Luke 24:13-35

A God Who Hides Himself
Warm-up question: Where’s your favorite walking place to think, pray or just be alone? What do you like about that place?
On the Road to Emmaus 

 13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him. 17He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?" 19"What things?" he asked.  "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 25He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Walking our dog in the evening is one thing that my wife and I love to do together, often praying and discussing our day. Once in a while if my wife is at work, I walk the dog by myself, often one mile, sometimes two.  Although I might walk alone, I am always conscious of the fact that I am not really alone. I have always enjoyed my solitary walks, wherever I have lived. When we lived in Jerusalem, one of my all time favorite walks was from Maale Ha Hamisha, Israel, to Jerusalem, a distance of several miles. Maale Ha Hamisha is considered to be the place where the Ark of God was kept for three months in the house of Obed Edom after being captured by the Philistines (2 Samuel 6:11-15). Along with 120 other believers, Sandy and I walked along the same path that King David and the Priests of God walked as they carried the Ark of the Covenant from Obed Edom’s house to Jerusalem. We sang and prayed during the walk which lasted several miles. This walk had a profound effect on me. We prayed for the peace of Jerusalem and God’s blessing on the city as we walked. It was an awesome time. 
Here in this passage we have two disciples of Christ walking together toward the village of Emmaus, seven miles westward of Jerusalem. We are told the name of one, Cleopas (Verse 11), but not the other.  The day they were walking we know to be Sunday, the third day after the crucifixion of Christ (Verse 21). Passover had finished but the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted seven days, was still continuing. This was their first opportunity to walk more than a mile. To walk any further than a mile on the Sabbath was considered work. We don’t know why they were walking westwards away from Jerusalem, it may have been that they were walking to their homes or to a place of work. 
As they walked, a stranger came walking along behind them. The stranger caught up with them and heard a very deep and intense conversation.
What kind of things do you think these two disciples were talking about?
It seems that they were comparing notes with one another and reflecting on the last three days events (Verse 14). Perhaps they talked about the curtain torn from top to bottom, the curtain that separated man from God in the Temple (Matthew 27:51), an event quite shocking to any Jewish person. Maybe they talked about the tombs breaking open and the bodies of many holy people coming out of their grave (Matthew 27:52), which certainly was something to talk about. They were obviously believers but had become quite disillusioned due to the fact that the one they hoped would redeem them had been murdered at the hands of the religious leaders. Depression and discouragement had settled in their hearts. Their belief and trust had been thrown to the ground, “we had hoped that He was the one who was going to redeem Israel” (Verse 21). 
Why of all the disciples to visit on this first day of His resurrection, would he come alongside these two discouraged believers, and for it to be recorded for us?
I see it as a lesson to those of us that are strong believers to take time, and come alongside those who are weak in their faith, building them up and encouraging one another by explaining the scriptures that our God is never far from us, even when we are low in our faith. He is always close at hand and ready to meet with us and especially when we lack understanding in what He is doing in us and through us. He will always manifest Himself to those that are seeking Him and enquiring after Him.
We are told two things about this appearance to the two. Luke tells us: “they were kept from recognizing him” (Verse 16). Some think it was the setting sun in their faces as they walked westward in the late afternoon. I think there is another explanation for this which is also reinforced elsewhere in scripture. Mark, in his gospel, tells us: Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country (Mark 16:12). 
Why would Jesus appear in a different form to these disciples? Why would He travel incognito?

I personally think that there are times that God deliberately keeps us from recognizing that He is listening and walking with us on the road of life. We tend to hide or not admit just where we are at with spiritual leaders. We are not so open hearted with our pastor about what is going on in our lives as we are with others that are just like us. In 1991, I was church planting in England, working for the church three days a week. The other three days I did painting and decorating sometimes on my own contracts and other times doing sub-contract work for different companies. One particular company I worked for had employed a number of painters and we were working on a large car park together. When I was hired to work with this band of painters, I asked the boss not to tell them what I was doing on the other three days of my work week. Often I find that one is treated differently when people know you are a pastor, or a “man of the cloth.” It was around the third week working with this band of about ten men that they noticed that I wasn’t there half of the time. They enquired as to where I was the other days. I declined to tell them. This provoked a lot of discussion among them as to what I did with the other days when I was not at work with them. I had a lot of fun with them while they kept trying to guess what I did. The popular notion was that I was a gigolo (a young man supported by an older woman in return for his sexual attentions and companionship). This was obviously when I looked a lot younger! They wound up very frustrated in a fun way with me. I became very good friends with them all. One of them, Rick, I became especially close to. We often sat and ate our sandwiches in his car at lunchtime. When he asked me what I did, I divulged a little more information. I had been teaching a ten week course which covers the basics of the Christian faith called “Alpha.”   I told him: “I teach a course on character modification.” Suddenly he was “all ears”, confessing to me that he longed for his character to be modified. By this time I had worked together with the team of painters for several weeks and had become part of the group even though in some ways I stood out like a sore thumb. (I am sure those of you that have worked on building sites know what I am talking about. The language on a building site can get pretty ripe.)  I know that they could sense that there was something different about me and were getting curious about my “alter ego.” They started asking me more and more personal questions.  One day when I sensed that I had become “part of their group”, I told them that if they would give me the half hour of their lunch break, and we could all sit down together, I would tell them what I did and why I do what I do. I took the half hour and shared with them my experiences of near death, making plain the gospel, and how God had led me to Himself. I also told them that I was now pastoring a church. One of them gave their lives to Christ and the others were clearly impacted by my story in which I tried to communicate God’s love for each of them. If I had told them in the beginning what I did, they would not have allowed me into their hearts, I am sure of it. 
Perhaps these two disciples would have talked differently if they knew who it was that was walking alongside them. Not realizing who they were talking to, they were able to share with him and articulate why they were so low and disillusioned.
This is not the only time our God hides Himself from His people. That same morning Jesus had risen and hid His identity for a short while from Mary Magdalene:
 13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15"Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). (John 20:13-18). 

 Truly you are a God who hides himself, O God and Savior of Israel (Isaiah 45:15).
It seems to me that they were kept from recognizing him, i.e. their blindness was of a spiritual nature and not a natural phenomenon at all. Gideon also spoke with the LORD without realizing who he was talking to (Judges 6:22-23). Samson’s parents also spoke to God incognito (Judges 11:16-23). God shows up as the Angel of the LORD. When the word Lord is capitalized it always means Jehovah, God Himself. The Angel of the LORD most people believe to be a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Himself. I wonder how many of us have had angelic visitation or Jesus Himself come alongside us personally.

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it (Hebrews 13:2).

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:14).
Have you ever sensed an angel or the Lord Himself close to you? Tell us about it.
I wonder how many times the Lord has been walking with us and we have not been spiritually aware enough to sense that it was Him.
If Jesus were to walk alongside you today, what “heavy burdens” would you like Him to carry?
Cleopas and his friend are amazed at Jesus’ question about what has been going on in Jerusalem. Their body language portrays their incredulity. Verse 17 tells us that they were shocked to a standstill with their faces downcast. Their hearts were low as they talked about their hopes and dreams for the future being broken and dashed by the crucifixion. Our God longs that we share with Him exactly where we are at in our faith. He knows us more than we know ourselves, yet He loves us more than we can ever realize. In verse 19, He says “what things?” It’s not that God doesn’t know what is going on in their hearts and ours, He longs that we might talk with Him about our situation. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). He is a good listener. I’m sure that Cleopas and his friend shared more than is written down for us, but Jesus does not reply until it is all out there. When they are all done, He replies with a bible study, not getting out a scroll but thoughts and meditations that are laid up in His heart and mind. This was a courageous thing for these disciples to confess, that they were disciples of Jesus. Since the beginning of Passover the Disciples of Christ were experiencing great fear. Their beloved Master had been murdered by the religious elite and the 11 disciples had locked themselves away in an upper room in case they were betrayed and killed too. Cleopas was quite brave to openly talk about being a follower of Christ to this man whom he thought to be a complete stranger. I believe that if they had not openly talked and shared their knowledge of Christ, this stranger would have carried on and the disciples would not have been educated and furthered in their faith. I wonder how many times our master has had to pass us by because we did not take the initiative to openly share with a stranger or a friend the life giving message of our Savior’s love. When we are willing to give, we shall also receive, for to him who has, and gives of what he has, more shall be given. I’m not talking about money; I’m talking about giving of ourselves. 
What value do you see in Jesus doing a bible study with them instead of just telling them who He was?

What they needed was to understand what the scriptures taught; their hearts would only be lifted by understanding clearly God’s purposes. Their thinking was that Jesus would be a king that would release them from Rome’s bondage and occupation. Jesus opened up the scriptures to them beginning with Moses and the Prophets (Verse 27).
What stories from Israel’s history do you think Jesus would have talked about? 
We are told that their hearts burned within them as Jesus opened their understanding of the Word of God. He was connecting with their hearts as He talked. Their later confession was: “were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us” (Verse 31). The fire burns within our hearts when God breathes on His word as we meditate on the scriptures. My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned (Psalm 39:3). Do not underestimate the power of simple reading, meditating and musing on the word of God.
On the road of life that you are on today, is the cause of Christ burning in your heart, or would you say that you need Jesus to come alongside and breathe His words upon the embers of your heart?

As they approached the turn off for the village where they were going, Jesus made as if to go on further, probably saying goodbye to them. 
Why would Jesus act as if He was going further?

This is not the first time that Jesus acted as if He would pass them by. In Marks gospel we are told of a time when He went alone to a place to pray through the night, while praying in the dark He saw that they were having difficulty and went out to them at three o’clock in the morning:
48He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50because they all saw him and were terrified (Mark 6:48-50).
He would not force Himself on them; it was only due to their fearful cries that He turned to their boat. Our God delights in being wanted not for what He can do but for His person. He gently awaited their invitation to come to the house where they were staying. Have you invited Him into the house of your heart? Does He live within? He has given you the gift of free will and longs to walk this road with you casting your sins behind His back, if you will openly confess where you are at, and give Him full control of who you are and everything you own. He wants to come and dine in sweet fellowship with each of us reading this message. At their strong invitation, He went with them.
The two men sense something about this man that was a stranger to them. Usually the host will break the bread and bless the food before his guest, but in this instance Jesus is invited to bless and break the bread, praying over the food. As He has shared the scriptures with them, they sense a kinship with Him in some way. What a model the Lord Jesus is to each of us, He didn’t preach a long sermon to thousands of people after His resurrection, He took time with the ones and two’s, teaching them the scriptures and building them up in the faith.

I think the two disciples sense a Godly man in their presence. I’m sure they were convinced that this man must be a Rabbi to know the scriptures and expound on them like Jesus did. As the unleavened bread is broken and the blessing is pronounced, “Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the world, who has caused bread to come forth out of the earth," their eyes are opened and they recognize that it is Jesus. The most amazing thing happened as their chins hit the floor and they mouth the word “Jesus!” He disappears before their very eyes!
Why would Jesus disappear upon their recognition of Him?

We are to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). His disciples had been relying on His visible presence, some of them for three years, but now it is time to lean on His invisible presence. What about you? Will you believe that you are special enough to God, that the Messiah, Jesus, would come alongside you this day and lift your heart to behold Him? Perhaps you would like to prepare bread and even a glass of juice, and ask Him to come close and reveal Himself to you as you break bread. Give Him the weight of your troubles. Ask Him to forgive you of your sins and refresh your life with His presence.
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I invite your presence and ask you to walk beside me in what I am going through. Help me to recognize that you are with me. Reveal yourself to me, make me aware of your master plan for my life.  Amen.
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