Luke 4:38-5:11
Jesus Heals Many

Warm-up:  What’s your favorite place of solitude that you go when you just need to get away from it all, either in the past or the present?

38Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. 40When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ. 42At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." 44And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

There are some that say that because the first Pope, Peter, was not married then the priests should not marry too.  Here in this passage we are told that Peter indeed did have a wife.  His mother in law was sick. Paul the Apostle tells us:

3This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me. 4Don't we have the right to food and drink? 5Don't we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord's brothers and Cephas? (Cephas is another name for Peter) 6Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? (1 Corinthians 9:3-6)
Notice how he healed his mother in law “he rebuked the fever, and it left her” The Greek word used here for the English word ‘rebuke’ is the word “Epitimao” which means to blame, censure, chide, rebuke, warn or berate.  It is an abrupt, curt, and biting charge pointedly expressing disapproval, the taking to task of someone for a fault, and connotes a sharp or harsh tone.  (Lexical aids to the Key Word Study Bible).

Wouldn’t you wonder about Jesus talking to your mother in law like that?  This is more than likely the first time he’s met her, and Jesus is in her house, having been invited to dinner after church! She got up totally healed and began waiting on them.  

Does it sound to you that maybe this sickness was demonically inspired? What do you think?
I certainly would be quick to say that not every sickness has a spirit behind it.  I think maybe a ratio of around 5% of sicknesses would be likely in countries that are dominated by a worldview that is Judeo/Christian in values.  In certain countries where the demonic is openly practiced it is probably higher.  Perhaps Haiti through voodoo and certainly parts of Africa too. 

Verse 40 states that the people brought to Jesus ALL who had various diseases, and He laid His hands on EACH ONE, and healed them. Notice that demons came out of many people.  He had power to shut their mouths and would not permit them to speak. 
Verse 42.  Jesus needed to replenish himself, He went to the source of His power and authority, and he found a solitary place to pray, as was His custom. 

Where do you go when you need to pray, is there a specific place that you like to get alone at?

Jesus uses a strong emphatic word to describe His mission.  “I must preach the good news of the Kingdom of God to the other towns also.”

Jesus had a strong sense of mission.  He does not say “I want to” but I must!
It’s a strong word in the Greek.  Amos 6:1 says “Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.”  Jesus was moved with compassion for the lost.  He could not sit idly by while the sheep was wandering over the hillsides away from His Father.

What is your mission in life?
Luke 5:1-11
The Calling of the First Disciples

1One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 
4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." 
5Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." 
6When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" 9For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. 
11Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.
I wonder why the fishermen were washing their nets.
What do you think was involved with washing a net?  Why did they wash their nets?

In my younger years I was brought up as a commercial fisherman. I worked with my father on his trawler.  My father, I’m told, used to take me out fishing from the age of six.  I remember that the pay was 50 pence which is equivalent today (Feb 04) of 75 cents for a days work.  We used to sail at 3am in the morning which meant I had to get up at 2.30.  Most days we would get home about 5pm.  The only time we ever washed our nets was when we were putting them away.  The rats would get at the nets and eat the small weeds, mollusks and sea anemones that would cling to the nets, of course, the rats would chew the nets and we would have large holes that we would have to mend.  In cleaning the nets we would spread them out over a large piece of ground to dry and then shake out the weed one piece at a time.  We would use different nets for different seasons of the year.  You couldn’t catch the same fish all through the year.  Of course, I am talking about the east coast of England, not the Sea of Galilee, but I suspect that it was a similar situation.    Certain fish would be caught more easily at certain times in the phases of the moon.  Their feeding habits would change.  On the Sea of Galilee, they would use mostly a seine net, which is a long sheet of netting with weights attached to the bottom and floats at the top.  The end thrown out first would have a buoy attached.  The boat with the net being parceled out would then go around in a large circle hopefully encircling a school of fish.  As the boat came back to the buoy they would pull both ends of the net from the bottom first which formed a huge bag.  The walls of the net would then be pulled in with the fish.  I presume in the days of Jesus that the boats would beach and the walls of the net would be pulled from the beach.  Today the fish are hauled out mechanically with hydraulic winches and pulley blocks.

Another problem that was peculiar to the Sea of Galilee was the fact that there was little movement of the water due to it being an inland lake.  There is an outlet, the river Jordan, which flows down to the Dead Sea.  In an inland lake such as the Sea of Galilee, there is hardly any tidal flow, which means that the water had very little silt and is quite clear. Fishing during the day was quite impossible due to the fish seeing the nets and boats.  They would swim away before the boats would encircle them.  Fish really are cleverer than we give them credit for.  When catching Mullet in England I would sit on the stern of our boat and watch the Mullet jump over the headline of our net which was on the surface to escape the net.
To avoid the fish seeing the net they had to fish at night. 
That day Jesus was after catching more than fish.  He wanted to catch Peter, James and John, the three that he came closest to amongst the disciples.  Peter, James and John were washing their nets we are told (v.2).
How did he get their attention?

What did God use in your life to get your attention?  

He caught them bit by bit.  First He asked if He could sit in their boat and talk to the people  Then He asked Peter to put out a little from shore.  Then it was can we get out into deeper water and let down the nets for a catch (v.4).

He involved them in a miracle.  He didn’t have to catch fish.

We need to be involved with Him in His enterprises to win the lost.

Billy Graham was won to the Lord by a youth leader who asked him to drive a few of his youth to a Tent Crusade.  His motive in asking was to win Billy Graham.  Billy was bored with sitting in the van and entered the tent and heard the Gospel and was saved.  We need to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  We need to scheme with the Holy Spirit in the winning of our friends and loved ones to the Lord.

What do you read into Peter’s reaction to the catch of fish? (v.8)
What Jesus did was quite impossible in Peter’s eyes.  First, it was during the day.  Secondly, Peter had never seen a catch like this.  They did not have nets strong enough or boats big enough.  This was supernatural and Peter knew it!
Peter probably could reason away his mother in law being healed but he was struck with his own sinfulness at the impossibility of so many fish at such a time of day. Jesus told him: “don’t be afraid, from now on you will catch men.”
There was a godly reverential fear in Peter. 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding (Proverbs 9:10).
The fear of God, which is the beginning of wisdom.  He was just the kind of man that Jesus was looking for.  

What about you, do you have a fear of God which is the beginning of wisdom?

What is meant by a fear of God? 
To me it is a reverential respect not a cowering, quaking fear.  It was the kind of awe and reverence that had all three, Peter, James and John, leaving such a huge catch of fish and following Jesus.  As an ex-fisherman that shows commitment!
