Luke 13:22-35
Warm-up: Have you ever been locked out of your car or house? Share with us how the experience felt.  What did you do to get in?
The Narrow Door 

    22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?"    He said to them, 24"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' 
      "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.' 26"Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.'  27"But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!' 28"There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last."
Jesus' Sorrow for Jerusalem 

    31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you." 32He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 34"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"

Are There Only a Few who will be Saved? (vs.22-30)
The passage tells us that Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, knowing that He will be crucified, but he teaches in the towns and villages on His way.  On the way, a man calls asking a question of Him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?  Jesus personalizes the question. He hones in on those listening.  This is personal.  We are not to be thinking about others but ourselves.  I would encourage every reader to take this passage to heart. 

Jesus answers the man and replies that we should agonize to enter through the narrow door.  In verse 24, the New International Version, translates the Greek word agōnizomai  to “make every effort.”  This Greek word is where we get our English word agony from.   The kindred word agōnia occurs of Christ’s struggle in Gethsemane (Luk_22:44).  We are to agonize over entering through the narrow door. 
I have lived in Israel three separate times in my early walk as a Christian.  The total amount of time spent was 16 months.  During that time I visited Hezekiah’s Tunnel, A 1750-foot (530m) tunnel cut through the limestone rock during the reign of Hezekiah to bring water from one side of the city to the other.  King Hezekiah carved this tunnel from the Gihon Spring, lying just outside the city to the inside of the city of Jerusalem.  Hezekiah needed water in case Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, would attack and lay siege to the city which was exactly what he did (Isaiah 37-38).  

It is, to me, one of the most awe inspiring places to go in the land of Israel. It is the place where Jesus sent the blind man to wash, the pool of Siloam, where Hezekiah’s tunnel ends.  As the man washed, at Jesus’ command, he was healed.  Great Israelite Kings had been to this spot and more than likely Jesus too.  The thing that makes it even scarier is that the water along the tunnel often comes up to your waist, and you don’t know if it is going to get higher as you walk down the 1750 feet to the end at the Pool of Siloam.  As you can see from the picture above, the way is narrow and restrictive.  People can pass one another only if they are thin and then with great difficulty.
Why is entering the Kingdom of God likened to entering through a narrow door?

Entrances to cities were deliberately small.  I think that Hezekiah’s Tunnel was kept narrow because it could have been used by the enemies of Israel as an entrance to the city.  It could easily be defended because only one at a time could come through the tunnel.  In fact, Joab, King David’s top general, captured Jerusalem by entering through the place where the Gihon Spring, the water shaft, was accessed (2 Samuel 5:6-8).  
If you were to go to Bethlehem, to visit the place where Jesus was born, the entrance door is so small that one has to bend down to get in.  I was told when I visited that the reason it was so small was that in the Middle Ages, horsemen would ride in, kill and steal and ride out again, before much could be done to stop them.  They countered it by making the door so small that one had to take off everything to enter in.  Perhaps this is why Jesus is referring to entering in through the narrow door, the one that enters the Kingdom of God, must find the narrow entrance and take off all one has to be a disciple.  The Kingdom of God is not found by going the way most people go, “the Broad Way,” that Jesus mentions.  Everything must be taken off to enter through the narrow door.  Merchants had to take everything off their camels so that the camel could then get into the walled city.  

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:33 (emphasis added)
It is not an easy way; we must make every effort to go God’s way rather than the way of religion, good works, giving, etc.  The way of Christ is to abandon oneself into the hands of a gracious and loving, trustworthy Savior, who alone has paid the price for you to enter the Kingdom of God.  He alone has a free ticket for you to enter if you ask Him.  Repentance and faith in Christ is the only way.  It is a narrow way in the sense that it requires self-denial, hence the need for abandonment of self and sin.  On the hills of Judea, the shepherd of the sheep would build an enclosure of stones and sit at the only entrance, the shepherd himself was the door.
9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture (John 10:9).
What things in the past has satan tricked you into believing will get you into heaven other than the way of Christ?
Satan will tempt you to believe that there are many ways into the Kingdom of God, but the Bible declares that Jesus is the only way; He is the Gatekeeper at the door of the sheep.  He said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one comes to the Father but by me” (John 14:6).  
At this moment in time, Sept 05, we are reading almost daily about Muslim Fundamentalists who have been tricked into believing that by committing suicide attacks on US forces in Iraq, that their god is going to going to give them heaven for their murders against non-Muslims and Muslim US and Iraqi soldiers and police.  How sad!  They threw themselves into a cause that they thought was going to earn them eternal life, but instead, will bring eternal damnation.  Being zealous is good if it is the right cause that one is zealous for.  

Do you think that God’s punishment is greater for those that harm others?

The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born" (Mark 14:21).
Judas would have been better off if he had not been born, Jesus says, how much more those that murder and maim innocent children, mothers and fathers, people that belong to the Savior.


But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea (Matthew 18:6).
It is one thing to refuse the gracious offer of the gift of life for oneself, but to influence the eternal destinies of others to refuse Christ, I believe, brings a greater punishment.
There will come a point when the owner of the house gets up and shuts the door (verse 25).  We do not know at what point the door of salvation will be shut.  Many play a game of Russian Roulette with their spiritual lives.  They spin the barrel of a spiritual six shot revolver and aim at their heads.  They hope that maybe God has lied and that there is a chance that the firing pin clicks on an empty barrel, in actual fact the game they are playing with their eternal destiny has six bullets, one for each of the chambers of their spiritual gun.  How terrible it will be for many to find that they are locked out.  Matthew’s gospel tells us:
 13"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it (Matthew 7:13-14).
Many will be those that are lost for they follow a way that is broad.  They compare themselves with others saying “I am not as bad as the next man.” They are tricked into believing that there is another way.  
There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. (Proverbs 14:12)

If God loves people so much, then why should the door be so narrow, why doesn’t God make it easier?
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:4).
To follow through the narrow door requires humility.  God has made it so easy that even a child can enter; it is not based on what one knows with the head but a simple trust that involves the heart, the very core of ones being.  It is only difficult in the sense that we want to hold on to self and not give up our sin.  The temptation when we come under conviction of our sin is the reformation of self.  God’s way is not to work hard at making oneself better, but to be crucified!  That’s why Paul could say:

20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2:20).  
Is there any reason why you could not this moment abandon self and sin and turn to the Master of the house right now, as you are reading this? It is no coincidence that you have come across this study.  Perhaps God has planned ahead of time to call you to Himself through these meditations.  Cast yourself upon the mercy of God.  Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved! (Romans 10:13).  Jesus, God in the flesh, has come to Planet Earth to take upon Himself your sin and my sin.  In His justice God has to judge sin, but did so by taking the punishment for sin upon Himself.  When Christ died on the cross it was in place of guilty man.  He died a substitutionary death.  There is a penalty that God placed on sin.  Jesus came like a sacrificial lamb that God has judged in your place.  God freely offers eternal life as a gift to whosoever believes and entrusts his life to Christ.  God loves you so much that he took your place so that you can turn your life around and receive power from Him to live a God pleasing life.  Will you enter the narrow gate now? You could pray a simple heartfelt prayer to Him right now, such as:
Lord Jesus, thank you for dying in my place, as my substitute.  I turn from my sin, please forgive me for the heartache I have caused you and others.  Come into my life and change me.  Help me to live a life that is pleasing to you.  I receive you now as my Savior and Lord,  Amen.
When the door of Salvation is closed, what do you imagine will be the thoughts and expressions of those that are locked out?
The owner of the house will shut the door on those that are outside.  Those locked out will bang furiously on the door.  There will be screams of anguish and heartfelt cries of pleading.  Can you not hear their passionate screams?  These people have been around the Master.  They have eaten and drank with him; they have listened to His teaching. But they did not respond to Him!  How terribly sad!  They are shut out forever from Him with all the blessings that will not be theirs.  The memory of lost opportunity and perhaps words of refusal to the offer of the Gospel shall echo in their minds through out eternity long.  When the Rich Man, in Luke 16:19-31, found himself in hell, he pleaded with Abraham for Lazarus to still serve him with water, for his spiritual tongue was burning, Abraham told him to remember how it was in the past.  I would think one of the worst things about being without Christ in hell, would be the memories that one would recall, wishing that they had taken the opportunities that were before them in this life.  Matthew’s gospel tells us: 
 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' (Matthew 7:21-23).

There will be some that will claim that they had worked very hard doing things for the Lord. Some will even tell of prophesying and performing miracles.  They are false professors.  They are deceived into thinking their works have gained them an entrance through the door.  The sad thing is that there will be many who will be shocked to find themselves outside the door and it is too late, the door will be locked!
How come they cannot come in? 
They knew about Him, but they did not know Him.  They had never entered into an intimate relationship with the Savior.  Jesus told them “I don’t know you or where you come from.  Away from me, all you evildoers” (verse 27).   There will be much weeping and gnashing of teeth (verse 28).  They knew all about Him, the things that He had said and done, but twice he says “I don’t know you or where you come from.”  These people can be likened to those that attend Church, hear God’s word taught but are deceived into thinking that is all that needs to happen.  Can I ask you, dear reader, do you have a secret history with God? Are you intimate with Him? Is He your greatest friend? I want so badly for you to know Him! May it never happen that you may read of those that scream and wail at the locked door and turn out to be one someday.  The scripture says to each of us:

“2For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2 Emphasis added).  Don’t put off till tomorrow what you can do today.  Respond to His call!
I think one of the most painful things is that they will see others that they did not think were in any way better than themselves, enter into the Kingdom of God.    All over the world, God is at work, calling to those who will hear and respond to His call. 
28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls (Matthew 11:28-29).
How can a person be sure that they have entered the Narrow Door and have become a child of God?

Some immediately know the difference.

How people come into that relationship varies enormously.  

Some people have a very dramatic conversion experience where there is a major turnaround in a short space of time.  They can tell you the exact time it happened to them.  My experience was very much like that.  I was challenged and responded at the age of 26, my life was turned upside down at that point after searching for God for around 4-5 years.
For others it is more gradual.

Others have a conversion over a gradual period of time.  Each of my children was challenged when the time was right for them and responded at a very early age.  They have grown up in Church but probably cannot remember the date and time they became a Child of God. 

Suppose that you travel from Boston, Massachusetts, to Cincinnati, Ohio, by Greyhound Bus, I did once and it took me 23 hours.  I did not know when I crossed into Ohio, but I knew I was in Ohio.  Some people would know the place and the time where the bus crossed into Ohio.  But it doesn’t matter at what point or what time you crossed what matters is that you are in Ohio.  What matters is that you know that you are a Christian today.

When we received Christ, we became Children of God.

 “All who received him he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).
All who received Him come into a relationship as close as a son with his good, loving father.  Have you sincerely turned to Christ and asked Him to forgive your sin and give Him ruler ship over your life from this point on? The Bible promises that those who respond in such a way have crossed over from death to life.

 
"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life (John 5:24).
What if people do not feel any different after committing their lives to Christ, entering through the Narrow Door?
Think about it in terms of a relationship, for example, marriage. When a couple marry and commit their lives to each other, if they were to wake up the next morning feeling like they were not married, all they had to do was to look at the legal document, their wedding certificate, to know that they are married.  In the same way the new Christian can look at the legal terms of the contract or covenant in the Bible to remind themselves of what God has said He would do, when you commit your life to him.  
God wants us to be sure of that relationship. 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life (1 John 5:13).

It’s possible to know that you have ETERNAL LIFE. Eternal life is defined as living in a relationship with God. “This is life eternal, that they may know you, the One True God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

Jesus' Sorrow for Jerusalem (verses 31-35).

What would be the motive of the Pharisee’s in verse 31? “Leave this place and go somewhere else, Herod wants to kill you.”
Perhaps they were concerned for Jesus’ safety, warning Him of Herod’s plans.  I think it is more than likely though that their motive was to intimidate Christ into leaving the town or village that he was in, He was disturbing the Pharisee’s with His words. He was getting too close to home and they were convicted that they were indeed false professors, especially after hearing that some would be locked out. 
Jesus had no fear of Herod whatsoever.  William Barclay in his commentary in the Book of Luke writes:
“It takes a brave man to call the reigning king a fox.  Latimer was once preaching in Westminster Abbey in England, when Henry the king was one of the congregation.  In the pulpit he soliloquized, Latimer! Latimer! Latimer! Be careful what you say.  The king of England is here!” Then he went on, “Latimer! Latimer! Latimer! Be careful what you say.  The King of Kings is here.”  Jesus took His orders from God, and he would not shorten his work by one day to please or to escape any earthly king. 

Jesus then goes on to talk about his passion for the city of Jerusalem.  
What is the picture you get from Jesus words “I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wing?”(verse 34)
Isn’t a hug the most wonderful expression of intimacy? Both of my children have grown up with hugs and kisses from their parents.  I love to wrap my arms around them and draw them close to my heart.  Isn’t that what we see in Jesus in this passage? The mere thought of Jerusalem comes to His mind and He finds within Himself that same yearning for His people, you and me.  Jerusalem is the city of the Great King, Messiah Jesus.  Jerusalem is special to God; it is the place where He has chosen for His presence to always be.
"In this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my Name forever (2 Kings 21:7).

There is a yearning that is described in the Parable of the Lost Son (Prodigal Son).  It is the longing of a father to run to His son and throw His arms around him and say “welcome home, son!”  Isn’t it time you came home?
� Taken from the Internet, http://www.bibleplaces.com/heztunnel.htm


� The Daily Study Bible, William Barclay, The Book of Luke, page 186.





