Luke 14:25-35

Warm-up: You have 3 minutes to rush back into your burning home and bring out one of your possessions.  What would you bring out?

The Cost of Being a Disciple 

 25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

 28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 

 31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

 34"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 
      "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

The Tide is against the Church
    In our present culture, it is not easy to remain a committed follower of Christ. I grew up as a commercial fisherman working with my dad on his trawl boat and on my own boat in my teens.  The tides around the East coast of England are quite strong at different times in the lunar cycle.  At Spring Tide the speed of the tide was around 3 miles an hour, while the speed at which we towed our trawl nets was around 4 miles an hour.  When we towed with the tide we were covering seven miles of ground an hour with our trawl net.  Obviously it meant that the more ground that we covered, the more bottom fish we caught.  Because of wrecks, weed and bottom obstacles we had to sometimes turn around and tow against the tide.  Then it wasn’t so good because the three mile an hour tide against our towing speed of only four miles an hour meant that we were only covering the fish on the bottom at one mile an hour.  When towing a net against the tide at that speed, one needed to be directly into the tidal flow or a fisherman could be going backwards even though he was still moving through the water at a steady rate.  Life is very much like going against the tide.  Many people have the appearance that they are advancing in their faith walk but the tide of evil is definitely against the church.  If we don’t confront and head into the tide of this world’s system we are being swept along by it and it takes us where we do not want to go.  The temptation that we all face is to compromise our values and commitment and go with the tide of the culture we are in.  
What cultural tidal flow do you see the Church of today facing?  If you could change one thing about the world we live in, what would you change?
God has called and equipped ordinary men and women like you and me to oppose the culture and live committed and sold out lives that change the world in which we live. The call of God is on people who are small enough for God to get the glory through their works.
What men and women of God can you think of that challenged the tide of their culture?  What specific things are they known for?
       Here are a few that come to mind;  Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks, who stood against the injustices of their day; Martin Luther, the hero of the Reformation; William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army; John Wycliffe, the man who translated the scriptures into English against huge opposition.  If we had the time we could think of many who have changed lives and history due to the fact that they stood up and headed into the tide of the culture.  Any great work that God wants to accomplish starts with the calling forth of a man or woman who is totally God’s.  John the Baptist was a man like that.  He was sold out for God’s glory.
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John (John 1:6).
The passage we are studying today is about the cost involved in being a disciple of Christ.  Crowds do not change a culture, crowds may throng Jesus but there are always individuals that will push through the crowd, to touch the Lord, either for their need or someone else’s (Luke 8:42-48).  Are you one that will change lives by your words or deeds? Are you a part of the crowd that are following, or are you ready to live a life that is laid down for His purposes?  What will it take? That is the purpose of our study today.
I see two parts to this passage: The Commitment Challenge, verses 25-27; and the Commitment Cost, verses 28-35. 

The Commitment Challenge, verses 25-27
Why did Jesus seek to thin out the crowds? Was there anything wrong with lots of people following Him?
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem to be crucified.  He knew it, and had told his disciples about his impending death, but they refused to believe it (Luke 9:44-45). In the minds of the majority of the crowd was the belief that the kingdom would come when Jesus got to Jerusalem.  Even on Palm Sunday as He entered the city they began to sing “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” The Pharisees told him to rebuke His disciples for it; they understood that the people thought that the Kingdom would appear, and that the Messiah was in front of their eyes (Luke 19:37-40).  They did not understand the times or seasons; that the Church of Jesus Christ, the Bride of the Lamb, would come forth from the side of the One that loved them at the cost of His own life. They could not forsee that the blood of Jesus, as the substitution lamb, would pay the ransom for our sin and save our lives. The crowd’s main thought was that they wanted to be there in Jerusalem when the Kingdom of God would appear in a physical way. They were focused on what was tangible and expected to see things unfold in a tangible way. Perhaps many in the crowd felt that if they were around they would steal a march on others and get a position of leadership in the new order that they thought was coming.  Jesus shocks them with his words:
26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

This does not tally with other things that Jesus has spoken; things such as loving one’s enemies.  What can He mean by saying we are to hate our near relatives and even our own lives?
Here is the real challenge to every follower of Christ.  Who is first in our lives? The followers of Christ were being told that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue (John 9:22).  There would be pressure from wives, mothers and fathers not to follow Christ because the synagogue was the center of a Jewish life and society.  To be put out of the synagogue would be like being treated as a leper.  Even today, in the 21st century, an orthodox Jew will have a funeral for a son who commits his life to Christ.  He will disinherit him completely and not speak to him again.  Jesus was simply letting the crowd know ahead of time what they were getting into.  In many parts of the world  our Christians brothers and sisters are going through these kinds of situations at the hands of Islamic and Hindu extremists.  Jesus was speaking to them in comparative terms. When our duty to our parents comes in competition with our duty to Christ, we must put Christ first. The bar is deliberately set high for a disciple of Christ.  If we will follow after Him, our love for Him is to outshine all other loves, even those who are our parents and spouses or even our kids.  Abraham had waited many years for the promise of a son and heir.  When God gave him a son through his aged wife Sarah, the boy became everything to him.  The Lord gave him a test; would he be obedient to trust God over his own son? Who was first in his life, God or Isaac? The Lord Jesus Christ is to be first and foremost at the center of our lives.  Sometimes even family members may seek to turn us from a life of pure devotion to Christ when they do not understand the significance of spiritual things. Some would make us feel that we are “wasting our time” and advise that we use our God given talents and abilities to make money or do something more “worthwhile” rather than serving God’s kingdom. We must realize that sometimes even our loved ones will be used of the enemy without their realizing it, to turn us away from Christ.  It can be very intimidating when it comes from a father or mother whose wisdom you trust implicitly.  When Peter the apostle sought to turn Jesus from going to the cross, Jesus knew where the thought had come from and immediately rebuked the devil that had inspired the thought in Peter’s mind unwarily:


Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of man (Matthew 16:23).
Have you ever had a friend or a loved one that sought to dissuade you from following Christ? Would you share how it made you feel?

The words that Jesus uses are strong on purpose, but it is hyperbole, an overstatement designed to make a point with maximum effect. We have seen this a few times in Jesus’ teaching.  This style of teaching was designed to create word pictures in ones’ mind to enable easy recall. Here are just a few examples of this: 
· Cutting off one's hand (Matthew 5:29-30) 

· A camel passing through the eye of a needle (Matthew 19:24) 

· Accepting violence and robbery without resistance (6:29) 

· A timber in one's eye (Luke 6:41-42)

Jesus goes further by saying for us to hate “even his own life” (Luke 14:26). In fact, if we do not hate our own life, we cannot be His disciple.  In the midst of a spiritual prayer battle in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus still could have chosen to live for Himself or to die for you and me:
41He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done" (Luke 22:41-42).

A Christian no longer lives for himself, he has been bought with a price, he is no longer his own.  He no longer has the right to do what he wants.  Baptism is a picture to the world and to the unseen world that a believer is dying to himself, and being raised a new person.  
The story is told of James Calvert who went out as a missionary to the cannibals of the Fiji Islands. The captain of the ship that carried him there sought to turn him back by saying, “You will lose your life and the lives of those with you if you go among such savages.” Calvert’s reply well demonstrates the cost of commitment: “We died before we came here.”

A disciple of Christ has chosen to walk as Jesus walked, even if it literally means that he should die for his faith.  That’s why we are told that we are to carry our cross just as Jesus did.  Everything must be subordinate to Christ, even our own being.  The story of Jim Elliot and four others that were martyred for their faith reminds us that the cost to follow wholeheartedly can lead to our death.  Here’s their story:
With the assistance of MAF pilot, Nathanael "Nate" Saint, Elliot and McCully located the first Huaorani huts in the jungle near Arajuno in September that year. The Huaoranis had recently killed a mother and two children in this area. This sighting firmed determination of the men to attempt contact, and weekly "drops" of gifts to the Huaoranis from the plane which began in October. As plans developed, Roger Youderian, a missionary working in Jivaria, was asked to join the men. Pete Fleming was the fifth man of the group hoping to make contact with the tribe.

Using a battery-operated speaker, the men made thirteen trips over the area, broadcasting words of friendship in the Huaorani language and dropping such gifts as buttons, a kettle, a machete, and tinted photographs of each man. The Huaoranis responded by sending back a parrot and feathered head-dresses in the drop bucket. Encouraged by these responses, the men decided to find a suitable landing strip for the plane. They selected a sandy beach, which they named "Palm Beach", on the Curaray River and made a successful landing on January 2, 1956. After four trips to bring in a radio and other supplies, they built a tree shelter and began shouting Huaorani phrases into the jungle. Four days later, two Huaorani women and a young Huaorani man came out of the jungle. They appeared friendly, and "George" was given a brief ride in the airplane. The following day was spent quietly and without contacts.

On Sunday, January 8, after songs, prayers, and a service, the men radioed their wives at 12:30 p.m. that contacts were expected by mid-afternoon and they would radio again at 4:30 p.m. When there was no radio message at that hour, a search and rescue operation began. A flight over the area showed a damaged plane, and a ground search party left for the area. Planes and a helicopter from the Ecuadorian Air Force and the U. S. Army, Air Force, and Navy flew in for an aerial search. The ground and air groups met on January 13 at Curaray Beach.

Jim Elliot's body was found downstream with three others. They had been killed by wooden lances and machetes, and the plane's fabric was ripped off and body damaged. Nate Saint's watch had stopped at 3:12 p.m. Because of the danger of another Huaorani attack, the burial service lasted only three minutes. The Army party came out by canoe or helicopter over a two-day period, spending one day trekking through Huaorani territory.

The deaths of the five men--Jim Elliot, Ed McCully, Pete Fleming, Nate Saint, and Roger Youderian-were reported world-wide, and they were regarded by many as twentieth-century martyrs. Elisabeth Elliot returned to Shandia and resumed the work of her husband. She subsequently wrote three books about the mission work and its consequences: Through Gates of Splendor, a biography of her husband, Shadow of The Almighty, and The Savage My Kinsman. She also edited The Journals of Jim Elliot. Elisabeth Elliot and Rachel Saint went to live with the Huaorani group in 1959. One of the Huaorani tribe members later explained to the missionaries that "George" had told them that the white men planned to eat them, and that they would not otherwise have killed the men.

These men gave their lives for the furtherance of the gospel that the Huaorani tribe would be represented before God at the Rapture of the Saints:

 9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb" (Revelation 7:9-10).
What we are saying is that it takes men and women of great commitment to give up their lives, take up the cross, and oppose where the culture wants to take us.  The kingdom we live in is different to the kingdom of this world.  It requires a life laid down in complete surrender to our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.
The Commitment Cost, verses 28-35.
Jesus then uses a parable of an architect envisioning a building and a general going to war.
What do you see that is similar from the two parables?

Each of them we are told “sits down” and thinks through, or estimates what resources he will need to fulfill the task ahead of him.  There will be decisions that must be made as to what must be given up that the task may be accomplished.  There will also be thoughts of other skills and people that will help you in the task, whatever it is that you want to accomplish with your life. Discipleship requires total consecration to God.  I am told that the word consecration means empty hands. It speaks of emptying your hands of everything that you own, so that you may present them to God to fill.  He can only fill hands that are empty.
Consecration isn’t our giving anything to God. It is our taking our hands off what already belongs to God. Walter B Knight.

Jesus concludes the two analogies by saying: “In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33).

Why would Jesus make such exacting requirements? Surely He doesn’t need my possessions, does He?

Do all disciples of Christ have to give up everything they have? Are there any exceptions?
How can we give up everything we have? We need houses and cars etc. What does it mean to give up everything? The Greek word is apotasso, " 'say farewell (to), take leave (of).' Figuratively, 'to renounce, to give up something.' " If you have come to the decision to entrust your life to Christ, it will require that ownership of all that you have, even your own life and your family’s, will be given into Christ’s hands.  True freedom and joy comes when a person gives up all he has into the hands of the One who will take care of all that is entrusted to His care.  We see this kind of lifestyle in other places in the book of Luke.  Peter, James and John leave their nets (5:11). Zacchaeus gives away half his wealth to the poor (19:8). Levi left his tax collecting business (5:27-28).  There are also the example of the Rich Young Ruler, who when Jesus tells him to give all he has to the poor and come and follow Him, he goes sadly away (18:22).  For the Rich Young Ruler, the problem was that he didn’t have riches, the riches had him!
Being Lukewarm is not acceptable in the kingdom of God. Revelation chapter 3, verses 15-16 talks about this: 15I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  
What’s so bad about being lukewarm?

Our lives affect others more than we realize.  If a person looks at my life and sees that I talk the talk but I do not walk the walk, then they will conclude that Christianity has no power to change a person’s life.  I can become a stumbling block to someone coming to Christ because of the way I live my life.  Rather that I am cold to the things of Christ and have no testimony to speak o, than being lukewarm by saying but not doing.  Be careful how you live your life before others.  Every one of us influences others.
We conclude this passage with Jesus talking about salt.  In those day’s salt was a preservative.  There was no such thing as refrigerators.  Salt in Israel was obtained from the Dead Sea after evaporation.  The salt that was used was not pure Sodium Chloride, there were all sorts of different minerals that were mixed into it.  It was possible that the salt would become stale and lack flavor and its preservative quality.  When our lives are not completely given in total consecration to God and His grace, we become stale and bland, lacking the ability to hinder the putrefaction of the culture around us.  Head into the tide! Do not let the tide of this life take you in a different direction.  Commit your all into His hands.
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, please give me grace to abandon all into your hands.  I want to live wholeheartedly for you and your purposes.  I release my possessions, my family, even my own life into your care. All to Jesus I surrender.  Amen.
1.
All to Jesus I surrender; 


all to him I freely give; 


I will ever love and trust him, 


in his presence daily live. 

Refrain:


I surrender all, I surrender all, 


all to thee, my blessed Savior, 


I surrender all. 

2.
All to Jesus I surrender; 


humbly at his feet I bow, 


worldly pleasures all forsaken; 


take me, Jesus, take me now. 


(Refrain) 

3.
All to Jesus I surrender; 


make me, Savior, wholly thine; 


fill me with thy love and power; 


truly know that thou art mine. 


(Refrain) 

4.
All to Jesus I surrender; 


Lord, I give myself to thee; 


fill me with thy love and power; 


let thy blessing fall on me. 


(Refrain) 

5.
All to Jesus I surrender; 


now I feel the sacred flame. 


O the joy of full salvation! 


Glory, glory, to his name! 


(Refrain) 
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