Luke 8:16-25

Warm-Up: What’s your story of hiding something? Did you get found out?
Luke 8:16-25
A Lamp on a Stand 
16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light.
17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him." 

Jesus' Mother and Brothers 

19Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you." 
21He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice." 

Jesus Calms the Storm 

22One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." So they got into a boat and set out. 23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 
24The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!" 
25He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. "Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. 
In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."

A Lamp on a Stand (verses 16-18)
16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light.
A typical oil lamp was circular and had a spout; it was lit with Olive oil which was in plentiful supply in the Holy Land.  Lamps were placed on a stand so that the light could be maximized, lighting as much of the room as possible.  Even in the Temple in the part that the priests could go in was a lamp stand, the seven branched candlestick, which speaks of the ministry of Christ.  The lamp stand was made of beaten Gold (KJV) the NIV renders it hammered gold.  
Jesus, though He was and is the Light of the World was beaten to a pulp to the point that Isaiah the prophet could say in Chapter 52 13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him - his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness-
Exodus 25:31.  The Lampstand 
31 "Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece with it.  (King James Version uses the word “beaten”)
We have received light from the Light of the World when we were lost and in darkness.

What do we mean when we say that we have received light?

What do you think verse 16 means?

Why would it be tempting for the disciples to hide who they were and the light they had received? (all sorts of fears).
There is a downside to receiving light. There is accountability to the light we have received.  Truth must be acted upon.  

A person who finds a cure for Cancer becomes responsible for the scientific discovery that he has made.  How would the world treat a man who kept such a discovery to himself?  
James 3:1
Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.
Luke 12
47"That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.
I have to be honest with myself with these passages, they scare me!  Why? Because I know I have received much.  I have worked in jobs that have given me time to read and the ability to read.  I also have been given the desire to read and communicate what I read.  On top of that God has given me insight into the passages that I meditate on.
1 Corinthians 9: 16   For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

Paul felt the weight of the responsibility to the people he was called to serve.

What do you think verse 17 teaches?

17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.
Why do we zealously guard or hide parts of our lives from people?
Sin causes us to try to even hide from God, just like Adam and Eve in the garden.

Yes, we will finally find out who shot John F. Kennedy!

When time comes to an end, all things will be open and brought into the light.  Those that love darkness will tend to keep things hidden.  But there will come a time when all things will be opened for man to see.
John 3:19
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

I believe it is teaching that we are to bring our deeds into the light now, to have a clear conscience before God and man.  If there are skeletons in the closet, get them out, bring them before the cross.
These three verses fall hard after the Parable of the Sower where the emphasis is on the good heart (verse 15) who hear the Word of God and retain it.
The word that is translated retain is the Greek Word Katecho  which literally means to maintain possession of, hold on to firmly, keep with care and interest. Hence verse 18 focusing on considering carefully how you hear the Word of God.
Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him." (verse 18).  

Its like a muscle, if it is not exercised it will decrease.  

Our knowledge and wisdom will grow as we cherish God’s Word and put into practice in our lives.

Jesus' Mother and Brothers 
19Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you." 
21He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice."

What stands out to you from these 3 verses?

The doctrine of Mary’s perpetual virginity goes out the window under the light of scripture.  In fact I don’t think the Roman Catholic Church likes these verses at all.

It seems that Mary and the brothers wanted to see him, we can only conjecture as to why.  I note that Joseph is not around; scripture does not say anything about Joseph after his parents losing him on the way back to Nazereth after Passover on his 12th birthday.  Jesus places a high priority on those that are listening to the Word of God, those that bring glory and honor to His Father are his family.  He invites you and me to be His relatives as long as we put the Word of God into practice.
Mark 3:20-21, 31-35. 20Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind."………….
31Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, "Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you." 
33"Who are my mother and my brothers?" he asked. 
34Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother."

I think that there was a great deal of care for his wellbeing, maybe they had brought him some food.  These two passages sound as if they were at the same time, but from different perspectives of the disciples.
Why was the family outside? Was it that the crowd was so big that they could not get to Jesus?  Was it that they wanted Jesus to come to them on the outside where they could talk to him to come on home and eat a good meal.  Like any caring mother concerned for her first born son’s health she cared perhaps for his health.
The Roman Catholic Church lifts up Mary to a position that scripture does not give-- a place of divinity.  There was only one instruction in scripture that Mary commanded anyone to do…John 2:5.  His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."
We would do well to obey Mary’s words!

Jesus wanted you and me to know that those that hear the Word of God and put it into practice are those that he values as His close relatives.

For me this passage speaks of how we can become closer than family ties to those that are walking along with us in following the Lord Jesus Christ.  I am personally closer to friends that walk with Christ more than my parents.  There is something special about the family of God.
How is it with you? Are you closer to the family of God than perhaps relatives? (I’d worry about you if your spouse and children came behind the family of God)
The requirement for entry into the family of Jesus was and is genuine faith in the Word of the Lord, being physically related to Christ by being a Jew or being even a part of his family was and is not sufficient.  One must be Born again of God’s Spirit John 3:3.
Now we come to the passage about Jesus calming the storm.


22One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." So they got into a boat and set out. 23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 
24The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!" 
25He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. "Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. 
In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."

In this passage we are now looking at, if the disciples would have had more faith what do you think Jesus would have wanted to see? How do you think they should have responded?
The Sea of Galilee is famous for its sudden squalls.  I personally (Keith Thomas, an ex-fisherman from the east coast of England) worked with the local fisherman one evening in 1978.  We drank Turkish coffee all night and even with fish sonar’s, we caught very little.  The weather remained to the most part calm but they did tell me that it can be a dangerous place to be out on a boat when a wind comes.
The Sea of Galilee is more than six hundred feet below sea level.  It is surrounded by table lands beyond which the great mountains rise.  The rivers have cut deep ravines through the table lands into the sea.  These ravines act like great funnels to draw down the cold winds from the mountains; and thus the storms arise. (William Barclay, DSB, page 105).
There is biblical evidence that five possibly six of the disciples were fisherman, if so, why were these hardy fishermen so scared? They had obviously faced something like this before.
It is possible that the storm was not natural in origin.  Satan is called “the prince of the power of the air”.
Ephesians 2:2
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  (KJV)

John 12:31
Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.

Let us not underestimate our adversary.  He does have power but the Spirit that is in us has greater power than the one who is in the world.

1 John 4:4
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
To back up my thought that maybe this storm was demonically inspired is the usage of the word translated “rebuked” in verse 24.  The Greek word is epitimao, my lexical aid says “to blame, censure, chide, rebuke, warn or berate.  It is am abrupt, curt, and biting charge pointedly expressing disapproval and connotes a sharp or harsh tone.  In Mark 1:25 it is used thus: 
25"Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" (the context is of a demon being cast out of a person in the synagogue in Capernaum).
Matthew 17:18 has another case where the word is used.
18Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.
Luke 4
41Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.

Jesus was not soft with demons, asking them nicely to leave the persons that they had inhabited.  He spoke with authority and commandingly.  

Remember also that he was on his way to confront Legion, a strong demonic influence that terrorized the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  I think that there was a demonic influence that was at work in the storm that broke while Jesus was asleep so strong, that even the hardy professional fishermen were scared for their lives.  The enemy was trying to stop what went on in the next passage.
Have you ever talked to an inanimate object before?  If there was no demonic influence then why would Jesus talk to a storm like this?  

Why would He ask where their faith was?

(He had told them let’s go over to the other side of the lake, he didn’t say under! The way of Jesus is to take us through the storms of life rather than find a way of escape.)

Luke 9
1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases,

He gave them power and authority over all the power of the enemy.
Luke 10:19
I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.

What storms are confronting you that you need to rebuke?

