Luke 4:31-37

Warm-up: What was the scariest movie you have seen?
Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit 

31Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 32They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. 
33In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, 34"Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God!" 
35"Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. 
36All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" 37And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. 

  Capernaum was located on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  As the scripture says, one goes downhill as you approach the Galilee area due to it being on the northern end of the Great Rift Valley that extends from Galilee to Kenya in Africa.  The Galilee is one of the most beautiful areas in the world with many wild flowers and flocks of migrating birds using the land bridge of Palestine from Europe to Africa rather than flying over the Mediterranean Sea. 
Archeologists have found the ruins of the synagogue where Jesus taught in this passage.  Most tours to Israel take a visit to Capernaum and very near to it is the place where most believe the Sermon on the Mount was taught. 

Again and again we see Jesus teaching in the synagogues.  He made it a habit to be in Church.

Verse 32 says that they were amazed at His teaching because his message had authority.  What do you think that looked like?  What was so different from the regular teachers?

Maybe it was more than the fact that he did not quote other religious teachers to confirm what he said.

Hebrews 4:12. For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-​edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Under the anointing of the Spirit the word that is preached is powerful and is “living” the Greek word used is “Zao” it means not only living, but causing to live, vivifying, quickening.  

When Jesus preached, things happened.  When ministers of the Word of God are full of the Spirit, hearts are laid bare; conviction comes to the people if they are in sin.  People leave church feeling better than when they entered.  They are vivified, energized by the ministry of the Spirit of God. 
John 6:63. “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.”

2 Corinthians 3:17.  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

When the Spirit of God is manifest in the midst, Demons cannot stand.  They often begin to lose control over the person they inhabit.  They seek to keep their presence hidden for the most part.  When God is moving in the midst, the demons will manifest themselves.  Sometimes it will be screams, others will talk and use the persons vocal chords.  Many times the voice will be different to the person’s body that they are using.  Other times there will be terrible blasphemies and swear words emanating from a person who is not known to have ever used words like that.

What would be the warning signs to you that tell you that the person in front of you has a demonic problem?

The person often hears voices within himself.  The voices have destructive tendencies.  Often the thoughts are to harm others and himself.  Sometimes the voices will deceive the person into thinking that it is God’s voice.  Both the men that shot John Lennon and President Reagan said that God had told them to do it. 

Sometimes there are visible reactions when in worship, such as here in our passage.  This person who was inhabited by a demon was probably a normal church attendee.  He may have had a separate side to his life where he gave expression to the demonic hold in his life.  Sometimes people with this problem will go to church to assuage their guilt concerning the private life they are leading.  Of course, they never expect that the Spirit of God will show up.

Sometimes they are in the grip of a compulsion, an expression of whatever demon that is resident in his life. 

What opens the door to demons entering a person’s life?

Sin, plain and simple.  There seems to be natural spiritual barriers to demons infesting a person’s life.  When satan in the book of Job, wanted to destroy Job’s testimony of a righteous life, he complained that he could do nothing against Job.  He said “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has.” The word translated hedge describes an invisible barrier of protection to the spirit world.  In Job’s case the enemy was allowed in without sin being the cause.  God had a purpose in writing the Book of Job.

Satan seeks to get a toehold in a person’s life by tempting toward a specific area in the person’s life where he is weak.  The more the person gives expression to the sin, the more the enemy gets a hold.  The toehold becomes a foothold  and finally becomes a stronghold.

Can a Christian have a demon? 

I personally don’t believe that possession can happen but I do believe that a Christian can be oppressed by a demon through unconfessed sin.  

Luke 13.  A Crippled Woman Healed on the Sabbath 

10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. 
14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath." 
15The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"

Verse 34.  The demon speaking through the man says “have you come to destroy us”

Why did the spirit refer to himself in the plural?

Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" 
24But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons." 
25Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you (Matthew 12:22-28).

"When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 44Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation" (Matthew 12:43-45).
Jesus doesn’t deal lightly with demons, “Be quiet! Jesus said sternly.” The demon threw the man down but there was no destructive capability, the spirit came out without injuring him. Verse 36 says that the crowd witnessed authority and power.  Exousia is the permission or authority to do something; it denotes the right to do something.  The other word in the Greek is the word Dunamis, from where we get the English word dynamite.  This word means to be capable, sufficiently powerful.  It is intrinsic power.  Exousia is likened to the traffic cop standing at an intersection directing traffic.  He has authority to tell you to do something.  If you do not do it he has dunamis, power, in his gun strapped to his waist to make you do it!  Demons recognize this authority and power.

Just a word of caution.  Don’t take on demons without sufficient prayer backing.  The scripture says “Greater is He who is in us than he that is in the world.” Having said that, it is always wise to have a least one experienced person in on the deed of casting out a demon. Please talk to your pastor about these things before seeking to confront demons.
Prayer:  Father, thank you for your power that rests upon us due to our relationship to you. Give us wisdom in the walking out of these things. 
