Luke 9:1-9

Warm-up question: Have you ever been given a task that you felt inadequate for? Tell us about it.  

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 

1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." 6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. 
7Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 9But Herod said, "I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?" And he tried to see him. 

The disciples had been watching and learning from Jesus for some time now.  He had taught the Sermon on the Mount.  He had taught them the Parable of the Sower.  They had seen him raise the dead, heal the Roman Centurions servant, heal the paralyzed and the lepers, cast out demons, and also take authority over the wind and the waves.  Now it was their turn! Jesus had explained while they listened, he performed while they watched, but now it was time for them to begin doing the things that he had been doing.
It must have been very daunting to be told by Jesus that they were now expected to follow in His footsteps and do what he had done.  Imagine what it was like to be sent out to towns and villages to cast out demons and heal the sick.  There must have been all sorts of fears in their minds, especially when Jesus told them that they were on their own, that He would be with them only in Spirit and not in the flesh.
How their minds would have raced.  “Please don’t send me with Peter, he always says stupid things and is so impulsive!”  I’m sure nobody wanted to go with Thomas too, he was such a realist and well known for looking at things from an earthly point of view, how on earth could he trust God to heal people through him?

If Jesus was to speak to you audibly and ask you to go with no bags, no money, no extra coat and no food, to cast out demons, heal the sick, and proclaim the Kingdom of God down in Norwood, how would you feel? 
How would they know they had power and authority? They are such unsubstantial tools.  Just like you and I, they had to trust, they had learned to trust that when Jesus said anything was possible for them, it was possible.  Jesus’ training wasn’t full of theology, it was practical.  The men He had chosen had not been to Bible College or Seminary.  He deliberately found people just like you and me.  After their training in practical hands on ministry the Jews in the book of Acts said:
Acts 4:13
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

The very fact that they ministered in power and authority brought glory to God, they had no formal education. The best form of training is:
	1
Leader or trainer explains,

trainee listens.

Leader walks through skill to be trained to the disciple
	3
Trainee explains, leader or trainer listens.

Trainee or disciple demonstrates knowledge, leader or trainer checks for understanding.

	Leader or trainer performs
trainee watches.
Leader models what good performance looks like.
2
	Trainee performs, leader watches.
Trainee practices skill, Leader provides feedback.
4


There is no better way of learning to live the Christian life than to walk with others that will give you feedback on areas of your life that still need some correction.
The disciples had the best mentor in the world.  They lived with him and enjoyed closeness as they observed how He lived His life.  I really believe that this is the key to their moving in power and authority, their anointing came out of their close relationship to Christ.  It is the same with us.
Education is good if you can get it, but never let it be a substitute for relationship with Christ.  Get close to Him, live a life of love and devotion to Christ and obedience to the Spirit and you will enjoy power and authority to do the same things that Jesus did.  He has promised it to you.
John 14
12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

Try to imagine the joy that will flood your heart when you pray for someone to be healed and they are healed.  Imagine what it would be like to reach out to a cripple who had been that way from birth and see him running and leaping and praising God.  Why not?  Peter did in Acts 3!  He wants to do the same things through you as He did through an unschooled fisherman 2000 years ago.  

When a person leaves this earth the things that person speaks are usually very important and should be carefully weighed and listened to.  The very last thing he said to them before He was taken up was:

Matthew 28
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
 What did He command them? Those disciples that they made were to do the very things that He had commanded them to do.  Proclaim the Kingdom of God, heal the sick and cast out demons.
What do you understand the Kingdom of God to be? When verse 2 of Luke says that they were sent “out to preach the kingdom of God”   What do you think was the emphasis of their message?
Unfortunately we do not have the time to unpack the topic of the Kingdom of God to the level it deserves; it would take us many weeks.  It is an important topic especially when we consider that Jesus started out His ministry with these words:
Mark 1:15
"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"

Luke 17

20Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."
Luke 21:31
Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.

It seems evident from Luke 21:31 that the Kingdom of God was future but yet we also have to interpret that it is also a present reality that people entered into when Jesus walked on Earth.  Luke 17:20-21 seems to say that for the present time it is not something that is seen with the physical eyes, it doesn’t come with “careful observation” in other words it is not a place you can go to, a South Sea Island of natural beauty.  Some translations interpret the words “the kingdom of God is within you” as the Kingdom of God is in your midst.  Where the presence of the King is, there is the Kingdom of God.
Paul writes along these lines when he says that God has “delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13).  When we are truly born again of God’s Spirit (John 3:3) something happens within the very core of our being.  There is a dethronement of self, Christ now sits upon the throne of your life, ruling and reining.  Those that are bought from the slave market of sin and servitude to satan, his dominion over us has ended, we now serve a different master.

The Kingdom of God is the dominion of God coming to people one person at a time.  In this life it is just a foretaste of what is to come.  It is a new level of being.  We carry the presence of the King with us; 
Colossians 1
26the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

We are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God that is breaking into the earthly realm using each of us to push back the darkness, one life at a time.

Luke 11:20
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.
When we move in the power of God and begin to believe that we carry with us the authority of the Almighty to speak into situations, the Kingdom of God is advancing.  The only hindrance is your faith.  Jesus said “according to your faith be it unto you” Matthew 9:29
Our Lord described those who received His message as those who now enter into the Kingdom of God, present tense, not future.
Luke 16:16
"The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.

Let’s move on:
Luke 9:3-5. 3He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." 6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.  
If Jesus were sending you out with these instructions, what would be your pushback to Him?

Not only was He sending them out without His physical presence but they weren’t allowed to take the normal things a traveler would take.  No staff would mean that they would be defenseless against any robber on the road.  To go without any money would mean that you had to rely that the message would be received well and that the people you ministered to would provide for you.  The extra tunic was to wrap around yourself at night perhaps, if you had to sleep outside.
I think Jesus was teaching them how to live by faith, a hard lesson to learn.

There is a new dependence on the Lord Jesus that comes to our lives when we lean totally on the Lord for His provision to keep us, protect us.  We get in line with the sparrows when we willingly lead this kind of life. 
Matthew 6

25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life ? 
28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

There is an experiential level of faith that comes as we abandon ourselves totally into His capable hands.  A new level of intimacy and anointing that is reached through total abandonment.
Some years ago my wife and I were led to be short term missionaries to Israel to reach Arabs and Jews.  We had Christian workers that stayed with us for some weeks just prior to leaving; it drained us of precious finances.  I had left my fishing job and the big money that went with it, and was window cleaning, house to house to provide for Sandy and I.  We finally left for a year’s trip with 60 pounds in our pocket (approx 100 dollars), the only promise of finances we left with was a 100 dollars a month that one Church had promised to send.  We moved to a new level of faith as we saw God again and again provide for us in miraculous ways.
Get in line with the sparrows!

I think also that there is a message to us to travel light, not to get too attached to things.  Things have a way of keeping our eyes on keeping up on the Jones’ next door.  Keep your focus on your reason for living and what you want to do with your lives.  Be a spiritual investor; invest in things that will bring eternal pay back.
Jesus told the disciples about two kinds of responses.  When they receive you in to their home, don’t seek to go to another. 
Why were they not to stay in different homes in the town?

I think the reason would be that there would be jealousy and enmity toward people in the town as one home would be better than another.  The enemy would use the strife toward one household over another to bring bitterness; this would hinder the power of God from falling on the town.  There is a special blessing to those who will host the ministers of God.
In 2 Samuel 6 we have the story of the Ark of God that is for a time not amongst the Israelites.  It was taken into the home of Obed Edom after the Ark was touched irreverently, killing a man by the name of Uzzah.
2 Samuel 6
11 The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household. 
12 Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing.

We, the ministers of God, carry with us the presence of God, just as the Ark of the Covenant was the symbol to the Israelites that God was in the midst, so we bring with us the presence of the living God, with all the blessings that follow us.  
Matthew 10:40
"He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me.

The second kind of response is rejection.  The disciples were to shake the dust off of their feet as they left the village.  The Jews did this when leaving a Gentile (anyone that is not a Jew is called a Gentile) town, so as not to defile the land of Israel with uncleanness.  For Christians to do this to Jews that would not receive their message was accusing them of not being truly Jewish but to be Pagan.  They were rejecting the New Covenant that Jeremiah the prophet had promised would come (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
The passage seems to then get off the track in verses 7-9.  It talks about public opinion.  But for those that are being sent being the good news to other towns and villages it has some good instructions for us.

If we listen to public opinion about our message we become people pleasers and not God pleasers.  There are too many churches where the pastors are Deacon Pleasers or Elder pleasers.  There is a fear in Churches that are ruled by boards that the pastor must please the people, the message should not upset the people, otherwise they might get a different pastor!

Charles Spurgeon, the great English preacher, once said:


The highest reputation in the world is to be faithful—faithful to your God and your own conscience.  As to the approbation of the unconverted multitude, or of worldly professors, do not care the turn of a button for it; it may be a deadly heritage.  Many a man is more a slave to his admirers than he dreams of: the love of approbation is more a bondage than an inner dungeon would be.  If you have done the right thing before God, and are not afraid of His great Judgment Seat, fear nothing but go forward. (Charles Haddon Spurgeon, “Runaway Jonah and the Covenant Ship” Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol.36. p. 591.)
Personal Criticism will come your way if you are involved in teaching or ministering the Word of God in any way, shape or form.  Expect it!

We have an enemy that will stop at nothing to have you focus on your self and your performance.  Seek to be true to the Word of God with a heart that wants to be a God pleaser.

My wife and I were doing personal evangelism in a town called Sudbury in England.  We went into the midst of a group of around 10 bikers with leather jackets, a fearsome bunch they were! We started sharing Jesus with them, telling them how they could become alive to God and receive Him into their lives with all the blessings that come with that experience of the Grace of God.  One young man really gave us a hard time, being really antagonistic toward us.  We answered his forceful questions and arguments with gentleness and care for him.  Later on, after our outreach had finished, guess who showed up at our meeting, the same man who had been angry and antagonistic.  He gave his life to Christ and as far as I know is still walking with Christ.  I learned a valuable lesson that night.  If you throw a stone into a pack of wolves, the one that got hit is the one that yelps the loudest!

Those that are resistant to the message are often the very ones that God is putting his finger on and calling.

Be blessed in your going!

