Luke 17:20-37

When is The Kingdom of God Coming?

Warm-up Question: Have you ever had an occurrence where you escaped serious injury or even death? Tell us about it.
The Coming of the Kingdom of God 

 20Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."  22Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. 24For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 26"Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 28"It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30"It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32Remember Lot's wife! 33Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left." 37"Where, Lord?" they asked. He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather."

Over the last 25 years I have taught several times on the topic of the return of Christ and the Kingdom of God. Many teachers of the Word of God do not like to teach on this subject because it is so controversial. People can become defensive when they are taught something that does not go along with their particular view. Can we agree to study this topic with open hearts and keep a Christ like attitude to those that believe differently on this topic? The study of the Return of Christ is a large topic and we don’t have time to go into every scripture, we will try to concentrate on understanding these few verses. We can discuss this topic without being dogmatic on our points of view. We will look at verses 20-25 first.
Verses 20-25 The Kingdom of God-Where is it?
Daniel the prophet had prophesied concerning the day when the Messiah would come (Daniel 9:25). The people of Israel would have been very aware that the time was close, especially those that studied the scriptures, the teachers of the law and the Pharisees. The Pharisees, who saw themselves as experts in interpreting the Law and the prophets had followed Jesus’ ministry carefully and were aware of his teaching on the subject. It could be that they were asking him when the kingdom of God would come in a derogatory way. They were looking for a Messiah who would lead the people against the Romans and set up His Kingdom. They were aware that Jesus had taught from the beginning that the kingdom of God was near (Matthew 4:17). Jesus just did not fit their picture of the Messiah. We cannot tell what their attitude was as they asked Him when the kingdom of God would come, but Jesus replies telling them "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation.” The Greek word that is translated “careful observation” is parateresis, which means to watch with hostility or keep an eye on something closely. The Pharisees were looking for spectacular signs that would hail the coming of the Kingdom, but Jesus refutes that thinking by saying that the Kingdom does not come visibly; it contains elements that cannot be observed with the natural eye. 
What do you think Jesus meant by the kingdom of God being within you? (v.21)
There is a difference of opinion amongst many scholars over Jesus’ words that the Kingdom of God is within you. Some translations, namely the New American Standard Version (NASB) translates it “the kingdom of God is in your midst,” meaning that the very embodiment of the kingdom was in their midst, Jesus Himself, the King of the kingdom. Where the presence of the King is, there is the kingdom. 
Ralph Earle, in his book Word Meanings in the New Testament shares with us the other point of view:
The Greek preposition here is not en, “in;” it is entos (only here and Matthew 23:26) which means “within.” Alfred Plummer discusses both translations. His conclusion is that if “within you” is adopted, the meaning will be, “Instead of being something externally visible, the kingdom is essentially spiritual; it is in your hearts, if you possess it at all.” It would seem that this is what Jesus meant.

This view is that the King, when invited, comes and takes up residence upon the throne of our hearts, the temple of God according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:16. Nicodemus was told by Jesus, “no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 3:3). There has to be an inward manifestation of the kingdom in our hearts, the central part of our very being, our spirit, otherwise we will never see the physical manifestation and fulfillment of the kingdom of God. When a person receives Christ as Savior, something happens within, described by the Apostle Peter as being “born again.” He writes:

“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God” 

(1 Peter 1:23).
Why do Jesus and Peter both describe the kingdom of God coming to the core of our being as being “born again?”

We are alive to the physical world because we have been born into it. In the same way, we become alive spiritually by receiving life from the Lord Jesus. He said: "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). The Greek word that is translated with the English word life is Zōē.  The Key Word Study Bible goes into the root of the word itself, it says: 
“Zōē is a somewhat metaphysical term which denotes the very life-force itself, the vital principle which animates living beings. It is used most often in connection with eternal life. This life is the very life of God of which believers are made partakers.”
 
Until this experience of being born again happens within us, the inner state of our spirit is that of being dead in our transgressions and sins (Ephesians 2:1, 5). We cannot know God apart from receiving this life from Jesus. There is a new life principle that is imparted to us when we repent (repentance means a change of mind) and receive the Lord Jesus as Lord and Master of our lives. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
When Jesus was talking to the Pharisees, he was not referring to them personally when he spoke about the Kingdom of God being within. Their understanding of what Jesus was communicating was that the kingdom was “of the spirit within.” This perception of the Kingdom of God challenged their views on the subject. Until then, they had been looking for something tangible. They saw freedom from the Roman occupation as an integral part of the coming of the Kingdom of God. The very kingdom that they supposedly were searching for was right under their noses in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ and his disciples, and they were not aware of it. Sometimes the answers to our questions are right there in front of us but we do not have the spiritual sensitivity to see them.
Verses 20-21 speak of the Kingdom of God in its spiritual aspect whereas verses 22-37 speak of the future physical aspect of the Kingdom. Verse 22 tells us that from that point on He is speaking to His disciples. The disciples would see a physical aspect to the kingdom because they were alive spiritually.
What does Jesus mean by the phrase "you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it?" (Verse 22).
Perhaps he was telling them again that He would not be with them much longer. They took for granted that He was always going to be there, but the days were coming when they would long for His physical presence. It could also mean that He was referring to a future time when the problems and difficulties would be so great on the earth that people would long for the coming of the Son of Man in order to escape their present suffering…. “nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world” (Luke 21:25-26).  Matthew recalls Jesus as saying that at the time of the end there will be many that will come in His name, claiming “I am the Christ,” and will deceive many (Matthew 24:4). The context in Luke 17 shows us another very plausible second interpretation, that of warning his followers not to listen to the men that say: “There he is! or “Here he is!” Do not go running off after them (Luke 17:23). We are not to be deceived by men for our Lord will come like the lightening that lights up the sky from one end to the other. Personally, I do not believe that we are talking about worldwide television coverage. This is an event that in some way will enable all eyes to see Him, all at the same time. Matthew tells us that all the nations of the earth: 
….“will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other” (Matthew 24:30-31).
Doesn’t it sound very similar to what Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians, chapter 4?
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).

The word Rapture is not a word that is in the bible. It is a word we use to describe being caught up in verse 17. The Greek word is Harpazō, which means “to strip, spoil, snatch. To seize upon with force; to rob. It is an open act of confiscatory violence. The Key Word Study Bible gives us three definitions for it. 1) To plunder, loot, maraud, pillage, ransack. 2) To seize upon forcibly, lay hold of violently, apprehend, capture, remove by swiftly and aggressively grasping. 3) To seize in rapture; to carry or transport away, implying no assault against the object or resistance by it.

Armed with this definition of the word, what is the picture that is formed in your mind of the event of the ages?
It appears to me to be a time when the Lord comes in deliverance to rescue his people out of someone else’s hand. Paul carries on in his letter by saying:

Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6).

What can we conclude from these verses?

Those that are born again and those that are spiritually sensitive will be aware of what is going on, but there will be many in the world that will be at peace and unconcerned about the time that they are living in. To them, the Lord will come like a thief in the night. There will be families that will have a mixture of Christians and non-Christians, the ones living in the light will be taken, the ones living in darkness will be left. The King will come and catch up or rapture His people to himself, at which point Paul says that destruction will come on those that are living safely, saying “peace and safety” but are without Christ.
Back to our passage in Luke 17:
"Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. "It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed (Luke 17:26-30).
What was it about Noah’s and Lot’s days that will be similar to the time when the Son of Man will be revealed?
What’s so bad about eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building?

Let’s explore what the bible says about Noah’s and Lot’s days. Both Noah and Lot were two righteous men (Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:7), who lived for God when all around them lived only for themselves. In Noah’s day every inclination of the thoughts of man was toward evil (Genesis 6:5), and they thought that it was okay. They carried on their lives with no concern for righteousness or eternal things. Their care was only for that which was mundane and of this earth, they ignored the preaching of Noah (2 Peter 2:5). The very day that Noah and his family entered the ark was the same day that the judgment of God fell (Genesis 7:13-14).

In the time of Lot, God sent two angels to Sodom to deliver Lot and his family before the Lord destroyed the city. Again the situation was one of indifference. When Lot went to his sons in law and told them that the Lord was about to bring judgment on the city, his sons in law thought he was joking (Genesis 19:14). The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were indulging in sin in such a way that God heard the outcry against it. God’s viewpoint of their sin was: 
 Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know" (Genesis 18:20-21).  
Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD (Genesis 13:13).
What was the sin of Sodom that was so bad?


" 'Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and did detestable things before me. (Ezekiel 16:49-50).
The context of the passage above does not speak about a person but the literal city of Sodom. Don’t get me wrong, I do think that Sodom was depraved in its sexuality, but God says their being arrogant, overfed and unconcerned about their morality before God was even worse. Their lack of care for the poor and needy around them was also something that angered God. We conclude that Noah and Lot’s time were both characterized by those who were indifferent to the needs of their souls, and also to the needs of others around them. So shall it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 

There will be a time when those that belong to Christ will be convinced that His return is soon, they will not be living in darkness and that day will not overtake them like a thief. Luke tells us of Jesus giving them a warning of just three words. This warning also applies to us today.  

Looking at the end of our passage in Luke 17: verse 32, what does Jesus tell his disciples to remember? Why do you think He draws this parallel? 
Whatever those days will be like, those that belong to Christ are to be focused, not on the things of this world, but look to the coming of the next world, the Kingdom of God.  Lot’s wife looked back with longing in her heart for what she was leaving behind. She was no longer in Sodom; the problem was that Sodom was in her!  The King of the Universe has called us to Himself, as a bride to the groom. What God has joined together, let no man separate. He is jealous with a godly jealousy that the things of this world should not steal our attention from walking in close union with Him.
Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good bye to my family." Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:61-62).
When Jesus comes there will be a separation of the ungodly from those that are walking with Christ. How sad it will be for those that are left. Jesus says that there will be cases where a non-Christian is in bed with their Christian spouse. They will wake up in the morning to find the Christian spouse disappeared with the blankets unmoved. Two will be working together, perhaps talking to one another, the Christian will vanish and the non-Christian left wondering what happened (verses 34-35). “Where, Lord?” the disciples ask.
The question “Where, Lord?” may be directed at Jesus’ statement telling them not to go down into their house if they are on the roof. They were perhaps thinking that it would be a particular place where judgment would fall, as in Sodom. Jesus replies “where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.” Just as vultures will descend on a decomposing body, in the same way judgment will fall on that which has no life, a person who refuses to repent and receive God’s free gift of life, one who is not spiritually alive. Jesus’ warning here is very serious. He is imparting here, at the end of His ministry on earth, those things which He desires His closest friends and co-workers to understand. It is a solemn warning. 

Some teach that if a person is not ready at the time when the church is caught up, they will have a second chance. Is that a doctrine that is based in scripture? What do you think?
 1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6"At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 9" 'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11"Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'12"But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 13"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour (Matthew 25:1-13).

Jesus did not give any room for second chances once this time has come. He did not say, “You may stay outside the door and reconsider, and perhaps you can enter later when you have made up your mind.”  Once the door of the ark was shut, the rain descended. Once the righteous had left Sodom, the fire of destruction fell. Once the door to the marriage supper was shut, the words to those outside were “I tell you the truth, I don’t know you” (Matthew 25:12). The intimation and clear teaching is that when Jesus comes for His people, the door is shut, and there will be a dividing of some on one side and some on the other side. This idea is mirrored in several places in scripture (Matthew 13:30; Matthew 25:32-33). That is why Paul the apostle implores us by saying: “now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).
Today is the Day of Salvation, do not put off till tomorrow what you can do today. If today you find yourself not ready for His coming, isn’t it about time you were ready? We are not talking about trying to become a better person; we are talking about receiving the free gift of God, the presence of Christ in your life. God wants to reach you through the written word. Wherever you are, he hears you and sees you. He knows your need. Ask Him to come into your life, tell Him that you want to become “born again” so that you can experience the new life that Jesus offers.
Prayer:  Father, thank you for the free gift of eternal life that you want to give to me. I want to turn around from pleasing self to pleasing you. Would you come into my life and help me to live for you? I receive you now and long for the day of your coming, when I shall be with you forever.  Amen.
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