Luke 22:1-6

The Betrayal of Jesus
Warm-up:  What’s the occasion of the best meal you have eaten? It could be the tastiest, the biggest, or having the most beautiful surroundings.
 1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 

I have lived in Israel three different times in my life, amounting to just under a year and a half. Each time, I stayed with Christian friends in a community style setting. We enjoyed close friendships and a sense of purpose as we sought to live out our faith and be visible representatives of Jesus to the Jewish community in Jerusalem. We all felt a deep connection to the land and the people. Since we were living pretty simply those days, my first Passover dinner stands out as a very memorable event. Most of the time we were living on bread, vegetables, rice and solet, a fine ground cereal mixed with milk. Imagine my pleasant surprise to be invited to a Passover Seder or celebratory meal; we would actually be fed lamb! I was a young Christian living in the Holy Land, knowing very little at the time about the annual Passover Celebration. I must confess that I over-indulged on the first and second course before I realized that my hosts were bringing out seven different courses lasting for several hours! I have never eaten as much in my life! 
To the Jewish person Passover is the biggest meal of the year, similar to the thanksgiving meal for an American, or Christmas meal for a Brit. God had commanded the Israelites to appear before Him at the Temple in Jerusalem three times a year (Exodus 23:13-15), and the Feast of Unleavened Bread commonly called Passover was one of the three times. In the time of Christ there was not enough room to accommodate all the pilgrims that would come for the annual Feast of Passover. William Barclay tells us that the Roman Emperor Nero belittled the importance of the Passover to the Jew. Cestius, the governor of Palestine at the time, in order to show Nero just how important Passover was, took a census of the lambs slain on a particular Passover and the number was 256,000. The law laid it down that the minimum number of people gathered in a home for a Passover dinner or Seder was 10. If those figures are correct then it is possible that Jerusalem swelled to over 2,700,000 people during the Passover.
 We can easily understand why the disciples and Jesus would sleep out in the open on the Mount of Olives in the Garden of Gethsemane. One wonders why He did not stay at the home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary, situated just over the other side of the Mount of Olives not even two miles away in Bethany. Perhaps it was because the Garden of Gethsemane was less that half a mile from the temple, an easy short walk to arrive early in the morning for all the people to hear him teach in the temple (Luke 21:37-38). 
Verse 2 tells us that the chief priests and teachers of the law were afraid of the people. When one considers how many people were in Jerusalem for the Passover, what are some of the scenarios they may have been fearful of?
There does not seem to be any fear of Jesus as such, the text says that the religious leaders’ fear was concerning the people. It is very possible that they witnessed the time the common people were so sure of who Christ was that they tried to make him king by force.


Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself (John 6:15).
It is possible that with so many people in Jerusalem, they may have thought that Christ would take the opportunity to whip the crowd up, have the religious leaders killed for the way they had been misusing the temple for their money making schemes, and pronounce Himself king. The religious leaders had sent the temple guards once to arrest Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles. It must have been threatening for these leaders to have the guards, who were under direct orders of the High Priest, come back refusing to arrest Jesus. The reason that they gave was even worse, they directly disobeyed their orders because they were overcome with his words.
45Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" 46"No one ever spoke the way this man does," the guards declared. 47"You mean he has deceived you also?" the Pharisees retorted (John 7:45-47).

What was it that was so influential about Jesus’ speech that made the Temple guards refuse to arrest Him? 
Imagine that you were one of these temple guards, asked to arrest Jesus. Have you ever been in a situation where you were told by someone in authority to do something which you felt was morally wrong, unfair, or simply a bad decision? What did you do, or could you do anything about it? 

Such influence over the hearts and minds of men was scary for the chief priests and teachers of the law to consider. It must have appeared ominous to them seeing so many thousands attending the teaching of Jesus from early morning till dark during the days leading up to Passover, no wonder they sought some way to get rid of Jesus (The Greek word anaireō, translated with the words get rid of, means to kill, put to death). To the great relief of the religious leader’s, one of the disciples, Judas Iscariot, came to them with a plan of how he would betray Jesus. There has been much speculation as to what really happened when Judas betrayed Jesus, prompting questions such as; “was Judas really at fault?” “If all that happened was meant to be, and Jesus knew that Judas would betray him, did Judas have a choice in the matter?” and “Did Judas truly repent and receive forgiveness for what he did?” Although we may not be certain of all of these answers, we will examine some of the possibilities. First of all, we are told in verse 3 that “satan entered Judas, one of the twelve. Does that mean his actions were totally controlled by satan, or did he have a part in the betrayal himself?
Judas Iscariot

To understand this verse of scripture, it would help us if we looked more into the life of this man called Judas. To us in the 21st century the very name Judas is the picture of treachery and betrayal, a name that is very rare for people to give their children, but in the time of Christ it was an honorable name. One of the twelve tribes of Israel was named Judah, and King David emerged from that tribe. Judas may also have been named after Judas Maccabeus, an Israelite who led the Jews to victory over the Seleucid Empire, more than 175 years earlier after Antiochus Epiphanes sought to destroy the Jewish faith and Hellenize the Jews. His surname, Iscariot, tells us the town that Judas came from, ish (“man”) of Kerioth, a small town in the south of Judea. 
Judas had so mastered the art of hypocrisy that when Jesus told the twelve during the Last Supper that one amongst them would betray Him; none of the eleven had figured out which of them was the betrayer:

20When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21And while they were eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me." 22They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?" (Matthew 26:20-22).  

Even Judas was still trying to hide his treachery from the others by saying: “surely not I, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.”(Matthew 26:25). 
I think that Judas was sitting in the place of honor to Jesus left hand side as he tried to hide what he was planning. We know this because Jesus was in easy reach of Judas to hand him the piece of bread that Jesus had just dipped into the dish. 

 21After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me." 22His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." 25Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 26Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him (John 13:21-27).

The order of seating was John, reclining to the right of Jesus with his head against Jesus chest. Peter was to his right asking him to ask. How did Judas get to the other seat of honor to Jesus’ left? Perhaps it was due to the dispute that went on at the Last Supper over which of them was considered the greatest. It could be that Peter was upset at getting a lesser position around the table due to Judas stealing a march on him. We don’t know more than what we are told, logic can only go son far.
Judas could not hide his treachery from the Lord. He was very good at looking like a believer, doing the same things, attending the same meetings, dishing out bread to the hungry, but at the core of his heart, he had never changed. Each day had come and gone of the three years he had followed Christ. He had seen much evidence before him of just who Jesus was and yet his heart had grown darker as he hardened his heart to the Spirit’s promptings. We are told in scripture that Jesus knew early on just where Judas’ heart was at:
64Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him (John 6:64).

Here we are told categorically that Judas did not believe, he had never placed his trust in Christ. We are talking here about a heart belief that brings about change in one’s life. Judas had a mental assent to the person of Christ, but at the core level of his being he had never received grace and forgiveness for his own sin, turning his life over to Christ in simple faith. This is powerful deception at work. Our enemy, satan, a very real spiritual being, is at work in the world to keep hearts and minds blinded to the truth concerning Christ. He seeks to influence every person to not act upon truth that comes to the heart and mind. One can have an acceptance of the facts of the gospel, an understanding even of the great truths concerning Jesus Christ, but yet not receive the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone can save each one of us from the penalty of our sinful lives. Our enemy loves to keep people in a mental assent to the person of Christ and His salvation, but only a genuine repentance, a turning over of our lives, to the person of Christ will ever bring us out of our spiritually dead condition (Ephesians 2:1). 
"The god of this age (satan) has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God." (2 Corinthians 4:4)

"As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient." (Ephesians 2:1-2).
The enemy, satan, will even use those that we love and cherish to speak words that will deter us from following Christ. We must realize that satan blinds the minds of those around us and will even use them as his mouthpiece. Of course, they often do not realize why they say what they say; there is an enemy spirit at work in those who are disobedient to the faith.
Why did Judas continue to follow Christ if he did not believe?
We cannot know for sure. Perhaps it was the fame of being one of the twelve. It can be a curse to a man or woman’s heart to be famous. Fame will keep a person from the humility of heart that God seeks for in His servants. I wonder how many of the “stars” we see in Hollywood will ever be seen in heaven. Judas was definitely famous as one of the twelve. The ‘stars’ of Israel at the time would have been religious leaders and teachers. There was often a throng of people gathering around and following after Jesus and His disciples. 
It may have been worldly ambition to be seated on a throne when the Messiah’s kingdom would come. He could have been seeing the Messiah as a political savior only.  He probably thought himself to be well placed as one of the twelve to have money and riches, authority and a throne to sit upon with Jesus and the 11 others when they would finally break the constraints of Rome. (Some of Jesus’ followers were disappointed when Jesus did not chart a course in this direction, as they were expecting a Messiah who would liberate them as a nation and lead a successful revolt against their oppressors.)
Perhaps it was the money that Judas loved. He was in charge of the finances for the party of disciples. When Mary, the sister of Lazarus, honored Jesus by pouring out her treasure on Him, a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume, pouring it on his feet, wiping His feet with her hair, Judas was incensed:
4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me” (John 12:4-8). 

This event had happened just a few days before the crucifixion of Christ (John 12:1). Perhaps not getting his own way with the expensive perfume being sold was an additional motivation as to why Judas would sell out Christ. Could there have been some bitterness harbored toward Christ when he couldn’t get his hands on a year’s wages? He could see no value in someone’s treasure being poured out on the Lord’s feet. Think of it, if one of your friends was just about to blow 30,000 dollars (an approximate year’s wages for an average person today) on some person’s feet, wouldn’t you see that as a bit excessive? It wouldn’t be if we believed that this man was God in the flesh, which Mary did. The longer Judas was exposed to the truth about Christ and yet remained hard hearted and unresponsive, the darker his heart became. How can Judas have seen Christ move in a gift of revelatory knowledge concerning knowing the name of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:5), and yet not think that Jesus would not know that he was stealing out of the money bag? 
Returning to our original questions about the responsibility and the intents of Judas;
What do you think it means when verse three tells us that satan entered Judas?

I am of the opinion that Judas had not had a change of heart, especially when we take into account John 6:64, which we already looked at above, that Judas was an unbeliever. A Christian has spiritual armor that is given to him that protects him against demonic attack and control (Ephesians 6:10-18), but someone who is not yet a believer can be a pawn in the enemy’s hands. Sometimes even believers who are not mature enough to deflect enemy thoughts and cast them down (2 Corinthians 10:3-5), can be the mouthpiece of demonic attack on another. Jesus himself had to parry a blow from satan working through Peter, after Jesus had talked to the disciples, telling them that he would be killed and would rise again. Peter felt that he must have a chat with Jesus:
32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men" (Mark 8:32-33).
Satan did not enter into Peter’s life, he had merely thrown a thought into Peter’s mind, and Peter had acted on the thought and spoke those words to Christ. Jesus immediately recognized that Peter was being used by satan to deter Him from carrying out the Father’s plan, and spoke to satan, much to the surprise of Peter, I am sure. Satan does not steer clear of churches, he joins them! He does more harm against God’s people by sowing tares than by pulling wheat. If believers can be influenced by satan, how much more those who have not yet submitted their lives to the Lordship of Christ?
How can satan gain access into a non-Christian’s life?

There is a natural barrier that prevents spiritual attack. In a time long ago, even before Abraham, satan had a hard time with a guy named Job. He couldn’t do anything against Job without God taking down the ‘hedge’ that protected him.
8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."  9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10 "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land (Job 1:8-10).

Now in this particular incident God allowed satan to go beyond the hedge of protection, not to enter his life, but to strip him of things and to test Job’s faith, by attacking his health, his children and his possessions. The end result in this case was that Job’s faith was tested and found to be strong, and his blessings were returned and multiplied to him. This passage shows teaches us that God has a protective hedge that satan cannot penetrate without God’s knowledge and control. If satan had total authority on earth with nothing to hold him back, chaos would reign completely, as satan comes to kill, steal and destroy. There are things that can lower our defenses and even invite satanic activity in our lives however. Dabbling in the occult opens the door to the enemy but the main way satan gets access to a life is if he is given access through sin. This is especially true of the habitual sin that we can fall into. The enemy seeks to get a toehold into the door of our lives, and then a foothold. The more territory we release to him through habitual sin, the more he will take. The temptation occurs first in the mind, and the more we yield to the thought, the more ground in our actions the enemy takes. The more we yield our will to sinful thoughts, the more a compulsion sets into our character. God spoke to Cain after he had murdered his brother Abel saying:

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it" (Genesis 4:7).
Is Judas still to blame for betraying Christ if he was taken over by satan?

Judas was not coerced into doing what he did. Satan did not forcibly move Judas’ feet to the religious leaders. There was no external force upon Judas to betray Christ.  This was planned out in advance by Judas as over a period of time he had listened to the enemy’s voice as opposed to Christ. A person becomes a slave to the one whose voice he obeys:
 16Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? (Romans 6:16).
Judas had become a slave to satan over a period of time, as satan had repeatedly whispered and appealed to different motives that he had found in Judas. Jesus had tried through his teaching and through outright warning to the disciples that one of them had been infiltrated by the enemy:
70Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!" 71(He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) (John 6:70-71).

The enemy works to influence us by sowing thought seeds into our minds. To have evil thoughts come to us is not in itself sin, but it is if we harbor those thoughts and act upon them. It has been said by one wise person; you can not stop a bird from flying around your head, but you can stop it from building a nest there! Francis Schaeffer once said, “The spiritual battle, the loss of victory, is always in the thought-world.” A man is not what he thinks he is, but what he thinks,… he is. The mind is the seed-bed of our character and actions and Judas had allowed the enemy to visit him there and seeds of destruction had been sown and cultivated. Over a period of time Judas’ natural barriers had been worn down through the enemy nesting in his mind and heart.
What could be the motive for Judas selling out Christ?

It certainly seems as if the incident with Mary’s perfume worth a year’s wages not being found in the purse of Judas would be a good motive, but perhaps there was more to it than that. Some suggest that Judas was seeking to force Jesus’ hand to rise up against the Romans so that a confrontation would ensue and Jesus would use His power to overcome Roman rule. Who knows what was in his mind as he walked to visit with the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard? (Luke 22:4), what we do know is that Judas was watching for an opportune time and place to betray his master with a kiss on the cheek (verse 6), and had already received the thirty silver coins in payment for doing it even before it was done:

 14Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. 16From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. (Matthew 26:14-16).
30 silver coins was the cost of a common slave in the time of Jesus. The supreme servant of all was sold for the price of a common slave. The money that was used was money that the chief priests had available to buy sacrificial lambs used for the Passover sacrifices. Jesus Christ, our Passover lamb was bought with money to be used for the Passover sacrifices. 

Clearly this was not a rash decision made by Judas. Verse 16, tells us that he took time to think through how he was going to call the Temple guards and betray Jesus with an act of love and devotion, a kiss on the cheek. Don’t you think that was a slap in the face for Jesus?

In the overall plan of God, why would He allow His Son to be betrayed by a friend?

Have you ever been betrayed by a friend? Many of us go through this test of being betrayed by a friend, business partner or relative. Has someone very close to you that you love ever hurt you with their words and actions? No one can ever say to God, “you don’t know what it’s like.” Jesus took the worst that this world could throw at him and yet still in the garden when Judas walked up to him greeting Him, calling Him rabbi, and kissing Him on the cheek, He could reply saying to Judas “Friend, do what you came for” (Matthew 26:50). Whatever you and I go through in life, Jesus has been there and can be looked to for help. As our leader He has been through every fiery trial that can be thrown at us by our enemy, and still harbor no bitterness and resentment. His trust was in God every step of the way through the pain of His rejection by Israel. Whatever you are going through in life, He has been there before you and is able to come alongside you in every trial and help you go through it.

Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted (Hebrews 2:18).

Prayer:  Lord, I pray for healing for those of us who have been betrayed, hurt and wounded by others. Thank you, Jesus, for being the perfect model to us in the way you responded, turning the cheek to those who hurt you. Would you come and heal us? We pray for those who have hurt us and extend forgiveness to them. Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they have done.  Amen.
� William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible, Gospel of Luke, Page 262, Published by Saint Andrew Press, Edinburgh.
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