Luke 4:1-13
Warm-Up: What is one of the books other than the Bible that has had the greatest influence on your life? Why?
The Temptation of Jesus 4:1-13

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 
3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread." 4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.' " 
5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So if you worship me, it will all be yours." 8Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.' “The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. 10For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;  11they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.' " 12Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' " 13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

What stands out to you from these verses?

What’s the hungriest you ever remember being?

It was the Spirit that led Jesus into a dry empty barren place.  He was on a high.  He had just been filled with the Spirit and we know that he was given the Spirit without measure, 


33The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit (John 3:33-34).

The Spirit needs to train Jesus in the proper use of His power.  A time of hardship, temptation, weakness and battle will bring every emotion and human tendencies firmly under His control.  He will not wield the power of the Spirit without knowing the mind and will of God for each and every situation.
Do you think that Jesus, as the third person of the trinity, was able to use His own power?  Were His miracles done by who He was as the Son of God?

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
    6Who, being in very nature God, 
       did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
    7but made himself nothing, 
       taking the very nature of a servant, 
       being made in human likeness. 
    8And being found in appearance as a man, 
       he humbled himself 
       and became obedient to death-- 
          even death on a cross! 
    9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
       and gave him the name that is above every name, 
    10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
       in heaven and on earth and under the earth (Philippians 2:5-10).
It is a thought that Jesus was totally abandoned to using the Spirit’s power and not His own.  He had to be led by the Spirit just as we have to.  There was a difference though.

John 3: 34For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.

I think that the devil waited to tempt Jesus when he got to the end of the forty days, when his body actually started to starve.  An average human can go 40 days without eating.  The body uses up its storage of ketones, and when that is depleted, starvation starts to happen.  The body at that point begins to use up living tissue.  Bobby Sands the Irish terrorist in a British prison went on hunger strike.  He went 64 days on water before he died. 
The enemy waited until Jesus was at his weakest before he flung all his weight in an all out attack.
The first test: the temptation of a private nature. 
Cleverly, the Devil uses Jesus’ deity as leverage to ply Him into acting independently of His Father. 

3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."

The implication is, “How can you—the almighty Creator—be hungry? Create some bread for yourself.  No one will know.  You deserve a little pleasure.

He turns the offer down with a quote from scripture.

4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.’”

The second test: the temptation of power.  

Why go to all the trouble and pain of winning the world when it can be handed to you on a silver platter?” This would mean no suffering, no struggling, no sacrifice.  Just one little compromise and this world and the crown of power that goes with it are all His.  Then what is the problem?  It bypasses the Cross.  God wants His Son to rule over all the kingdoms of the world, not with a crown of power given by the enemy, but with a crown of thorns worn on a cross.

The third test: the temptation of a public nature.

9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. 10For it is written: 
   ”‘He will command his angels concerning you 
       to guard you carefully; 
    11they will lift you up in their hands, 
       so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'[3] " 
12Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test’”

If Jesus had flung Himself off the pinnacle, His life would most likely have been preserved, but not his mission.  The test was to see whether He would draw all people to Himself by relying on the way of sensationalism or the way of the Cross.  Jesus chose the Cross.

What can we learn from the temptations that He endured?  What’s in it for us?

Just because we have passed one test, another might be on the way. Be careful when you are at a mountain top experience in your walk with God, the valley temptations may be next.

We parry temptation with the Word of God, just like Jesus did.

In what ways are you tempted to take reckless risks to make your dreams come true?

