Luke 22:54-62

Peter, the Broken Disciple
Warm-up question: Can you think of any event that has been life changing to you, and that has brought about changes in your character?
Peter Disowns Jesus 

 54Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This man was with him." 57But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said. 58A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." "Man, I am not!" Peter replied. 59About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean." 60Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." 62And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

I had big questions when I was in my late teens as many people do. It was a time of soul-searching. The questions were similar to the ones that other people of the same age in my town were asking, but nobody seemed to have the answer. The questions were all about life. Who was I? Where was I going? What is happening on planet Earth? What am I created for? Is there a God, and if so what on earth is He doing? Why does He let bad things happen? I committed myself to a spiritual quest to find the answers. I was blessed with money and time. Working with my father as a commercial fisherman enabled me to earn lots of money for my young age. As long as I had somebody to work in my place for a few months, my father would let me wander off and travel the world for a while until I was ready to come home. I traveled to five different continents in search of “the meaning of life” and in search of myself. I can tell you that the result of all of that searching culminated in an act of surrender when I gave my life to Jesus Christ. In discovering what I had found to be the truth in the person of Christ, I felt that my search was at an end, or rather that this discovery was my true beginning. I hope to share a little of that story with you in this study of Luke. When Christ was invited to come into my life, I felt that I had finally found what life is for, what it is all about. It was awesome to think that He, the God of the whole universe, would come and rule in my life and take up residence in every room of this temple, my body. 
If life is just about finding Christ, why doesn’t He take us home when He has found residence in our lives? Is there something more to life than just finding Christ?
There is something more that I have found since walking with Christ for these past 29 years. God uses the rest of our lives to transform us from the inside and make us more like Himself. Paul talks about this process as something that starts slowly and increases with time as we are obedient to the Spirit of God. As this happens, we reflect His glory and our lives have a transforming effect on those around us as well.
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18).
The Greek word metamorphoō is the word that is translated with our English word ‘transformed.’ It means “a change of place, condition or form. To transform, transmute, to alter fundamentally. Used of spiritual transformation, it is an invisible process in Christians. This change takes place during our lives in this age.”
 John the apostle also speaks of this change that God is bringing about within us:
2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is (1 John 3:2).

J.R. Miller wrote, “The only thing that walks back from the tomb with the mourners and refuses to be buried is the character of a man. What a man is, survives him. It can never be buried.”
 Henry Ward Beecher put it this way: “Happiness is not the end of life; character is.” Once we become Christians, God is at work in our lives to make us into people of character, and our character is measured by our responses to life’s trials and difficulties. Thomas Chalmers also wrote about character this way: “The character wherewith we sink into the grave at death is the very character wherewith we shall appear at the resurrection.”
What qualities do you expect to see in the character of a true leader? What character traits would enable you to trust him or her?
So, the question that is before us today is how does God bring about this change and how can we cooperate with Him? How does God shape a man or women’s character and prepare him or her for eternity? Our passage in Luke about Peter will help us to see how God works.
When I look for leaders that I can work with and help to equip for what God has called them to do, the first thing I look for is love toward God and love toward people. I want to see that a person can take risks, that he or she has an outward focused heart and I want to be that kind of person myself.  Peter had that raw leadership gifting in his spiritual DNA. He took risks that others would not take. We see him getting out of the boat at Jesus’ command to walk on water (Matthew 14:30). He showed his courage when he attacked the high priest’s servant Malchus in Gethsemane to keep Jesus from being captured (John 18:10). We also see his obedience toward Christ when Jesus told him to push his boat out into deep water for a catch of fish. He did so, even though he believed that it was impossible because they did not catch that kind of fish during the day there in the Sea of Galilee. (Luke 5:4).
Can you think of things that you felt God was asking you to do which seemed impossible? Was it risky? What happened as a result?

 Although Peter often showed great faith and was not afraid to risk, there were other characteristics that had to be refined if Peter was ever to be the man that God needed as a pillar of the New Testament church. There were big plans ahead for Peter and God had to work in his life to make him fit for the task ahead. The flaws which hindered Peter’s spiritual growth were his lack of humility and his arrogance, which was demonstrated in his rash and impulsive words and actions. At the Last Supper, Jesus had told Peter that the enemy would shake his faith:

 31"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." 33But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death." 34Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me" (Luke 22:31-34).
God had foreordained a test to reveal to Peter his character flaws. The test would demonstrate what Peter was made of when none of his friends were around, when the other disciples were not looking. D.L. Moody once said, “Character is what a man is in the dark.” Do you think that God Himself designs these tests for us in our lives to reveal and refine our character? Would He really go through all that trouble? We have an example of this in scripture. Let’s see what Moses said about this:
2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands (Deuteronomy 8:2).

Let me ask you a question. Does God know what is in my heart? Of course, He does! So is the test for His benefit or mine? The test is designed by God to show me something about myself that I do not see up to the point of the test. 
What tests are you going through at the moment and how can others in your small group pray for you?

One cannot be open to the Spirit’s work of transformation until he or she sees him or herself as God does. When Peter responded to Christ’s prophetic word saying that he was ready to go to prison and to death for Christ, Peter was not aware of his spiritual weaknesses and flaws. There was no talking to Peter about this; he disbelieved Christ’s prophetic words self confidently affirming that he had the strength of character to follow all the way. He was so sure of himself. Let’s go with him to see how God breaks his heart and allows him to see his own character flaws:
It was more than likely past midnight when Jesus was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane. He is led first of all to the house of the High Priest, Annas, father in law of Caiaphas (John 18:16). Annas questioned Christ, hoping to get something from Him in order to find some charge with which to accuse Christ. Meanwhile Peter followed at a distance from what Matthew calls “a large crowd” (Matthew 26:47). The distance was more than a mile approximately from Gethsemane to the house of Caiaphas.
What do you think was going through Peter’s mind as he followed at a distance?

His pride may have been hurt due to Christ’s rebuke in taking the sword to the ear of the high priests servant. He also may have been wondering why Christ had allowed them to take Him, especially as Jesus had put this “large crowd” on the floor with His words “I am He.” He would have been fearful of the soldiers and Malchus, that they would capture him and put him to the sword especially as they now had Jesus bound and probably in chains. John the apostle tells us that he also was with Peter as they followed Christ and that he had first gained entrance to the courtyard of the high priest while Peter had to wait outside of the entrance door into the courtyard:

 15Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 16but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in.17"You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked Peter. He replied, "I am not." 18It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself (John 18:15-18).
What had reduced the apostle Peter to deny being a disciple in front of a servant girl? Could it be that this first denial of Peter was because he was afraid that the young girl would call the soldiers? We cannot tell what fears were in his mind at that moment. It seems that John had departed from the courtyard after letting Peter in. It could be that he was listening in as Peter was suspected of being one of the disciples, and decided that it was too risky being there. Let’s give Peter credit that he chose to stay longer. Luke tells us that Peter sat down with a group of people warming themselves by a fire after the first denial (Luke 22:55). Apparently the young girl did not believe Peter’s first denial and came up close to see his face in the light of the fire. It seems that the second denial was more of a prolonged exchange for Matthew tells us:

69Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said.  70But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said (Matthew 26:69-70).

Luke tells us that the servant girl looked closely at him seated in front of the fire, and accused him before the other people sitting around the fire saying, “this man was also with him” (Luke 22:56). His denial to one or two people around the fire constituted his second denial. This is often the way temptation comes to us. We give the enemy an inch and he takes a foot, give him a foot and he takes a yard, give a yard and he takes a mile. We must be aware not to compromise an inch of our lives to the enemy of our souls. It seems that Peter was now afraid that his cover was blown and he needed to get away from the fire in the courtyard. He moved to the gateway trying to find an exit:

 71Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" (Matthew 26:71-72).

There is nothing to tell us that the household servants would have done anything to Peter, he had been reduced to his denials out of his own fear. Luke tells us that an hour went by between the second denial and the third and last:

  59About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean." 60Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" (Luke 22:59-60).
At the time of the last denial, the group had a witness that made Peter completely lose his composure for John tells us:

26One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, "Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?" (John 18:26).
The pressure of the witness together with a few of the servants around him made him call down curses on himself, wishing himself a violent death at God’s hand if he was lying about knowing Jesus: 
 73After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 74Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly (Matthew 26:73-75).

How painful it was to hear the cock crow a second time and be immediately reminded of Jesus’ words that before the cock crows twice, Peter would deny his Lord three times. It seems that it was at that instant that Jesus was brought out of the house of Annas to be taken to the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest in office at the time. Luke is the only one of the gospel writers to record what took place next:

Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." 62And he went outside and wept bitterly (Luke 22:60-62).
As soon as the words had left Peter’s lips for the third time, Jesus looked at Peter and their eyes connected. I don’t think there was any accusation in Jesus’ eyes, only sadness for Peter. The Greek word translated looked is emblepo, which describes a fixed look, almost a stare. This look broke Peter’s heart; he went outside and wept bitterly.
Why is Peter’s failure recorded for us in such depth?

This is not so much about Peter’s failure as about his repentance. How quickly he repented. How many of us have fallen and denied our Lord? We may not have done so with our lips in the way Peter did, but I am sure that at one time or another, we have denied Him with our actions. This passage is recorded for us in order to show us God’s mercy and complete forgiveness. God often allows us to experience pain, for it is an excellent teacher. Often it is only when our pain makes us hit rock bottom and we are broken of our pride and self adequacy that we are brought to a place where we look to the Rock, our Savior. 
The LORD will judge (for and on behalf of) his people and have compassion on his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free.  (Deuteronomy 32:36)

While we have adequate resources to fight our own battles the Lord lets us carry on. We may find ourselves devoid of help, having no strength left to accomplish what needs to be done in our own strength, having no back up plan, no one to call to for help. That is the point at which God steps in to fight our battles for us. When we are weak, then we are strong (1 Corinthians 1:27-29). 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise. (Psalm 51:17).

The place of our brokenness is the place where God can step in and save and heal us. For me, my trial and test has been to seek to bring my family back to their home country. I have tried so many ways to bring them home.  After 16 years of Church Planting, my wife wanted to see more of her family.  God used it as a refining tool to drive me to persevere on my visa problem.  I just knew inside that it was not God’s will for us to be forever barred from Sandy’s home country.  I had to wait for God’s timing.  God has been using this whole issue in my life as a means to break me and bring deeper trust and dependence in my life, and I am not through this trial yet. God’s school of training is more than Bible College, more than head knowledge. His training often includes brokenness and a contrite heart.  Over the last 29 years that I have been following Jesus, I have learned that God uses our life experiences as a school to teach us and prepare us for eternity.  He molds and shapes our character through every day situations. Some of the situations can be very trying; the death of a family member, a financial need, an impatient child, the list is endless.  For me it was the need of a visa to take my loved ones home.  When the right time has come and the work of God is done, then He has compassion on His servants, when he sees that THEIR strength is gone and they have no reserves, no hidden back up plan….Just God.

What do you think God is teaching you through your own life experiences at this present time? Do you know what the lessons are yet?

Jeremiah the prophet in Chapter 18 of the book of Jeremiah was taken down to the Potters house and saw the potter making a Jar of Clay.  It was all bent out of shape and had no beauty, or correct shape to be used.  The potter took it off the wheel and started again with the pliable clay to form it into what he wanted to create.  The lesson that God was teaching Jeremiah and Peter was that through the brokenness,  God will reshape each and every one of us.  All He needed was a broken and contrite heart.

A.W. Tozer: God never uses a man greatly until he has hurt him deeply.

What do I mean by brokenness?  What is it?

Brokenness is the working of God in a person’s life leading to a point of abandonment of one’s self to a place of complete dependence and trust in their Father’s care.  John Collinson, an English Vicar puts it this way:
“When to do the will of God means that even my Christian brothers will not understand and I remember that even His brothers did not understand or believe in Him, and I bow my head to obey and accept the misunderstanding, this is brokenness.  When I am misrepresented, or deliberately misinterpreted, and I remember that Jesus was falsely accused but He held his peace, and I accept the accusation without trying to justify myself, that is brokenness. When another is preferred before me and I am deliberately passed over, and I remember that they cried “away with this man and release unto us Barabbas” and I bow my head and accept rejection, that is brokenness.  When my plans are brushed aside and I see the work of years brought to ruins by the ambitions of others and I remember that Jesus allowed them to lead Him away to crucify Him, and He accepted that place of failure, and I bow my head and accept the injustice without bitterness, that is brokenness.  When in order to be right with my God it is necessary to take the humbling path of confession and restitution, and I remember that Jesus made Himself of no reputation and humbled Himself to death, even the death of the cross, and I bow my head and I’m ready to take the shame of exposure, that is brokenness.  When others take unfair advantage of me because I’m a Christian and treat my belongings as public property and I remember that they stripped Him, and parted His garments casting lots, and I bow my head and accept joyfully the spoiling of my goods for His sake, this is brokenness.  When one acts toward me in an unforgivable way and I remember when He was crucified, He prayed “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” and I bow my head and accept any behavior towards me as permitted by my heavenly father, this is brokenness.  When people expect the impossible of me , and more than time and human strength can give, and I remember that Jesus said “this is my body which is broken for you” and I repent of my self indulgence and lack of self-giving for others, this is brokenness.” 

Prayer:  Father, we remember the great man of God that Peter became through his trials, how You were able to use him greatly, despite his shortcomings. Would you continue to work in each of us, and mold us like clay, so that we may be more like You and accomplish the things You have prepared for us?
� Key Word Study Bible, AMG Publishers, 3565 Metamorphoō, page 1651.


� As quoted in Twelve Ordinary Men, John MacArthur, Page 47, W Publishing Group.
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