Luke 8:26-39 (Part 2)
Warm-up: What was the scariest movie you have seen and what was its effect on you?

26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" 29For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 
30Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" 
31"Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 
32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 33When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 
34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. 
38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39"Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 

Verse 27 uses the word demon possessed  to translate what had happened to this man.  The word demonized  is a term preferable to demon possessed.  “Confusion has been introduced by translating this participle as ‘demon possessed.’ The word possession implies ownership.  Actually demons own nothing.  The New Testament regards them as squatters or invaders of territory that does not belong to them.  In reality God owns them, for He is their Creator and their Judge.  Such a faulty translation, then, misleads people regarding the state of the demonized person and causes undue consternation and terror in the hearts of the afflicted and those concerned for him.” C. Fred Dickason, Demon Possession and the Christian.  (Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 1987), p.38.
What’s the picture you get in your mind when you think of what this situation looks like?  If you could go back as a news reporter, what do you think would stand out in your mind of this man?

Mark, in his gospel, adds some interesting things to our study, he says “Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones” (Mark 5:5).  Here is a man in terrible agony of soul.  There is no relief to the torturous thoughts that are continually speaking to him to cut himself and kill himself.  I am sure that if he could have gotten hold of a knife he would have killed himself.  Instead he is trying to cut his wrists with stones.  Often, when a demon gets access into a person’s life, it makes out that it is God that is speaking to him.  In the case of the man who shot John Lennon and also the man who attempted to kill President Reagan, both men said that god had told them to shoot.  The voices within, it seems, are so insistent and authoritative.  Many times those that commit suicide, I feel sure, are driven to it by demons that are oppressing the depressed one, whispering constant thoughts driving a person to destroy oneself.  Many people also believe that it is their own thoughts when it is in reality the enemy putting thoughts into his mind suggesting destructive actions.
I am told that there is a physical condition of schizophrenia but medical doctors have not acknowledged what the Bible is so plain about, that there are disembodied evil spirits that can gain entrance into a person’s life to oppress them.  I am not saying that there is no such thing as schizophrenia, what I am saying is that we as a society will give a person drugs to dull their senses when there very well may be a spiritual problem and not physical.  The enemy loves to hide his actions and stay in the darkness.  What is needed is the light of God’s Word opened to the reality of the spiritual realm and spiritual forces.

Day after day, night after night, this man is crying out, no bed to sleep in, no home to live in, using the tombs as a head rest if and when he is able to sleep.  To a Jew, the place he lived was despicable, contact with the tombs would have made any self respecting Jew to be ceremonially unclean.  Tombs were whitewashed so that they could be easily seen and avoided.  To look at him would be to look on an animal, his nails would have been long, his hair and beard long and unkempt.  He is obviously naked too; verse 35 seems to make a big deal that he was dressed after the spirit was cast out.  He obviously has supernatural strength to break the chains that were put on him.  I’m sure people were very fearful of him due to his strength and unpredictable nature.
What do you think the man with the evil spirit thought when he saw Jesus?

In verse 29, we are told “Many times it had seized him” perhaps in the early days of him being oppressed there were times when the man was not under the control of the evil one.  It could be that some of the nearest townsfolk had once or twice tried to help him; after all, he was someone’s son and maybe brother and relative.  In those times it was possible to put the chains on him, but all the good that was done for him was gone as soon as the enemy “seized him” and broke the chains, taking him into solitary places.  One wonders if the tombs were by the lake where Jesus beached the boat.  It seems that the incident took place beside the lake because the pigs went down the steep bank into the lake (v.33).  Manuscript Sinaiticus reads “Gergesenes” instead of Gerasenes. Gergesa (modern Kersa) is near the lake’s eastern shore.  About a mile south of the town there is a steep bank leading into the water (C. Marvin Pate. Luke Commentary, page 190).  I have read about and have had to deal with people that have had a demon, there are occasions when the demon takes over the person and uses his body to express itself.  When this happens, the person feels like he is in a dream or set to one side, almost as an observer.
I find it interesting to think that Jesus, instead of landing at the town one mile to the north landed near where the demoniac hung out.  It seems to me that Jesus’ whole reason for the trip was to minister and set free this man.  The townsfolk asked him to leave afterward; we don’t find him having any other reason to stay.  He returns to the west side of the lake.
It is possible that this was not a normal entity but a ruling principality that was part of satan’s hierarchy over the area.  Last week we looked at the passage in Daniel 10:13, and 20-21.  The passage speaks of a spiritual fight with 2 Godly angels, that spoke to Daniel in chapter 10 and Michael, an angel that seems to oversee the nation of Israel, The angel calls him “your prince” (v.21).  He fights a battle against an evil prince or high ruling demon over the land of Persia.
It is reasonable to assume that this man had a sizeable collection of evil spirits that inhabited him.  In verse 30 we are told that his name was Legion, “because many demons had gone into him.”  A Legion was six thousand in size.
The demons evaded Jesus’ question about the name, giving a number instead.  In bible times names said much about the individual.  Some names seem to be given as a descriptive name of the person’s character.  For instance, King David ran into a man with the name “Nabal” in 1 Samuel 25:25. 

25 May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name-his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, I did not see the men my master sent.  
Why on earth would any mother name their son “fool” if it wasn’t expressive of his character? Maybe Nabal was a nickname given to him as his character was made known and seen.  It seems that in antiquity names were changed, Abram was called Abraham, Sarai was called Sarah and Jacob was called Israel, all were names expressive of their character.
It is believed by a number of people who are experienced in the deliverance ministry that to get a demon to reveal his name is to weaken him and make it possible to cast the demon out.  The scripture reveals that demons are hindering the unsaved from seeing and hearing the gospel lest they be saved and released from the power of satan.  Prayer in the name of Jesus is the only means for them to be released from satan’s clutches. 

2 Corinthians 4:4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

What are the implications of the above verse of scripture?
In the book by C. Peter Wagner, Warfare Prayer, pages 30-34, there is the story of a strategy to reach the city of Resistencia in the northern Argentina province of Chaco.  Ed Silvoso, an Argentinean evangelist, initiated a three year plan to change the spiritual atomosphere over the city so that people could hear and respond to the Gospel.  As of the beginning of 1990, fewer than 6000 of its 400,000 population were evangelical believers, a mere 1.5 percent.  He moved members of his Harvest Evangelism team into Resistencia and for over a year laid a foundation of prayer, spiritual warfare and leadership training.  They had Cindy Jacobs lead two seminars on warfare prayer, the people responded well and wanted to take authority over their city the next morning.  “A group of 80 showed up and marched into the Plaza de Mayo of Buenos Aires for five hours of intense battle against the spiritual forces of wickedness in heavenly places.  Among other things, the group sensed a spirit of witchcraft and a spirit of death in the Ministry of Social Welfare building where President Peron’s notorious warlock, Jose Lopez Riga, had maintained his office.  When the group left the plaza, they felt a sense of victory.  The principalities and powers had not been destroyed, but warfare prayer had in some measure begun to weaken the evil hold on Argentina.  Over the city of Resistensia, the people all knew the names of the spirits that were ruling over the city.  San La Muerte, the spirit of death, was perhaps the most powerful.  A large number of citizens of Resistensia were so devoted to San La Muerte that they had tiny bone images of his idol surgically implanted under their skin or under their nipples, believing the false promise that this will assure them of a “good death.” Other spirits of equal rank turned out to be Pombero, a spirit of division who brought terror, especially to children during the siesta time and at night; Curapi, a spirit of sexual perversion, the Queen of Heaven, a religious spirit, who had perverted the true character of the traditional church; and the spirit of Freemasonry, a cleverly disguise form of occult power.  Surprisingly, the images of these spirits and their activities were clearly depicted on several large folk art murals in the central plaza of the city.
What was the outcome? Ed Silvoso reports that the growth graphs of the churches in Resistensia took a decided turn upward beginning in April when the group prayed in the plaza.  In one public event, 250 people were baptized in portable pools.  Crowds of almost 17,000 packed into an open field for evangelistic meetings where objects used in occult rituals and witchcraft were burned in a 55 gallon drum each night.  Hundreds were healed physically and delivered from demons.  At least 18 new churches were started.  Most significant of all, the evangelical population of Resistensia virtually doubled in the calendar year of 1990.  Perhaps a weakening sign of the territorial spirits over Resistensia was the tragic fate of the high priestess of the cult of San La Muerte, the spirit of death.  Two weeks before the massive evangelistic thrust and after the time of prayer in the center of the city, her bed caught fire.  For some reason the flames seemed to be selective.  They consumed only the mattress, the woman, and her statue of San La Muerte!
What things strike you about the confrontation between Jesus and the demoniac?

There seems to me to be a fight in the decision making of this person’s will.  Spirit knows spirit.  The man comes to Jesus, I don’t know if it is by a walk or a run.  I would presume that the demons in the man know who Jesus is; in other places they recognize him instantly.  I wonder why they did not make the man run away from him; didn’t they know what Jesus would do?
When the man comes up to Jesus, it seems as if the demons are the ones doing the talking, actually they are shouting at the top of their voices (v.28), even though they are at His feet.  There seems to be a change in the personality that speaks through the man’s body.
What do you picture in your mind to be happening in verse 29?

"What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" 29For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man.

It sure sounds to me that the demon did not come out at first.  The Greek tense tells us that he commanded the evil spirit to come out and kept on commanding it to come out.

The demons pleaded not to be sent into the Abyss, the final abode of satan, his angels and demon’s (Revelation 20:3).

1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.

The abyss was a place many believe to be not physical, but inside the earth.  It could be the same place where the Rich man in Luke 16:19-31 is sent (the Greek word used in that passage is ‘Hades’).
4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, (2 Peter 2:4).
 (Greek  word used here is ‘Tartarus’) putting them into gloomy dungeons (Some manuscripts say “into chains of darkness”) to be held for judgment;
Why would Jesus send the evil spirits into the pigs?

Perhaps it helped the man in the healing process to see the demons had gone into something else, he had seen with his own eyes where the demons had gone.
It is likely that the Jews in the area were compromising God’s law for economic reasons.  Jews were not allowed to eat pork.  2000 pigs is a lot of bacon and would be worth a lot of money.  They perhaps were not eating it themselves but selling it to the Gentiles (non-Jews) in the area. The city of Damascus, the Syrian capital, was just a few miles away. It would have been a good reason why the people in the area did not want Jesus around but asked him to leave, they were afraid of more loss of revenue.  Unfortunately there are many that ask Jesus to leave them because they care more about money than following Him.
How Does the Enemy Gain Access into a Person’s Life?

There is a natural barrier that God has over us that protects us from demonic infestation.  In the book of Job 1:10, satan is mad at God because he cannot touch God’s righteous servant Job.  Evidently he cannot get past the “hedge around him”

The enemy seeks to break down “the hedge” by sin, the more a person habitually sins, the more the enemy can control and manifest its personality in the person. 

43"When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 44Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation" (Matthew 1243-45).
What are these verses teaching us?

An evil spirit can only find rest when it has a person to live in and manifest its traits.  The emphasis on the verse above seems to be on the word “unoccupied.”  Self reformation is not enough, we can sweep clean our lives and have some order and discipline about the things we do, but our house needs to be occupied by the Lord Jesus Christ.  The enemy may go and get seven others stronger and more wicked, but if our house is occupied by Jesus he will not and cannot enter in.  It seems that many spirits can occupy one person.  A legion was 6000 in size.  I think it is very possible that Legion was a high ranking and powerful spirit that controlled the region of Gadara and Gerasa.  The very fact that the people had tried to hold him down and chain him leads me to believe that he had terrorized the whole area. They had to do something about him.
What happened after Jesus left the area? Mark tells us:
31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis (Mark 7:31).
This is an interesting verse, because it tells of the openness of the people of the Decapolis (the ten cities) after the ministry of the man who had been demon-possessed.  Jesus had not allowed the man that was clothed and in his right mind to follow him, He had a greater plan: to reach the Decapolis (the Decapolis were ten cities on the eastern side of the Galilee) through the man who was delivered of the Legion of demons.  We know that Jesus had come here at a later date, because the healing of the demoniac is in Mark chapter 5, but Jesus comes to the Decapolis here in Mark 7, verse 31.  It is possible that the large crowd that were fed a second time by a miraculous multiplication of loaves and fish were on the eastern shore of the Galilee as there were no chapter divisions in the original text, chapter eight starts with Jesus probably still in the same region. 

1During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2"I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat (Mark 8:1-2).
At the end of this passage we are told that he returned to the other side of the lake. 

13Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side.

My point is that although the people in the area had initially rejected the ministry of Christ, Jesus’ strategy was to use the ministry of the man who had been demonized to be a witness of God’s power in the area.  The testimony of the people of the Decapolis was:
37People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has done everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak" (Mark 7:37).
Never underestimate the power of your story of what Christ has done in your life; it will turn hard hearts that have initially rejected Christ.

A number of things to remember about evil spirits:
1. If you are a believer, Jesus has given you power over the enemy. 
1 John 4
4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  You need not fear him.  You have authority over him.
2. Stand firm when the enemy attacks.  We are told in the book of: 

James 4:7
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Just as Jesus used the Word of God against the devil, begin to memorize the scripture and remind the enemy that you do not belong to him but to Jesus. Trust in the LORD with all your heart  (Proverbs 3:5)
3.  Destroy anything in your home that has an occult or satanic association. A demon does have the ability to attach to objects or symbols of the kingdom of darkness.

4.  Renounce all association with Satan and all his works.  Ask forgiveness of God, it might require that you go over in your mind every situation of occult activity in your past and ask forgiveness for each specific act.  Orally confess your faith in Christ declaring that you no longer wish to have anything to do with Satan’s kingdom.  Begin to serve God in a bible believing church.  
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