Luke 12:1-12
Warm-up: What do you remember hiding from your parents as a child? Did you ever get found out?
Warnings and Encouragements 

    1Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs. 

    4"I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

    8"I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. 9But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God. 10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 

    11"When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say."

We left off the last chapter with the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law incensed at Jesus telling them the truth of their sin-stricken lives of hypocrisy.  They were livid with anger, waiting to pounce on Jesus should he ever do anything that they could accuse him with, waiting for an excuse to kill him.  The six woes that Jesus talked to his enemies about was more than likely at a late breakfast, early lunch meeting in the house of a Pharisee (Luke 11:37).  I feel sure that the word managed to get out to the common people of Jesus’ words to the religious elite.  Nobody likes hypocrisy especially when it was as evident as it was in the days of Christ.  When the New Testament was written there were no chapter divisions as we see today.  Verse one of chapter 12 is a carry on from chapter 11.  The word “meanwhile” is a link word to what was happening from verses 37-54.
It seems to me, that the people were falling over one another to get closer to the house.  Scrambling to listen to Jesus telling the hypocrites what He saw in their hearts.  People love an argument, a fight or a controversial topic.  It attracts people like bees to honey.  We are told in verse 1, that a crowd of many thousands of people “were trampling on one another.”  How humiliated the religious leaders must have been to walk outside after Jesus and seeing the thousands of people listening in.  It would have angered them even more.  

This meant war! They began to oppose Him fiercely (chapter 11, verse 53) is a descriptive term of this new open warfare with no holds barred, another graphic word used is “besiege.”

What do you think it looked like for Jesus to be opposed fiercely?

Have you ever been opposed or attacked because of your faith?

In the midst of all that was going on, Jesus began to warn his disciples not to become like the religious elite.
"Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.
Why does Jesus use the analogy of hypocrisy being like yeast? 
Hypocrisy is deception at its worse. The word hypocrite we get from the Greek word “hupokrisis,” it was used in the common Greek language at the time to describe an actor on the stage having a mask on his face acting the part of someone else.  A hypocrite is a person who says one thing with his mask on but in reality is someone completely different to the image he or she puts out, someone who expects from others what they are not willing to do themselves. 
Bonaventura said “A man who does not practice what he preaches destroys what he builds. 

Frank Gabelein said “There is no form of sin in which we act more satanically than when we indulge in telling a lie.”

When we do not practice what we say we are, it is living a lie, a deception that is like the corrupting influence of yeast.  Yeast is a fermenting agent.  When a little bit of yeast is added to a lump of dough it gradually works through the whole lump, changing the appearance and taste. Jesus wants us to be open and honest with Him about who we are inside and out.  What is on the inside will always work through to the outside.  Not only that but it also taints others with its corrupting influence. 

 You cannot hide who you are.  The good news is that God accepts us the way we are.  People make the mistake of thinking that they ought to be better before they can become a Christian.  They work hard at trying to clean up their lives so that God will accept them.  But the Word of God declares that we are accepted not by what we do but by what Christ has done.  It is a finished work that we cannot improve upon.  It is 100% of what Christ has done that makes us accepted.  We are deceiving ourselves if we think that we can be good enough by doing enough good works to please God.  
John 6:28-29

28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

He encourages them to be God pleasers and not men pleasers.  We’re to get real with God and man this side of heaven.  When eternity starts there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed.  Sometimes God will bring out into the open things that have been hidden before eternity starts.  
What things can you think of that men tried to hide, yet were brought out into the open?
I’m waiting to find out if President Kennedy was shot from the grassy knoll or by Lee Harvey Oswald.  Some day all will be made known.  We must live without any real secrets, because all of them are eventually going to become public -- now, later, or when Jesus' comes. Who we truly are, in the core of our beings, will be on full display when we stand before the Lord. 

King David is an example of a man who tried to hide his sin through hypocrisy.

David tried to hide his adulterous affair with Bathsheba, by killing her husband and keeping it all a secret.  The result was that God proclaimed it from the rooftops and that in this life not the next.  But his guilt and shame, that which was hidden under the surface of David’s life began to affect him.  The consequences of repressing his guilt he expressed in Psalm 32:

3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Selah 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD "— and you forgave the guilt of my sin (Psalm 32:3-5)
We would like for that to be the end of it but David was judged by God for the sin and the hypocrisy of covering it all up and trying to act as if it had never happened, trying to hide it.  God allowed ample time for David on his own accord to confess his adulterous affair but David had completely swept it under the carpet and had resolved that he would hide his sin. God graciously used the Prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 12) to confront him about it.  I notice that by the time of Nathan’s confrontation, the fruit of the adultery is now a “child,” not a baby (2 Samuel 12:15).  We can safely say that David was many months under conviction, but he was a clever hypocrite before men, but God knew his heart and worked to bring it into the light.  While true repentance does bring forgiveness from God, it does not necessarily eliminate the consequences of sin.  God tells him:
"This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel” 

(2 Samuel 12:11-12).
Even though God forgave him, David still suffered for his actions.  The son born through David and Bathsheba’s sin died.
20 Absalom said to Ahithophel, "Give us your advice. What should we do?" 21Ahithophel answered, "Lie with your father's concubines whom he left to take care of the palace. Then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself a stench in your father's nostrils, and the hands of everyone with you will be strengthened." 22So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he lay with his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel. (2 Samuel 16:20-22) 

Why would God be so hard on David because of his sin?  
47"That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked (Luke 12:47-48).

David had been entrusted with much.  He had strengthened the hand of the enemies of God by his actions.  David immediately repented after being confronted and was told by Nathan “by doing this you have made the enemies of the Lord show utter contempt” (2 Samuel 12:14).  When we sin deliberately before the eyes of those that know not Christ, we strengthen their resolve against Christ.  In effect they say, “If that is how a Christian behaves, I want no part of it.” We become a stumbling block to a person still undecided about the Lordship of Christ.  It is a healthy thing for a Christian to fear that others might not become a believer due to the inconsistency of their lives.
“what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs” (Luke 12:3). 

Matthew 12:36 

36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they have spoken.

We may have thought that what we whispered to another was just between us but God has a way of bringing every careless word that comes from our mouth out into the open.  Even Deep Throat, the FBI man that tipped off the Washington Post to what President Nixon was doing at Watergate, could not keep his whispering from the rest of the world.  What was whispered in secret will all come out.
Verses 4-7.

4"I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

It seems logical that Jesus was saying these things to his disciples because of the intimidation of the angry Pharisee’s and Teachers of the Law that Jesus had just riled up. Every one of us that are Disciples of Christ should have a healthy fear and respect for our Father, the Creator of all things, the one we shall stand before in Eternity.  It should not be a cowering fear that hinders us from action and paralyses us.  It is the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge.    

I remember reading about Sadhu Sundar Singh who lived in Northern India at the beginning of the last century.  Bitter over the death of his mother, Sundar Singh blamed God. The fourteen-year-old boy became vicious toward his Christian teachers. He threw filth on them, mocked their Scriptures, and interrupted classes. Then he made the ultimate gesture of scorn. He bought a Bible from the Christians. Outside his house he built a fire and page by page tore up the Scripture and burnt it. "Although I believed that I had done a very good deed by burning the Bible, I felt unhappy," he said. Within three days Sundar Singh could bear his misery no longer. Late one night in December 1903, he rose from bed and prayed that God reveal himself to him if he really existed. Otherwise -- "I planned to throw myself in front of the train which passed by our house." For seven hours Sundar Singh prayed. "O God, if there is a God, reveal thyself to me tonight." The next train was due at five o'clock in the morning. The hours passed. 

A Dramatic Conversion 
Suddenly the room filled with a glow. A man appeared before him. Sundar Singh heard a voice say, "How long will you deny me? I died for you; I have given my life for you." He saw the man's hands, pierced by nails. This could only be Christ. In that moment of recognition, the boy who had burnt the Bible became a man who would endure anything for the Christ taught in it. He knew Christ as the Savior of the world and fell to his knees with a wonderful sense of peace.  The mountains of Tibet called to him. In those remote regions were souls starved for the word of God. Buddhist monks exerted tremendous power over the nation. They wanted no part of the Christianity which might rob them of income and influence. Sundar Singh determined to enter the forbidden land with the gospel of Christ. Before his death he would travel into Tibet about twenty times. 

How Did He Escape?
In 1912 in the Tibetan village of Lazar, when caught preaching, he was beaten and thrown to die in a pit filled with rotting bodies. His arm was broken; the pit was sealed above him, and only the Grand Lama had the key. The stench was unbearable. Three nights later, Sundar heard the grate open. A shadowy figure lowered a rope and pulled him out. Next morning he boldly showed himself again, preaching in the streets, he did not fear that the religious leaders would throw him in the terrible pit again.  The one who had commanded him to preach Christ was with him, and Sundar Singh feared the Lord more than the people who were opposing him. The Grand Lama seized him. Furious questions followed. Who had helped him? Who had stolen the key? He pulled the key ring from under his robe. But the key to the pit was still on it. Terrified, he freed Sundar Singh, expelling him from town.  The Grand Lama knew that this was a miraculous intervention.
Sundar Singh, even though an angel released him from prison feared that he had not completed his work of reaching the Tibetans with the gospel.  His fear of God was greater than his fear of being thrown down the pit again.
Proverbs 29:25
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.

What fears do you need to be released from, how can we pray for you concerning the fears that occasionally or often bind you?
6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
Matthew, in his parallel account (10:29) says “are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?” It seems that one sparrow was thrown in for free when you bought four, but not even the freebie was forgotten by God.  God doesn’t miss a thing. He has complete knowledge of everything.  We call this attribute of God, his omniscience.
God is omniscient.

Even the smallest of God’s creatures, is not missed by our God.  God has never had to learn anything and there is nothing that he does not know from time beginning to the time when time itself ends.  Man can never tell God something that he does not already know.  
Psalm 139, written by King David, is my favorite Psalm. David writes:

 Psalm 139

    1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.4 Before a word is on my tongue 
       you know it completely, O LORD. 5 You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me," 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

What thoughts run through your mind when you consider God’s omniscience?
Not only does He know everything about us but Jesus goes on to tell us that we are worth more than many sparrows.  Man is the crown of God’s creation.  How can we place a value on a man?  We are told that this world will one day pass away and that there will be a new heaven and a new earth, but you and I will still be around.  Man is an eternal creature.  How many ants in the world could you value a human life at? I would say that all the ants in the world could not compare in value of a single human life in the sight of God.  If the ant world was in danger and needing redemption, a single human life would be sufficient for the redemption price.  God has cherished each life as so precious that He, the Creator, was the only one of so much greater worth that could pay the redemption price.  Every hair of your head is numbered and not one falls out without His knowledge.  Not only does He know everything about us, but He also knows every thought we think, before we think it.  He perceives our thoughts from afar.  He knows what we are going to say, before we say it.  He sees the end from the beginning.  God is outside of time and knows all things simultaneously.  He has worked ahead of time to bring you to Himself, if you are a Christian, and if you are not, he has been working in you past and now in your present as you read these thoughts, to bring you to Himself.  He loves you and values you and I highly, more, I believe, than the value of the whole world.  Not only that but he has fashioned your future to shape you into the likeness of Christ.  All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  Think through that; let it boggle your mind! And He does that with all of the people that He has called to Himself.  He is transforming us into the image of Christ as we respond to the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect [ Or contemplate] the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

The Greek word translated above as transformed is the word “Metamorphoo”  we get the word metamorphosis from it.  Meta means change of place or condition, and morphoo is the Greek word for form.  God is changing our form from the inside, that inner person that is the real you is slowly being changed into the likeness of Christ.  When I get home in my car, I stop the engine, take my feet off the pedals and controls and get out of the car.  The car is dead without me.  In the same way the real you leaves the body at death, and then you will see the metamorphosis of the work of the Spirit of God.
Verses 8-10.
Jesus is telling his disciples and us, that we are not to bow to intimidation from religious people who have their own agenda and not God’s.  We are to acknowledge the Lord Jesus in our lives before men.  We will have opposition from demonically inspired people such as we see in Luke 11 and 12 but we are never out of the care of our God.  What is intended by the enemy to hurt us can only transform us if we will respond the way Jesus did.
Verses 11-12.

On many occasions I have sensed the Spirit giving me words and scripture that I know are inspired by Him to go directly to the situation at hand.  In 1981, when I was only four years old as a Christian, God thrust my wife and me into a Church planting situation with another couple.  None of us knew what we were doing, but again and again we found God giving us wisdom and counsel that was far beyond the depth of our knowledge or wisdom.  God is well able to use you and speak through you.  Never let you youth in Him hinder what you do for Him.  He will give you on the job training.  The key word here is dependence.  Are you dependant on Him?
Have you ever had that sense of God teaching you in the moment of what to say?  

Do you have any worries that are bothering you?
Prayer:  Father, your Word tells us that we are not to worry about how we are to defend ourselves but we are to be confident of your care and omniscience.  Please come right now and fill us with that calm assurance that takes away all fear and worry.  Amen.
