Luke 19:28-48

The King Comes to His Temple
Warm-up: Can you remember a time when your expectation for something was disappointed? Share with us how you felt.
The Triumphal Entry 

 28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30"Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.' “32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 34They replied, "The Lord needs it." 35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 40"I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." 41As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you." 

Jesus at the Temple 

 45Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling. 46"It is written," he said to them,” 'My house will be a house of prayer'; but you have made it 'a den of robbers.'" 47Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words.

The events which you have just read about happened right before the Feast of Passover in Jesus’ day, a feast which is still celebrated by Jewish people today. Kids love Passover. Some of the celebrations could be boring, especially the Day of Atonement, when they could eat nothing all day. Passover was different. It was one of those times when families got together as Jerusalem swelled in size to well over a million people with pilgrims arriving from all over the world. From a child’s perspective, the annual meticulous clean up in preparation for the Passover may not be so much fun. Jewish people clean their houses from top to bottom removing items of furniture to find any speck of dust or crumbs of bread. Passover occurred at the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when every speck of yeast/leaven was entirely removed from the house. The children are brought in only at the end of the big clean up to find one last piece of leavened bread, usually planted in a secret spot that the child is told about by mom or dad, before the Passover celebration starts.  It's an event that you have to experience in order to fully appreciate it. The Passover celebration includes a full course meal, songs, scripture, and prayer, hide and seek game for the children, family interaction, and a time for the children to ask prepared questions relating to the holiday which can all take from 3 to 6 hours. Children love this part.  Everyone is involved in the learning or re-telling of the amazing story of redemption, which is part of Israel’s history. It's a special time of the year for every Jewish child. One thing that was especially fun for the children was to have a lamb one year old bounding around in the house to play with. The early Hebrews were told to take a perfect lamb for each household, and bring it into their house four days ahead of the Passover celebration (Exodus 12:3-13). 
Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight (Exodus 12:3-6).
Why would God instruct the Jewish people to take the lamb into their houses for four days ahead of the Passover?

During the time of the four days, it could be inspected and observed as to its worthiness to be a substitute for the family. I feel sure that the children would enjoy playing chase with a one year old frisky lamb around the house as it was bounding around. A quite significant bond would be created in those four days. How painful it would be for the children to part with the lamb, as it was taken away to be slaughtered in keeping with the covenant ritual that God had established for them to follow. The first Passover had included a similar sacrificial rite. In the days of Moses, God had spoken that He would judge the land of Egypt for not letting the Children of Israel be released to return to the land of Canaan, later to be called Palestine. The Israelites would not receive a death in the family if the blood of a substitute lamb was seen on the doorpost and lintel. The death of the first born in the family would be on every home in Egypt where no sacrificial lamb’s blood was seen. It was painful for the family to see this innocent lamb give up its life as a substitute for each household. As the Israelite families followed this ritual every year, they remembered how the angel of the Lord had “passed over” their home and how they were protected by the blood of the slain lamb.
Perhaps the emotional bond that was created amongst the family for the lamb resulted in a greater awareness of the consequences of sin and an appreciation for the gift of a substitute. The blood of an innocent lamb had to be shed for the Israelites to leave Egypt which is what the Passover celebration was all about. It is likely that the four days allowed for a time of inspection as to the fitness and worthiness of the lamb to be the sacrifice for the family.  
We are told in John 12:1 that Jesus arrived in Bethany six days before the Passover. Bethany was situated 2 miles east of Jerusalem, on the other side, the east side, of the Mount of Olives. He probably made the 17 mile journey from Jericho on the Sunday, arriving in Bethany and perhaps staying with Lazarus and his family Sunday night. How significant that the next morning (John 12:12), Jesus would present himself to the Jewish people as the Passover lamb on the 10th day of Nisan, for four days of inspection before He would be crucified as the Passover Lamb slain for the sins of His people, on the Friday morning at 9am. 
As Jesus prepared to enter Jerusalem, it is very likely that the city was abuzz with Messianic excitement because the fulfillment of Daniel’s timeline prophecy was drawing to a close. Daniel, the prophet, had an angel come to him revealing the exact date that the Messiah would come to His city:

25 "Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble (Daniel 9:25).
A number of people have taken this prophecy and calculated that from the decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2:1-8) in 444 B.C. to the day when Jesus strode in to Jerusalem riding on a donkey’s foal, sixty nine weeks of years, was completed. The sixty nine weeks amounts to 483 years with 360 days to a year (Jews reckoned time according to a lunar calendar, 30 days to a month, and 12 months to a year). Josh Mcdowell in his excellent work The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict, has gone into great detail on this.
 We don’t know how many people were aware that Daniel’s timeline for the appearing of the Messiah was at hand. I feel confident that there was an expectation amongst the Jews that this was the time when the Messiah would put to flight the Romans and deliver the Jewish people from the occupation of their country. Of course, as Christians we believe that He will come as a conquering warrior, but that it is yet future. He had to come as a suffering servant and a sacrificial lamb to take away our sins first.
Isaiah had prophesied:
 15 See, the LORD is coming with fire, and his chariots are like a whirlwind; 16For with fire and with his sword the LORD will execute judgment upon all men, and many will be those slain by the LORD (Isaiah 66:15-16).

Instead of coming with fire, executing judgment upon the enemies of Israel, and His feet standing upon the Mount of Olives splitting it in two (Zechariah 14:3), Jesus came down the slope of the Mount of Olives riding upon a donkey. 

How do you think the expectation of the Jews affected their rejection of Him before Pilate, when they said “we have no king but Caesar?”
It is a possibility that when the Jews realized that Jesus would take no action against the Roman rulers and that there was no supernatural element to His coming that their disappointment drove them to cry out to Pilate, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," (John 19:15). 

The arrival of Jesus on this fulfillment day of Daniel’s prophecy was planned to the last detail. Jesus would not come into the city riding a white horse but on a humble donkey. Jesus owned the world yet he had to borrow someone else’s donkey. It seems that the password to borrow it was “The Lord needs it.” Notice that there is no further explanation needed, once the owners knew that the Lord needs it, that settled it. They were happy to see their resources used by the Lord. What a lesson that is for us. Is everything we have available for the Lord to use?

The donkey had never been ridden before (Luke 19:30), yet it does not buck or throw the Lord. The animal was completely at peace as Jesus sat on its back for the first time. Jesus had a price on His head at this time, a price that Judas picked up, but we don’t find Him stealing into the city. How bravely He approaches the city to the very day Daniel had prophesied.  There was rapturous applause by the crowds as Jesus began the descent from the Mount of Olives with the beautiful city of Jerusalem before and below Him. What glorious defiance of the religious rulers who had tried to intimidate Him again and again. He came to Jerusalem as the promised king spoken of by Zechariah the prophet, fulfilling exactly the prophetic scripture:
9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey (Zechariah 9:9). 
The disciples did not understand the significance of riding into Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt. It was only after Jesus had been glorified that they understood the prophecy about His entry into Jerusalem (John 12:16).  The crowds were laying down their robes as a gesture of reverence, calling Him the King who comes in the name of the Lord (Verse 38-39).  Dr Ralph Wilson talks about this: Spreading clothing to carpet one's pathway was a way to honor the person. When the people were aware that Jehu had been anointed king of Israel, "They hurried and took their cloaks and spread them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, 'Jehu is king!'”(2 Kings 9:13)

The Pharisees told Jesus to instruct His disciples to stop their praise and adoration of Him. They were angry about the praise directed to Jesus. They could not accept Him as the King who was to come. However there was something about this particular day which drew many of God’s people to welcome and praise Him as He rode into the city. If no one praised God, the very stones would cry out! (Verse 40).
Why do you think the Pharisees were so upset?
It is possible that the Pharisees were afraid that the Romans would react strongly to a crowd of people calling out to their king. Caesar was the only king that would be tolerated. Any other king in Judea would bring down the wrath of the Roman army. It could also be that the Pharisees were reacting to someone that in their mind was not the promised Messiah because they thought he had come from Nazareth, when in fact Jesus was born in Bethlehem, where the promised Messiah would be born (John 7:41-43; 52). In their minds the common people were ignorant of the scriptures, and cursed because of it. They felt that the people had been deceived into believing Jesus to be the Messiah. 


“No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on them" (John 7:49).
What reasons can you think of that hinder a person from exuberantly praising God?
Praise is also something that upsets the enemy in the spiritual realms (Ephesians 6:12). Praise is a spiritual weapon that in some way disorients the enemy. In 2 Chronicles 20, praise toward God is specifically used to defeat the enemies attacking Israel. The enemy fought against one another as Israel’s worship leaders led out the army in praise to God (verses 20-25). Never underestimate the power of praise to confuse the enemies of God in a situation that you are in. If you find it difficult to praise God in a free and childlike way, ask God to release you so that you can exuberantly praise and worship Him. This gives God glory and can also affect our daily situations as we look to God in prayer and praise.
Why would Jesus weep and lament when His people are praising God? (Verse 41)
The Greek word used is klaio, which means to wail. To cry in a normal way, the Greek word dakruo would have been used. Jesus was loudly wailing and deeply upset within Himself. The reason we are told is found in verse 44, Israel did not recognize the time of God’s coming. As a nation they did not see their need of a healer for their sin problem. Spiritual blindness concerning our need for a Savior from sin will keep us from receiving salvation. They wanted a king that would lead them into battle against the Romans. Jesus was peering into the future and saw the result of their resistance to the loving arms of the Savior. In A.D.66, the Jews revolted against Roman control. Three years later Titus, son of the Roman emperor Vespasian, was sent to crush the rebellion. Rome laid siege to Jerusalem and in A.D. 70, they were able to enter the weakened city and set fire to it. Over six hundred thousand Jews were killed. History records that Jesus was absolutely right in His prophecy. The Romans threw down every stone of the Temple area, and set fire to the city as a witness to other cities of what could happen to those that rebel against Rome.
Jesus at the Temple 

 45Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling. 46"It is written," he said to them,” 'My house will be a house of prayer'; but you have made it 'a den of robbers.'" 47Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words.

It was confrontation time! One person, Jesus, stood against the High priest who was overseeing a corrupt system. The Court of the Gentiles in the Temple had been taken over by money changers and merchants, hired by Annas, Caiphas’ father in law, who had also been High Priest.  When birds or animals were brought to the Temple to be sacrificed, they would often be refused for no apparent reason other than the fact that Annas wanted more money. An animal bought inside the Temple would be charged 15 times more than outside the Temple. Annas presided over everything that was going on and was responsible for this system of purchase and trade which exploited the poor. The Temple tax also had to be paid in Israelite Shekels. Visitors from different nations would often be short changed. It was an unfair and dishonest practice. It would have saddened any true worshipper who understood how people were being treated in the Name of God. Mark records how Jesus responded to such behavior in the House of God;
 15On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts (Mark 11:15-16).

His passion for His Father’s Name and glory burst forth in controlled anger.  Jesus was outraged at their insolence and greed. Just picture the scene! The money rolling everywhere, people scrambling for all they can grab as tables are overturned, doves flying in all directions, getting their freedom instead of being used for dishonest profit. The picture is one of bedlam inside the Court of the Gentiles. Can you imagine the leading Jews being challenged by someone who they believed was an illegitimate son from Nazareth? Their thoughts may have turned towards violence as they considered the One who challenged their practices.  Where did He get so much authority? They may have thought: “How can He assume to tell us we cannot sell our goods in the Temple precincts?” Surely Jesus must have known that this behavior would not earn him any friends of favors in the Temple Courts. His brave actions exemplified His passion and fervor for His Father’s house. 
What would Jesus confront if He were to come to the Western church today?
Jesus demonstrated a love and concern for the poor, the helpless, or those who were ostracized from society. Do we, as Christ’s representatives, give the same consideration to these people? Sadly, we are often influenced more by the culture around us than the Christ within us. We do not always see the injustice being done or the opportunities that we have to meet needs right in front of our eyes. Those in Jesus’ day may not have noticed the injustice being done in the Temple. We can become desensitized to sin when we live in the midst of it. When God arrives in a situation however, He brings to light those things which have been done in secret. Some of those things may have become accepted and tolerated, but there will come a day when He will tolerate them no longer.  He is a defender of those who are vulnerable. When the day of the Lord comes, He will bring justice with Him.  
What things are you zealous to protect and defend?
Because Jesus was perfect, He was able to judge the sin in the Temple. Jesus judged, but also went on to demonstrate in the most powerful way imaginable, what true love is. He sacrificed His own life as a ransom for ours. God’s justice was equally mirrored by His mercy and His great love for us. The reason some people are not receptive to the message which attempts to set forth the justice and righteousness of God is often because the mercy of God is not also present in a demonstrative way. People instinctively know when something is true and genuine. When Jesus spoke the truth, He did so in love and people responded. He was able to say difficult things and reach people’s hearts because He loved them. Can you think of instances in the news and in our Church culture today where people have tried to set forth God’s laws and righteousness, but have not done so in the Spirit of Christ? We need to have right heart motives if we are to stand for the righteousness of God, knowing that our own righteousness is nothing, and that we all need His grace.
Prayer:  Father God, give us eyes to see the things which you would challenge and overturn. Help us to stand for you, and in the power of Your love, be an advocate for change. Show us those that need your help and mercy. Our righteousness is nothing, but Your righteousness is sufficient. Your love covers everything. Thank you for being our defender and our sacrificial Lamb.  Amen.
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