Luke 7:1-10
Warm-up: Have you had a close friend or relative that died? How did it affect you? Describe your emotions.
The Faith of the Centurion 

1When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, 5because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." 6So Jesus went with them. 
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 
9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." 10Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 
 
What did you guys get from verses 1-6?

This Roman Centurion was different from the average Roman in many respects.  We find five things about the Centurion:
1) The fact that he was a Centurion set him apart as a man among men. Centurions were the backbone of the Roman army.  In early Roman times they commanded 100 men but their responsibilities varied greatly by the time of Jesus, he could have had many more under his authority.  The ancient historian Polybius offers a list of qualifications looked for in centurions. They must be not so much "seekers after danger as men who can command, steady in action, and reliable; they ought not to be over anxious to rush into the fight; but when hard pressed they must be ready to hold their ground and die at their posts."

2) He really cared for his slave; the Greek word is doulos, which literally means a bond slave.  In Roman law a slave was defined as a living tool to do with as the master wanted.  A Roman writer on estate management recommends the farmer to examine his implements every year and to throw out those which are old and broken, and to do the same with his slaves. Normally when a slave could no longer perform his work through old age or illness he was thrown out to die (William Barclay).  This servant had endeared himself to his master.  I wonder how he did it. Was it his diligent care for his master? The mind can only wonder.
3) This Centurion was a believer in the God of Israel and had come to trust in the Lord.  His financial situation tells us that he had a lot of responsibility as he has paid for the building of the Synagogue.  What a man invests his time, energy and money in is what is important to him.
What do you invest your time, energy and money in? Those are the things you value highly.

4) At a time when anti-Semitism was virulent, this Centurion had a different attitude to the Jewish people he was living amongst. Usually an occupying force is not greatly loved by those who have to pay taxes and live under new rules and regulations and laws that are different. The Romans as a whole considered the Jews a filthy race; they spoke of Judaism as a barbarous superstition; they spoke of the Jewish hatred of mankind and of everyone who was not a Jew.  They would not even enter the household of a non-Jew for fear of being contaminated (Acts 10:28).
 27Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?" 
30Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor (Acts 10:27-31).   
The testimony of the Jewish Elders was that the Centurion loved the Jewish nation, an extremely rare thing and as such he deserved his servant or slave to be healed.  I believe that we will be judged on how we have treated the Jewish people in our lifetime.  Not because they deserve it but because they are loved of the Father and will be our brothers. 

Zechariah 2
7 "Come, O Zion! Escape, you who live in the Daughter of Babylon!" 8 For this is what the LORD Almighty says: "After he has honored me and has sent me against the nations that have plundered you-for whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye- 9 I will surely raise my hand against them so that their slaves will plunder them. Then you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me.

Genesis 12
2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."
Romans 11:
25I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 27And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins." 
28As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. 30Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you. 32For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.

 Anti Semitism is, I believe, from the pit of Hell.  Two times in scripture alone Satan has tried to wipe out the Jewish people. In Egypt, under Pharoah in the book of Exodus, and in the book of Esther under Haman.  In history we have read of the pogroms of Russia (The film and play “The Fiddler on the Roof” was about this time period) where many Jews were killed and of course under Hitler six million were killed in Hitler’s “final solution.”
5) He was a man of humility and faith. A man of faith will always have a humble heart.  This Centurion felt unworthy as to even have Jesus under his roof.  He decides to risk his reputation by going to a Jew for help for his friend.

Don’t you think that what he did was a bit risky? After all Jesus was actually on his way to lay hands on his servant, why would a person risk not having him come when he was already on the way? What does it say about the Centurion? 
John Wimber, the man who started the Vineyard group of churches used to say “faith, to a large part, is spelt R.I.S.K.” It is risky business to step out in faith, but it honors God.
Why didn’t the Centurion come to Jesus himself on behalf of his servant? Why did he send the Elders?
Perhaps, (I am postulating here) fearing his own unworthiness, he felt it would fall badly for his servant.  Maybe he felt that if the Jewish Elders would plead his servants case there was a much greater chance that his servant would be healed.  The Elders word and reputation would carry much weight with Jesus, the holy man.  Remember too, the intense hatred the Jews had for the occupying power, the Romans, of which he was one of its officers.
Jesus did this miracle of healing without touching him and at a distance.  Why did He start walking then? Why didn’t Jesus, seeing as how He was so busy, just say the word and save the walk?

For the disciples, their faith journey took many miracles before Peter could say, when asked by Jesus “who do men say that I am.” Peter had come to the conclusion that Jesus was the Son of God.
For most of Jesus' disciples, their faith grew gradually as they see Jesus exerting power of an ever widening circle -- blind, lepers, the dead, the powerful storm on the Sea of Galilee. After Jesus had calmed the waters they are stunned.

"Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him." (Luke 8:25)

They have walked with him for a year or so and still haven't figured out the extent of Jesus' power. But the centurion has a profound understanding without even meeting Jesus in person. Let's consider the centurion's great insight.

The centurion sees Jesus as a commander like himself. He knows Jesus doesn't have to come into his servant's chamber, and lean over him, lay hands on him, and personally raise him up. The centurion recognizes that Jesus has authority in the spirit world to heal. Period. By whatever means and by whatever agency. The centurion recognizes that all Jesus has to do is to speak the word and it will be accomplished by those forces under him. "But say the word, and my servant will be healed." (7:7) Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
We often think that if only Billy Graham or Benny Hinn would come and pray for me, he would have enough faith and power. If only this man of God would come or that woman of God would come, God would heal.  Often our faith is in men and not in the person of Jesus.  We look to the personal instrument of the healing rather than to our Lord who can accomplish the task with just a word -- his own word. He is the Delegator of the power, not some great saint past or present. They are mere instruments.

 This is the clear implication of the passage -- delegated spiritual authority to perform miracles. Jesus is the Delegator. And in your own corner of the world, you are the delegate. Nothing has changed. He is the captain, you are the private or corporal or sergeant, and you carry out his orders with his full authority and power backing you up, to accomplish the task by any authorized means.

The Centurion illustrates this faith of his by comparing it to his own profession. He understands that his soldiers are sent at his word to do what he commands, he delegates his authority.  Just as the Centurion commands any of his soldiers in the same way he believes that Jesus has spiritual authority and what he says goes.

Now, lets look deeper at authority and what it is.  When Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon became too proud, God had to humble him for a time; his authority was taken from him.   
Daniel 4
30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?" 
31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes."
This authority is an invisible something that is hard for us to grab a hold of and define.  For His own reasons God gives authority even to bad kings to rule i.e.
Daniel 7
5 "And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, 'Get up and eat your fill of flesh!' 
6 "After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.  This passage speaks prophetically of the Greek empire.
Matthew 7:29
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  What was different about Jesus’ teaching? He had authority.  It was not just the words or the way he said it in my opinion, it was a spiritual something that when you see it you recognize it and when you don’t it lacks that certain something.  Sometimes it was recognized through the things that he did:

Matthew 9 5Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home." 7And the man got up and went home. 8When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men.

Other times it was recognized by the Jewish leaders and they tried to bring him under their delegated illegitimate authority.  For instance:

Matthew 21:23
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?"

What do we mean by the word “authority?” What does it communicate to you?
Our English word “authority” comes from the Latin augere –to make increase or make grow.  The Greek word that is translated into authority is the word Exousia; My new testament Lexical aid says about this word “It is permissible, allowed.  Permission to do something.  It denotes not only the physical capability to do something, but also the right and authority to carry out the action. 

Authority has to have power to back it up and responsibility also.  Those who are given authority must be given power to back it up.  It’s a bit like our policeman who directs traffic here at the Vineyard; authority is when he puts up his arm and tells you to stop, if you choose to ignore his authority he also has a gun on his hip, his power to back it up.  His authority is delegated authority that goes all the way back to the President of the United States and of course, he has to answer to God and the people.  There is with authority responsibility as well.  Each level of authority is responsible to those in the chain of command.  Authority is spiritual in nature.
There are those with illegitimate authority.  The chief priests in Jesus’ day had illegitimate authority.  Their authority was positional authority and not spiritual in nature.  They were ripping off the people by selling lambs at the Passover at extortionate prices and changing money at rates that stole from the people.  They were abusing their position.  
If we want to know true spiritual authority as Jesus did, we must stay in obedient relationship to the source of the power, because authority is delegated power.  This is what the Centurion understood so well.  He did not say ‘I am a man with authority,’ he said, ‘ I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me’  “I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

The Centurion knew that he had authority over his 100 or so men as long as he stayed under authority himself.  His men obeyed his orders unquestioningly, because they knew that if they disobeyed the centurion, his superior would back him up, and his superior’s superior would do the same, all the way back to Rome.  All the power of Rome stood behind the Centurion, as long as he stayed under authority.  If he stepped out of that obedience, he lost his authority.  True authority is spiritual in origin, that is, it proceeds from the spirit of the one exercising it and impacts on the person over whom it is exercised, also in his spirit.  It carries and ‘oughtness’ about it that registers on the person’s conscience, but, and this is important, it leaves his free will to choose to obey or disobey. (Taken from Understanding Leadership by Tom Marshall).
We have a friend in England, whom we have known for years.  He is a Pastor himself.  He wrote recently to us that he believed God was sending us back to England, that was why we were having difficulty with our visa situation.  God was sending us to that area where he lived to help him in his work.  My friend had stepped out of true authority and was manipulating in his words.  He does not understand that true authority leaves a person’s will free to choose to obey or disobey.
When those who are exercising authority are not themselves living in obedience to a higher authority- what happens? In that case what comes out is not authority at all, but willpower, emotional pressure or forceful argument.   Because all these have the origin in the soul, it will impact on the other person’s soul also.  There will be a clash of wills, conflicting arguments or opposing emotions.  The person being given the orders will either give way under the force of stronger soul power, but feel resentful or bitter, or he will stand up for himself and there will be open conflict.  When I choose to obey true authority I do not feel inferior or put down in any way because true authority is spiritual and respects my moral freedom (Tom Marshall).
Luke doesn't record Jesus even having to speak a word to him, and of course the Centurion hasn’t met him yet either.  He understands true authority; if we too can stay in obedience to God, we too can know authority and power in the same way Jesus did.
Matthew 28
17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

