Luke 21:12-28

The Last Days
Warm-up: When you were a child, who did you look forward to seeing or visiting the most? What was it about them that made you feel that way?
 12"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

 20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that it’s desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 

We are continuing our study of the Olivet Discourse as recorded by Luke in chapter 21, looking also at Matthew’s recalling of the same talk (Matthew 24). There are no natural places to stop one study and transition to the next, so we have to dive in where we left off from our last study. In the last study, we saw that the disciples waited (Matthew 24:3) until they were seated on the Mount of Olives across the Kidron Valley from the Temple Mount before asking Jesus two questions; “when will this happen?” (This is in reference to every stone being thrown down from the Temple,) and “what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). When the disciples asked these questions, uppermost in their mind was the thought Jesus was talking about the end of the age or what was referred to as “the Day of the Lord.”  Looking back in history however, we can see that the destruction of the Temple was not the end of the age, the end of the age is still a future event. Jesus, in verses 8-11 describes signs of the end of the age which we reviewed in the previous study. Let’s examine together verses 12-24. We will look at verses 25-28 a bit further on.
If verses 12 through 24 refer to a time in history, what specific historic events do you see being foreshadowed?  

1) A time of Persecution (verse 12). Jesus prophesies that the early believers would undergo a time of persecution for their faith (Acts 5:17-41). First of all the attack was only on the apostles, but later  God allowed persecution to widen, causing the gospel message to be spread out to districts outside of Jerusalem (Judea and Samaria, Acts 8:1-3; 12:1-5).

Even though verse 12 seems to be talking of the persecution in the Book of Acts, is it possible that this could also refer to the church experiencing persecution in the end times? (Revelation 6:9; 12:17; 13:7; 16:6; 17:6; 18:20).
2) The apostles would be brought before Kings and Governors (Verse 12). This was fulfilled when Paul was brought before Felix, the governor, in Acts 24. He also appeared before King Agrippa in Acts 26. Paul had made an appeal to Caesar as well, although we are not told in the New Testament when that happened.
3) Armies would surround and destroy Jerusalem (verse 20-23).Josephus, the Jewish historian of the time, tells us that in A.D.70, this prophecy was fulfilled as the Roman emperor Vespasian sent his son Titus to crush a rebellion and destroy Jerusalem. Over 1 million lives were lost and 97,000 Jews were taken as slaves into the nations of the world.

4) Jerusalem would be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled(Verse 24). The word trampled on is the Greek word Pateō which means: “A beaten path. To tread, as a winepress. To trample on or have in subjection.”
 This has been partly fulfilled by the Roman burning of the city in A.D.70 but we must ask ourselves the question: 
Do you think the Times of the Gentiles (Verse 24) have been fulfilled? What could this verse mean? Some would explain this as having to do with the city of Jerusalem being occupied by many different armies and people since 70A.D. The Jews started to return to their land at the beginning of the 20th century. The Jewish people were given the right to return to the land of Israel by the Balfour Declaration of 1917, an official letter from the British Foreign Office headed by Arthur Balfour. He was the UK's official Foreign Secretary to Lord Rothschild, who was seen as a representative of the Jewish people. The letter stated that the British government "viewed with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.” The British had captured the land from the Turks in 1917 during the First World War. Jewish people returning to the land became a flood after the Second World War when the Holocaust of 6 million Jewish people occurred at the hands of the Nazis. Britain moved out of the land in 1948 and the land was divided up between Jews and Arabs. It was at that point that Israel finally became a nation. Immediately upon the announcement of the new State of Israel, the gentile nations around Israel attacked. Israel could not capture Jerusalem at the time, but had resounding victories on all fronts. A second war against the Arab armies still did not yield Jerusalem to the Jews in 1956. Jerusalem was captured from Jordan during the Six Day war in 1967 and Israelis were now able to worship at the Western Wall, a retaining wall of the Temple area. The Temple itself was completely destroyed and all its stones thrown down in fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy (Luke 21:6). The Temple Mount where the glorious temple of Israel had once stood was allowed to stay in the hands of the Moslems when the city was captured by the Israelis. The Temple Mount with its mosque and shrine are currently administered by an Islamic trust that enjoys total autonomy.




The picture above is a sketch of the Temple Mount with the Western Wall with its plaza on the bottom left, the golden Dome of the Rock in the center, and the black-domed al-Aqsa Mosque on the far right.
The issue of the ownership of Jerusalem will continue to be a controversial problem between the Jews and the Arabs until the coming of Christ. Jerusalem has been declared to be the capital of Israel, but only El Salvador and Costa Rica have placed their embassies there. All other countries have placed their embassies in Tel Aviv, Israel’s largest city. Zechariah the prophet spoke hundreds of years ago concerning the days in which we live, when the people of Israel have returned to their homeland:
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "I will save my people from the countries of the east and the west. 8 I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their God" (Zechariah 8:7-8).
God warns the new nation of Israel that even though He will bring them back to their land and restore them to Jerusalem, the issue of Jerusalem will be something that will injure any party that attempts to solve the problem:

2 "I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. 3 On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves (Zechariah 12:2-3).

Now I am really going to stick my neck out and say something that is going to be a shock for many of you. I do not believe that there will be a battle of Armageddon. I do not find anything in scripture that tells me that Armageddon will be the site of the last battle on earth. Nowhere are we told that Jesus will fight the armies of the nations at Armageddon. I’d better back up my thoughts with scripture. There is only one place where Armageddon is mentioned, we are told that three evil spirits are sent out:
“they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 15"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." 16Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon” (Revelation 16:15-16).
I see Armageddon as a gathering place, just as we are told. It is a natural flat area with the port of Haifa to the west; the armies of the east will come across the Euphrates River and gather together to the east of that valley. The armies from the north will come through Lebanon and gather there also. It will serve as the “staging post” for that which will be central to the end times—Jerusalem. 
1 A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you. 2 I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city. 3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. 4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. 5 You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him (Zechariah 14:1-5). 

Again we are told that God will gather all nations but in Zechariah it is explicit in its detail, the fight will be for Jerusalem. This cannot be talking about the attack from Rome in 70A.D. In that war, we do not see all nations, but only Rome. We did not see any evidence of the Lord coming with His holy ones at that time.  When this attack on Jerusalem happens, it will be something that will cause the people of Israel to cry out to their God. All hope will be lost for them or so it will seem, but in their distress they will call out to God as one nation and ask Him to save them. Jesus told them that He would not come until they would be ready to receive Him:
 
Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.' "(Luke 13:35).
Scripture is clear that the Jewish people will have a seven year period when a leader called the antichrist will make a covenant or solemn agreement giving them peace between Israel and her enemies:

27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27). 
This passage is interesting, let’s examine what we are told:

1) There will be a seven year agreement.
2) There will be a temple built on the Temple Mount.

3) After three and half years this man called the antichrist will desecrate the temple setting up an “abomination that causes desolation.”

Paul, the apostle, also talks about this same time saying:

 1Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for (that day will not come) until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4).

It is possible that the Times of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24) is only completed with the starting point of the 7 year peace agreement. At this time, the Temple Mount will be given back to the Jewish people, allowing them to rebuild their temple on this holy site.  Some would argue that the “Times of the Gentiles” have already been fulfilled because Jerusalem is no longer dominated by the Gentiles, seeing that it was recaptured in the 1967 war. My personal opinion in this matter is that the Temple Mount and the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple are of pivotal importance in the end times. Without the Temple Mount being restored, the Jewish people still cannot build their temple and reinstitute the sacrifices which both Paul and Daniel 9:27(above) tell us will happen in the last days.
What would you like to be, have done, or completed by the time Christ returns?
What stops you from being the person you want to be, or doing what you want to accomplish, before Christ returns?
Luke 21:25-27.

25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

I do not know what the signs in the sun, moon and stars could be. From the view of earth it could mean that the planet itself is shifting on its axis, making the surrounding planets seem as if they are falling depending on one’s perspective. This is also mentioned in one of the prophecies of Isaiah:
19 The earth is broken up, the earth is split asunder, the earth is thoroughly shaken. 20 The earth reels like a drunkard, it sways like a hut in the wind; so heavy upon it is the guilt of its rebellion that it falls—never to rise again. 21 In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth below. 22 They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished after many days. 23 The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously (Isaiah 24:19-23).

All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved and the sky rolled up like a scroll; all the starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like shriveled figs from the fig tree (Isaiah 34:4).

"Immediately after the distress of those days" 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken (Matthew 24:29). 
Luke further records Jesus as saying that “nations will be in perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea” (verse 25). To be perplexed means to have trouble or confusion resulting from complexity. It could be a situation where the melting ice caps due to greenhouse gases and the warming of the planet, begin to cause terrible natural catastrophes including flooding of low lying areas. Mankind will not take action to redress the warming planet, and this could bring us great devastation. The recent events and news reports we hear today on T.V. would support this idea.  Verse 26 says that the population of the earth will be terrified due the things that come upon the earth. This could include the political situations we see around us today such as nuclear threats by nations that have managed to get hold of nuclear weapons, terrorizing other countries with suicide bombers. Never before have we seen terror in such major proportions in so many parts of the world at once.
Verse 27 says that our Savior will come at a time during which something so devastating will be occurring on the planet. Matthew tells us:
21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened (Matthew 24:21-22).

It is only in our modern times that we have the capability to completely destroy every person on the planet due to the many nuclear weapons alone, without the biological weapons that are prevalent in the arsenals of many nations. This has never before been possible in history.  In 1986, Mordechai Vanunu, an engineer at Israel’s Nuclear power facility at Dimona, in the Negev desert, went public to the British Sunday Times newspaper that Israel had produced over 200 nuclear and hydrogen bombs.
 He has only been released from an Israeli jail in the last few years. It is highly likely that Israel would defend herself with all weapons at her disposal if faced with extinction. This is a country surrounded on all sides by her enemies. 
There are many things that can cause great perplexity on the earth. The most important thing for each of us to know is that we are loved by God and that He wants us to be with Him for eternity, no matter what happens on Earth. There is an assurance to the Christian that this earth is not all there is, we await a heavenly home. 
The topic of the Second Coming of Christ is a very important topic to me due to the fact that it was this idea that God used to bring me to Christ. From the age of 21 for a period of around 5 years I had been on a quest to find my reason for living. I had a big emptiness in my heart. As a commercial fisherman working with my father on his boat, the “Why Worry”, I had been earning quite considerable wages by having to work from 2.30 in the morning till 5pm at night, six days a week. I could only take those kinds of hours for so long before I would get restless. I had a lot of questions that would surface in my mind as I stared up at the sky at night while fishing.  I wanted to travel the continents of the world to find out the mysteries of the universe! What was life all about? I had these kinds of questions run through my mind all the time while I was working on the boat, questions like; “why am I here and what is my purpose?”  I was a seeker on a personal quest to find the truth. I went through Hinduism, Buddhism and Philosophy and reading about other religions too. I traveled into Africa and across Europe and Asia on my long search to quench my emptiness. Part of my emptiness was that I had lost my mother when I was five years old and did not feel loved by anyone; certainly I had never heard those words spoken to me. At the time I was probably not aware of the reasons for my search but looking back I can see that the Lord was calling me to Himself and I was ready to search anywhere in the world to have my thirst met. Part of my search involved reading a lot. I am an avid reader but choose to read nothing of fiction. I read hundreds of books which I felt would aid me in my search but still my emptiness remained. Nothing satisfied me. I wasn’t interested in Christianity for the first few years of my search. My early experiences of Christian education was so watered down and ineffective, it was as if I had received an inoculation of religion in school that kept me from getting the real thing, the way that people get a flu shot to keep from getting the flu.  No one had ever explained the message of Christ, or told me about the Bible in a way that I could understand it.  The only time I ever ventured into church was to attend a wedding. It was only at the point where I had tried and exhausted other religions that I came across a book by Hal Lindsay called “The Late Great Planet Earth.” In that book, Hal wrote about the things that Jesus had prophesied and other events that many of the Old Testament prophets had written about concerning the end of the age and the Return of Christ. Everything started to make sense to me. A new excitement gripped my heart. This was what was happening on planet Earth; we are entering the stages that will herald the return of Earth’s rightful King, the Lord Jesus Christ. I was excited but I was also scared.  In his book, Hal wrote that when Christ comes there will be many that will be left outside God’s kingdom, and that the opportunity to change sides and be on Christ’s side was now! What really hit me hard was Hal’s use of the scripture “He who is not with me is against me” (Matthew 12:30). I had never really thought about it until then. Hal explained that there are only two kingdoms in this world, God’s kingdom and satan’s kingdom. We are either in one or the other. There is no fence that one can hang on to, no territory called no man’s land. There are two interested parties that are at war for your heart and you either belong to one or the other. I had to be honest with myself. Am I owned and occupied by Christ, living in His kingdom? Or am I living for self which actually puts me in satan’s camp? That night I had a frightening dream after reading and considering these things. In my dream, Christ was coming with His angels and His people, all riding on white horses and I was still on the earth looking for a place to hide from Him, feeling terrified. I knew then that I must make a choice. God seemed to be bringing it all together and making it clear that I was not yet on the right side. 
They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! (Revelation 6:16)
That night I decided that I had to find out more about the Christian faith. The turning point had come and my search took a new direction towards Christ. I decided to give my life to Him in complete abandonment and He has led me in my life ever since. I no longer feel alone or afraid of the future, whatever it may hold. I ask you to pose this question to yourself as you are reading this now: Have you made the decision to trust Him as your Lord and Savior?  Have you crossed from satan’s dominion of darkness to live under the love, compassion and mercy of Christ’s kingdom? I urge you now to consider where you will “pitch your tent.”
13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves (Colossians 1:13).

You can do it today, pray a simple sincere prayer something like this: 
“Dear Lord Jesus, would you have mercy on me today? I have been living my life for myself only, but now I choose to live in Your Kingdom. I want so much to please you with my life. Forgive me for my sin, give me hope and let me not be ashamed at your coming. I receive you as Lord and Savior of everything that I am and all that I hold dear. Sit on the throne of my life, be my Guide and direct my future. Amen!”
If you prayed that prayer would you write me an email? It’s for people like you that I write these studies- that we may one day meet in the heavenly kingdom full of joy at all that God has done in us and through us! If you have any questions about how to become a follower of Christ, or need more understanding about the message of the Gospel or how to know that you are a child of God, please write and direct your questions to me. God wants us all to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we are His and be certain of our eternal destiny. 
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