Luke 6:37-49
Warm-up:  Share an example of extravagant giving that you have heard or seen or been on the receiving end of.  (Goes with 38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap).


Judging Others 

37"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 
39He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 
41"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 

A Tree and Its Fruit 

43"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. 

The Wise and Foolish Builders 

46"Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 47I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete."
Let’s look now at the passage:  

Judging Others 

37"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 
39He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 
41"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.”
Jesus here adopts a style of preaching that was common at that time.  It reads like a string of disconnected separate sayings.  It could be just Luke recalling different things he had said but more than likely it’s an instance of the Jewish method of preaching.  The Jews called preaching Charaz, which means stringing beads.  It was a style of preaching designed to hold and maintain interest, moving quickly from one topic to another.  Each topic is separate in thought.

If there is a common theme with these three passages it would be, in my mind anyway, on the topic of reproducing what you are.  Apple trees beget apples, your character will determine your fruit, the outflow of your life.
There is a spiritual law that is written into the universe from the day that God created it, the law of reciprocity.  Just as the law of Gravity, reciprocity is similar, it cannot be seen but it is a powerful force in the universe.  

	
	"...thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.", Leviticus 19:18 
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	"What is hateful to you, do not to your fellow man. This is the law: all the rest is commentary." Talmud, Shabbat 31a.
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	"And what you hate, do not do to any one." Tobit 4:15 


Jesus put it this way “do to others as you would have them do to you.”
We have the saying “what goes around, comes around.”

The thought seems to me to be similar to sowing and reaping (verses 37-38). 
2 Corinthians 9:6
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.

 What we sow is what we reap.  In another place he said “those who live by the sword will die by the sword” (Matthew 26:52) The thought here is that those who live a violent life will have violence continually in their lives.

If we do not judge then what will come back to us in our reaping what we have sown is that we will not be judged.

The measure that we give, not just in money, but in time, effort, energy, it will return back to us with the measure that God gives and we cannot out give God.  His measure that He uses is pressed down, shaken together and then filling up again until it runs over.  He doesn’t have a level measure it is piled up much more than we expect.

To the measure that we sow with, to the same measure we will reap a harvest. 
Matthew 13
7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9He who has ears, let him hear."

What would cause the harvest to vary in size to a Christian at the end of his life?  
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you (Verse 38).

There seems to be a difference in what is taught here.  In one place he teaches that the measure that we use, will be the measure that we get back and in another place, Matthew 13:8, there is a 30, 60, and hundred fold return.
 Why is there a difference?  
There are eternal benefits to what we do here on earth, rewards from God are measured in different capacities, 30, 60 and 100 fold returns.  1 Corinthians 2:9
 "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"
Verses 39-42.

What is Jesus talking about through this parable?

We underestimate the power of modeling.  Jesus says that everyone that is fully trained will be like his teacher (v.40).  From where do we receive our values? If our focus of attention is on people behaving badly on TV, we will find that we are no different to the world.  But if we have, as an habitual lifestyle, a love for looking into the mirror of God’s Word, we will become like our teacher. God’s nature seeps into our being.  We become like the people we hang out with.  Their values seep into our being.

Ephesians 5
25   Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
26   That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,
27   That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Exodus 38:8 (KJV)
And he made the laver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of the lookingglasses (New International Version uses the word mirrors)of the women assembling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

The laver was made from the brass mirrors of the Israelites.  It was a poor reflection but when it was shined up, or burnished, they could actually see what they looked like. In the same way, the Word of God is able to show us ourselves and Christ, as if we were looking into a mirror.  We are made clean, cleansed as we meditate, think on, mull over, the Word of God and what it means to you and I, right here right now. 
The picture that we get from the Ephesians passage is that the Word of God is a cleansing agent that, as it is applied, is able to change our characters, our inner nature. Jesus said to the disciples 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. (John 15:3).

What are we saying? Verse 40 of Luke 6 is teaching this very principle of we will become like the person or persons who are shaping our values.  If we get our values from the Word of God and the Spirit of God, who will continually show us Christ, we will be conformed into his image.

Romans 8:29
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

It is imperative that we work on our own character before we think that we can change others.

John Wimber knew this well.  He was teaching on church growth to a large room full of pastors.  One man stood up twice and interrupted John saying “yes, I know all that, but I came here to learn about Church growth, how can I get my church to grow? After the second time he had interrupted, John said to the man “how many more like you do you want?” It was a word of wisdom from heaven.  The man fell back in his chair suddenly seeing the principle that John was teaching.  We reproduce what we are.

Apple trees reproduce apples.  The godly Christian will reproduce after his kind.

Jesus puts it in a word picture that I’m sure had everybody laughing at the ridiculous idea.  A man with a huge plank stuck in his eye trying to get a speck out of his friend’s eye.  The man obviously could not see the huge plank in his own eye.  We need to look at our own lives and seek to change ourselves first and then help others.

In verse 40, the phrase “is fully trained” is the Greek word Katatidzo it was used in the common language to put back into place so something could function properly as in a bone that had come out of joint.  It was also used for a fisherman mending the holes in his net.  It is translated equipping, preparing, or perfecting in Ephesians 4:11.  God’s plan for you is for you to be fully trained and equipped, ready for anything that you may face as a Christian.  To be conformed to the image of your master.  
In a second sense, there is a great responsibility to the teacher, such as myself, I will reproduce what I am; I must be careful that I am reproducing Christ to those that hear me.  Godly character is what God is looking for

James 3
1Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.
I must first of all take the plank out of my own eye if I want to help others with what is in their eyes>
Now to verses 43-45. A Tree and its Fruit
People speak only what is in their hearts.  The obvious intent of Jesus’ comments in vv.43-45 was to inculcate obedience in the hearts of his disciples so that they would produce the fruit of righteousness, both in word and in deed.  (Marvin Pate, Luke commentary, page 162)  I had to look up the word inculcate to understand what it means, 

inculcate 

to fix beliefs or ideas in someone's mind, especially by repeating them often:

· Our football coach has worked hard to inculcate a team spirit in/into the 

· players.

Jesus was really ramming home a truth that we do well to hold on to.  What you put in is what you can expect to come forth.  I can only get out of my computer what I put into my computer.  Be it the Internet or documents I have put into it. “For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks”(vv.45).
The words of our lips are an analysis of our hearts.  A wise man will work on what flows from his lips.  We are not talking about just cuss words, which obviously we must make the utmost effort to eradicate from our lives.  God will often allow us to be in stressful situations so that, when under pressure, we will get an opportunity to see how much of our fleshly nature we still have to work on, our beams that are still in our eyes.

It’s not that we never help others because we are not perfect ourselves, I don’t believe in sinless perfection in this life, if we think we are so perfect, we will more than likely be prideful.  The closer we come to Christ, the more we realize that without Him we are nothing.   The closer we come to Christ the more we lose self and reproduce Him.

We fear Communism and radical Islam but we will not defeat them just by bombs and bullets.  Their ideology can only be changed by lives that are transformed by the love of Christ in us loving our enemies.  The need is for men and women that are fully living lives that are laid down for the cause of Christ.

The Wise and Foolish Builders, vv. 46-49.

We shall not meditate on this in great depth because we have already looked at the way we are shaped by the receiving of God’s Word in conforming our character to the image of Christ.

The emphasis here seems to be for the Word of God to not just be heard with head knowledge, but with heart knowledge, having a heart that will say “inculcate your Word in me.”  Help me to put your word into the very foundation of my life so that when the storms of life come, I will not fall away from your love, grace and mercy.

