The Beginnings of Ministry
Luke 2:41-3:38
Warm-up question: Share a warm memory from your childhood or share a time when you lost one of your children.

The Boy Jesus at the Temple
41Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you."  49"Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
2:41-52. The Boy Jesus at the Temple.

The last paragraph finishes up (verse 40) telling us that he grew up normally other than a special ‘grace’ was on Him.

What do you think He understood about Himself as He grew up?

John 2:11 says that when He changed water into wine was the beginning of moving in supernatural power.  This, of course, was after his baptism by John and the subsequent anointing by the Spirit coming down of him in the form of a dove.
How do you think the revelation of who He was came to Him? 

V.41 says that they went up to Jerusalem every year for the Feast of Passover. At the age of twelve though everything seems different (verse 42). William Barclay says “Jesus must have discovered His own unique relationship to God.  He cannot have known it when He was a child in the manger and a baby at His mother’s breast…..As the years went on He must have thought about it and then… with manhood dawning on Him, there came in a sudden blaze of realization the consciousness that He was not as other men are, that in a unique and special sense He was the Son of God.”

As a twelve year old, Jesus was only months away from becoming a bar mitzvah, “son of the law.” E. Earle Ellis, a Bible commentator writes “a Jewish boy entered into the full responsibilities of adulthood.  During the prior year the father was required to acquaint him with the duties and regulations which he was soon to assume.”

How do you think He got lost?  Do you think Mary and Joseph were negligent parents?
Commentator Leon Morris helps us understand what might have happened.  “In a large “caravan”… parents might well not know where a child was.  If the later practice was followed, the women and small children went ahead and the men followed with the bigger boys.  Joseph and Mary may each have thought that Jesus was with the other.  For a full day they journeyed, looking for Him among the travelers before they concluded He must still be in Jerusalem.”
What things can we appreciate from verse 46 and 47?

Notice He wasn’t teaching them.  He was asking questions.  It seems that Israel’s best teachers were amazed at the insight he had due to the questions he posed to them.  A question, depending on how it is asked can often make a person think differently about long standing beliefs.  They were obviously amazed at His biblical understanding.  Remember this is just a twelve year old boy.  For instance: Marriage at the Resurrection in Matthew 22. 

23That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 24"Teacher," they said, "Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and have children for him. 25Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 27Finally, the woman died. 28Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?" 
29Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 31But about the resurrection of the dead--have you not read what God said to you, 32'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?'  He is not the God of the dead but of the living." 33When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. 
The Greatest Commandment 
34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 
36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

Whose Son Is the Christ 

41While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42"What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?" "The son of David," they replied. 43He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For he says, 44" 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet." '45If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?" 46No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions. 
Notice His response to Mary when she say’s “behold your father and I have been anxiously looking for you.” It’s as if He was surprised that they were looking for Him.  See how very gently but very definitely Jesus takes the name father from Joseph and gives it to God. Mary needed to be reminded whose child He was and that His real Father was with Him the whole time, preparing Him to become the epitome of bar mitzvah. 
It must have been hard to release Jesus to go His own way.  Those of you who have released children to go their way, how hard was it for you?
Luke 3:1-20.  John the Baptist Prepares the Way.
If you came to the Vineyard for the weekend service and I was the speaker what would you think if:

1) The meeting was down in Kentucky in the open fields and it was raining yet I made people sit on the hard ground.

2) I deliberately wear clothes that are smelly and dirty and at the potlucks I bring insects and honey for us to eat.
3) I get up to speak and I assault and insult listeners by calling them a bunch of lily-livered snakes and talking about judgment all the time.

4) I embarrass top-ranking government officials by exposing their shameful private lives.

5) When crowds finally start coming, send them away to another minister down the street.

Matthew 11:11. Jesus, talking about John, says “Among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist”
What was it about John that made him so great?

I think that the people were disillusioned with too many corrupt leaders.  John was a leader that didn’t care about the pomp or prestige of leadership.  He was concerned about righteousness and Godliness.  His was a strong leadership of great character. 

Notice verse 2, where the Word of the Lord came to him. God’s word came to John in the barren dry wilderness of the lowest places on Earth, the river Jordan as it snakes its way from Galilee down to the Dead Sea.  The river Jordan from Jerusalem was quite a trek of around 10 miles from the watershed of the mountains of Judea, wherein the River Jordan was situated down in the lowest places on Earth 1800 feet below sea level. The Hebrew word midbar is the word translated desert, it is also the root for the Hebrew word medibear, which means to speak. We often wonder why God would put us through a desert experience, where we wonder where God has gone. In actual fact it is the place where God wants to speak. Moses spoke prophetically about the nation of Israel as to why He had led them into the desert. He said: 

10 In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, 11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions. 12 The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him (Deuteronomy 32:10-12). 

It was the desert land experience that brought Israel into a deeper walk with God. He can do the same with us. If you are in a place which seems barren and dry, cry out to Him and draw near to His heart.
John shocked the Jews by requiring them to be baptized.
The Jews certainly thought that God had a most favored nation clause similar to America’s current relationship to China. They thought that God would judge the gentile nations much more severe than themselves.  A Jew, in their mind, was exempt from judgment just because of the special relationship that he had with God.

The kind of baptism he was performing was normally associated with the induction of proselytes, Gentiles (non-Jews) who were converting into Judaism.

He was making an important point.  Being of the lineage of Abraham did not make one right with God.  The same as being born into a Christian home does not make one a Christian.  A work has to be done in the heart.

What do you think of His message?  How would you feel if your Pastor preached like that?

What do you think he means by saying “bring forth fruits in keeping with repentance?” (Verse 8).
What is meant by the term “the axe being already at the root of the trees?”
Our sustenance should no longer come from living a life that pleases our lower nature. The axe laid at the root speaks of cutting ourselves off from that which has fed our physical lusts and passions.  Repentance, for John, meant much more than taking a dip in the Jordan and having a spiritual experience. It means changing one’s life. In all the categories of life—as a spouse, parent, roommate, employee, or boss—we are to practice our Christian beliefs, not just give verbal assent to them.  If repentance is true, them it will impact our giving, our attitudes, and our treatment of others.  It may begin with a sorrowful heart, but it must end with determined action.
They began to think that John was the Christ, the Promised One.  John’s answer was with a clear and humble “no.” “I am not fit to untie the thong on his sandals.” John pointed the people away from himself telling them about the Christ. We should have that same attitude in our hearts.
Prayer: Father, make me to be like John the Baptist, pointing people to Christ, the only savior of all men.
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