Luke 13:1-9

Repentance Is Not An Option 

Warm-up: Was there a painful event that caused a turn around in the direction of yourself, your family or friends’ life? Tell us about it.
Repent or Perish
1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish." 

    6Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 

    8" 'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' " 

Verses 1-5 Repentance is Not an Option.
 I lived in Israel for three periods of time amounting to nearly a year and a half in the late 70’s early 80’s.  While there I learned some Hebrew and enjoyed communicating to Jews and Arab people.  One thing I learned about Hebrew was that when they wanted to emphasize something, they would say it twice.  So if I wanted to say “I speak very little Hebrew,” I would say “ani medibear kutsat kutsat evreet.”  The word “kutsat” (kutsat means little) was said twice to emphasize it.  Again and again in the Gospels you will see this.  The King James Version translates John 3:3, one of the most important passages in the whole of the New Testament in this way:
3Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

It is significant that Jesus uses the word twice to emphasize it.  It is such an important topic, that he repeats the emphasis again in verse 5.
 5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:5).
My point is that when Jesus says something twice in a passage we had better listen carefully because it is an important point.  The New International Version, the version I am using for the Luke studies, translates the emphasis by using the words “I tell you the truth,” instead of the emphasis being two words.  

Twice in verses 1-5, Jesus says the words “But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” Repentance is an important topic that Jesus wants us to understand.
What do you think the word “Repent” means?

What comes to mind when you hear the word “Repent?’
The Greek word used is metanoéō, which literally means “to perceive afterwards” (meta, “after,” implying “change,” noeo “to perceive with the mind”; It means to change one’s mind or purpose, for the better.  Repentance is not mere guilt, though guilt sometimes motivates repentance.  Repentance is not remorse, for Judas was remorseful, but we never get the indication that Judas had a change of heart resulting in action.  Judas experienced the emotions of regret and remorse, but did not abandon his sin.  He did not experience God’s forgiveness.  I don’t think I am alone in believing that we will not see Judas in heaven.
Matthew 27:3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders.

It sure sounds to me that Judas, although he was remorseful, was taken and used by satan. 
John 13:27 says “As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.
In the book of Acts after the resurrection of Christ, the disciples needed one more Apostle to replace Judas. 

Acts 1:25

“to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs." 

Repentance means to turn from something to someone, the Lord Jesus Christ.  True biblical repentance brings change; change of mind, change of direction in one’s life. Without a change of heart and action to go along with it, repentance is not present.  Remorse is being sorry.  Repentance is being sorry enough to change.
Can you think of a definite time, in your life, where there was conviction of sin,   repentance, a change of mind and heart, and a change of direction towards the Lord Jesus Christ?
Becoming a Christian brings a change of mind and a change of attitude, and this produces a change in the whole focus of ones life.  When we fully appreciate and understand that Christ died for my sin and your sin, we see the ugliness of sin to a Holy God.  How can we go on sinning, when we know how it pains our Lord and savior?
A young girl desiring baptism and admission to the Lord’s Supper, the Communion table, in a town in Scotland, was being interviewed by the elders of the local church who wanted to be sure she really had a spiritual experience, for they considered her rather young.  First she was asked. “Did you ever find out that you were a sinner?” “Yes” she replied without hesitation, “I did indeed.” The second question put to her was, “Do you think you are a sinner still?” she was asked. “Yes,” she said, “I know I am a sinner.”  “Well,” the question came, “and what change has come over you?” “Well,” she said “it’s like this. Before I was converted I was running after sin.  Now I am running away from it” There was in her both a change of attitude and a change of direction. 

Sin creates distance between us and our heavenly Father.  Sin separates us from the God who has created us.  Relationship is only restored through repentance and forgiveness of sin due to the work of Christ, bearing our sin on the cross.  God wants for each of us to enjoy walking in fellowship with Him, just as Adam walked with God in the cool of the day.  
“You cannot repent too soon, because you do not know how soon it may be too late.” Thomas Fuller.
If today, while reading this study, you find that you are in an unrepentant state, why not turn around now?  Come before the Lord Jesus and ask Him to take your life and your sin.  Abandon yourself to the goodness and mercy of God.  The only sin that God cannot forgive is an unconfessed sin.   
If a Christian stops repenting, is he or she still growing as a Christian? How important is continual repentance to spiritual renewal and growth? 
The context of Jesus bringing up the need for repentance was the Jewish belief that victims of tragedy and misfortune were guilty of sins that they had tried to hide.  
There was an incident reported by Josephus, the historian, which is not in the Bible, where Pilate had his soldiers disguise themselves as pilgrims during Passover.  The Jews rioted because Pilate had looted the treasury in the Temple to pay for an improvement to Jerusalem’s aqueduct system.  At a given signal by Pilate, his soldiers uncovered their robes and fell upon the Jews with clubs, killing many Galileans that were at the altar.  Passover was a time when laymen could slaughter their lamb sacrifices themselves.  It seems that this was a local news story that was quite horrifying to the Jews as the Galileans blood had mixed in with their sacrifices.  The assumption was that the Galileans must have been bad sinners because of what had happened to them.  Jesus questions this theory and then goes on to tell those listening that unless they repented they too will perish. Repentance is not an option.  
What danger is there in believing that misfortune or tragedy visits those who are sinful?
We may have the erroneous belief that we are blessed above other people or nations due to our own righteousness.  We are tempted to believe that we are God’s chosen instrument to bring enlightenment and a better system of living to other nations.  It seems to me that Jesus was saying that those listening should not think that they are more righteous because nothing bad had happened to them.  That is an arrogant attitude that has visited nations in the past.  Great Britain at one time boasted that the sun never set on the British Empire (I am British).  We used other nations for our own ends, prospering through their misfortune at losing battles at the hands of the British Army.  Great Britain is no longer great and we are getting over it.  Now we call our nation the United Kingdom, which is a healthier attitude!  The Empire was taken away in just a few years, as God humbled us.  God has a way of humbling people, companies and nations when pride and an arrogant attitude pervade their thinking.  
Who spoke the following words and when were they spoken?
“We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have been preserved, the many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to God that made us. It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.”
  (Abraham Lincoln)
We must ever be aware that to whom much is given, much is required (Luke 12:48).  We in America, and the United Kingdom, have been given much.  We have been the recipients of divine grace.  But with that grace there is also a responsibility to walk in humility towards other nations that have not been as fortunate.  We must not look down on others, thinking that we are superior in our culture, the way the Jews looked down on those that were suffering in some tragedy.  That is not the way of Christ.
The prevailing opinion of the time was that if you were rich, you were blessed of God.  If you were poor, in misfortune or tragedy, God was judging you ahead of time for your sin.  When Jesus came across the man who had been blind from birth his disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. (John 9:2-3).  
Life happens; stuff happens.  We should not ever think that we are being punished by God because bad things happen to us.  This is the message of the Book of Job.  Job’s comforters had said to him “Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright destroyed” (Job 4:7).  Job was a lesson to each of us that bad things happen to good people.  The right response in the middle of a trial is what God wants to see.  He knows all things and there is not a sparrow that falls to the ground without his knowledge.  
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father (Matthew 10:29).
Jesus then goes on to use a second illustration to provoke them (and us) to repent, the story of eighteen people in Jerusalem that were killed when the tower of Siloam fell.  Siloam is a place inside the city of Jerusalem where water lies in a pool.  King Hezekiah, around 700 years before the time of Christ, had dug a tunnel from the Gihon Spring, just outside the city walls, to bring the water inside the city.  If you ever get the chance to visit Jerusalem, a walk along Hezekiah’s Tunnel is a must! It is inspiring to know that you are treading where King Hezekiah and Jesus himself, at the pool of Siloam, had once stood.  If the city was at any time attacked, they would always have water.  It is possible that Pilate, in building his aqueduct system, had so disturbed the foundations of the Siloam Tower that the tower collapsed, killing eighteen people.  Jesus’ point is that accidents happen and it does not mean that those killed were more sinful than those that the Siloam Tower did not fall upon.  Jesus reminded them not to judge others, but to look at themselves.  Where are they going to be in eternity?  Unless we repent we shall all likewise perish.
Verses 6-9.  The Third illustration that Repentance is not an Option
Who do you think the characters in the Parable represent?
It seems to me that the owner represents God the Father, the caretaker is Christ, and the Fig Tree represents Israel as it often did in the Old Testament (cf. Jeremiah 24:1-10; Hosea 9:10; Micah 7:1).  It also represents all listeners (I’m sorry, that includes all readers too!).  Your life is like a choice Fig Tree that God has planted inside His well watered and cultivated Vineyard.  The fruit is for the personal use of the owner.  It is an only Fig Tree and as such it is places in a chosen spot on a slope alongside the precious vines.  The gardener has taken time to personally cultivate and grow this precious fig tree.  He has raked the weeds away; He has protected the Fig Tree from blight, mildew and many different viruses.  As it grows the large leaves of the tree now block out some of the vital suns rays from the adjacent vines.  The owner is very patient.  He lets the tree grow and returns when it should be fruitful.  He is disappointed.  He wants to enjoy the fruit that He has taken so much time, effort and resources to bring to the point of maturity.  Common sense dictates that if the tree is not bearing fruit, then it must be cut down for it is just using up the resources of the soil.
The Caretaker is in a position where he can intercede on behalf of the Fig Tree.  'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' This is mercy and grace.  Each of us have been given time to bear fruit, we are still alive only at the mercy and grace of God.
What is the fruit that God is looking for?
What does digging around it and fertilizing the soil around the tree represent?
Surely day by day, our Lord and Savior seeks to cultivate the soil of our mind with His precious Word.  He uses the difficulties and the trials that we go through as triggers to bring forth Christ likeness in us.  The nature of Christ comes forth in us as we respond to trials and difficulties the way Jesus would.  This is why it is so important for us to be reading the Gospels often.  How can we respond the way Christ would if we never meditate or learn of His responses in His Word?
This is a parable of mercy. The tree deserves to be cut down, but the gardener still has hope for it. He wants to give it one more chance.  God looks for an excuse to delay judgment.  We do not know the day when God has determined that a person should be cut down.  “Now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).  Repentance is not an option! God has not hidden the fact that every one of us knows and realizes that our death will come someday.  For some reason we are still alive, Christ has pleaded for us before the throne of God’s majesty.  If this message finds you unprepared for that day, why not respond to the message of God’s Gospel now? Is it pride? Is it friends?  How will you answer God when He says to you, “Why did you not respond to my offer of love and mercy?”
God has not promised you tomorrow.  He is looking for the fruit of Christ’s love in your heart.  Why not start on the journey today?
The death of Christ has no value to you until you believe.  The gospel is so simple that even a child can believe.  Christ has already paid the penalty of sin and offers the free gift of eternal life to you freely.  His death on the cross was for you and in place of you.  It was a substitutionary death.  He took your place.  What you deserved due to the penalty of sin, is death, not only physical death but separation from God, Christ willingly bore that penalty Himself.

John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Believing in the New Testament use of the word is not a mental assent to these facts, but a belief that brings about a change in your life.  As I am writing I am sitting in a chair.   I have a mental assent that this chair will support me if I sit on it, I assent to the fact that it will hold me up, but mentally believing something is not the biblical act of faith.  Bible believing faith is the act of resting your weight on it! It is the act of sitting down in it, resting my weight on the chair.

Have you ever taken the step of resting your soul in Christ?  Ask him right now to forgive your sin.  Specify particular sins that have been weighing on your soul.  Talk to Him about them. Cast yourself on Jesus! Plead with him while you are on the way to forgive you your debt of sin.  He has promised He will forgive you!  The above scripture proclaims loudly that He will.

Receive His gift of eternal life.  My kids still get a Christmas gift even though they may be naughty on Christmas Eve.  Why? Because a gift is given from a person not on the basis of what he has done but on the heart and goodness of the giver!  

The gift of God is eternal life (Romans 6:23). Receive the gift of God as a child receives a gift at Christmas. 
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� President Abraham Lincoln’s Proclamation for a National Day of Fasting, Humliation and Prayer, April 30, 1863








