greek Beezeboul] how much more the members of his household!
The Rejection Test: Every one of us has hidden character deficiencies which we are unaware of until God allows us to be confronted with specific situations that demand a godly response.  To expose what is there to the leader or disciple, God will allow the Rejection Test.  Will we respond with anger and resentment?
Do you recall a specific instance of being tested in this area? What did you see in your own heart as a result of this test? Did you respond like Christ or is there more work that needs to be done in this area?

Great growth comes to our spiritual life when we respond to the rejection test like Christ.  When He was on the cross in agony they came at him like wild beasts, the beast nature within the unregenerate man was revealed in those that passed by.  
Matthew 27:39-44 39Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 

   41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42“He saved others,” they said, “but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

Jesus’ response to being rejected by them was “Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).
Notice the resentment of James and John, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” Where were they at? No wonder Jesus quickly told them off. They failed the test!
One thing that I notice is that John and James felt quite sure that they had the power to call down fire from heaven, and but for Jesus’ rebuke they would have attempted it.

It seems that the New International Version has decided to take out the words “you do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”  The KJV and the NASV still has them in their translation.  I think they are important.  The Christian does have power and authority given to him or her by God.  We must be careful of our motives in how we wield that power and authority.
2 Kings 2:23-24
 23 From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, some youths came out of the town and jeered at him. "Go on up, you baldhead!" they said. "Go on up, you baldhead!" 24 He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in the name of the LORD. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths.
I would say here that Elisha had a rejection test and did not pass.  We must be Christ like in our response to personal attack.  It is possible that Elisha was copying what he saw Elijah, his teacher, do. 
2 Kings 1:1-14 

1 After Ahab's death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 2 Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria and injured himself. So he sent messengers, saying to them, "Go and consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, to see if I will recover from this injury." 

    3 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Go up and meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?' 4 Therefore this is what the LORD says: 'You will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!' " So Elijah went. 

    5 When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, "Why have you come back?" 

    6 "A man came to meet us," they replied. "And he said to us, 'Go back to the king who sent you and tell him, "This is what the LORD says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending men to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!" ' " 

    7 The king asked them, "What kind of man was it who came to meet you and told you this?" 

    8 They replied, "He was a man with a garment of hair and with a leather belt around his waist." 

   The king said, "That was Elijah the Tishbite." 

    9 Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his company of fifty men. The captain went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, "Man of God, the king says, 'Come down!' " 

    10 Elijah answered the captain, "If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!" Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain and his men. 

    11 At this the king sent to Elijah another captain with his fifty men. The captain said to him, "Man of God, this is what the king says, 'Come down at once!' " 

    12 "If I am a man of God," Elijah replied, "may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!" Then the fire of God fell from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. 
    13 So the king sent a third captain with his fifty men. This third captain went up and fell on his knees before Elijah. "Man of God," he begged, "please have respect for my life and the lives of these fifty men, your servants! 14 See, fire has fallen from heaven and consumed the first two captains and all their men. But now have respect for my life!" 
Our master told us to:
Luke 6:29
If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.

The next test or obstacle is found in verses 57-58:
57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.
There are those that are drawn to us and want to follow what we are doing but we must share reality with them.  Living a life that is totally given over to Christ is not an easy life; there are many discomforts that are not seen by the average person.  To walk with Christ means to die to self and accept that there are going to be hardship and difficulty in serving God and His people.  After the rejection of the village in Samaria it is possible that they were sleeping under the stars with rocks for pillows that night.  Jesus was being quite honest and real as to what life was like for one that follows him.
Have you been through a discomfort test or do you sense one ahead for you?
A third obstacle and test concerns distractions: 59He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

This mans first loyalty was to his father.  Christ wanted to use him and his abilities and talents for His Kingdom purposes but his heart was elsewhere.  It is very possible that the man’s father was not even dead yet.  Why would he even be on the road? If his father was dead he would be caring for details of the funeral.  It is entirely possible that he was thinking future and Christ was thinking now to be the accepted time.  The man perhaps was thinking that when his father died, the inheritance he had coming to him would see him through anything that Christ demanded.  He had no concept of the same urgency that beat in the heart of Christ for His Church and God’s kingdom.  Lost precious people are dying daily and entering a Christless eternity.  Do not put off till tomorrow what you can do today.  There is no better time than now to follow Christ wholeheartedly.
What distractions has the enemy been using in your life to dissuade you to fully follow Christ?

The next test or obstacle that is mentioned is the priority test. 
61Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good bye to my family." 62Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

The call of God must come first in the life of one who has heard the Master’s voice.  This world and satan’s devices will keep you from full surrender if you do not totally abandon all to the cause of Christ.  Burn your bridges that are behind you!  When Julias Caesar landed on the shores of England to conquer it, he had all his ships burned so that his soldiers knew that there was no going back.  Baptism is a way to burn your ships.  It is a statement to the world and to the invisible forces that are around that you intend to completely follow Christ on the Calvary road.  I have watched the tractors plowing on the fields of England, they always have white sticks over the other side of the field that they may focus on to get a straight furrow.  We cannot plow a straight line by looking back.  Forget the mistakes of the past, do not let the enemy focus you on what is behind, remember Lot’s wife, how when she looked back she became a pillar of salt (Genesis 19:17,26).
Onward Christian Soldiers! Don’t look back, heaven is before us, let us not be distracted by this worlds things.

