Luke 1:39-2:7
The Birth of Jesus
Warm up:  What do you dislike about the winter and what do you look forward to with the coming of spring?
Mary Visits Elizabeth 

    39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 

Mary's Song 

    46And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is his name.  50His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers." 56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

    57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, 60but his mother spoke up and said, "No! He is to be called John."  61They said to her, "There is no one among your relatives who has that name."  62Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's astonishment he wrote, "His name is John." 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, "What then is this child going to be?" For the Lord's hand was with him. 

Zechariah's Song 

    67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 68"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. 69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 71salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us— 72to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
    74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 77to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
      through the forgiveness of their sins, 78because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 79to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace." 80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel. 

Luke 2

The Birth of Jesus 

    1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register. 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

v.39-45.  Mary Visits Elizabeth
Before we look at the passages we are studying, it is good to examine the time period when all this happened to get a full understanding of what is happening.

Between the Old Testament and the beginning of the New there were around 400 years where God was silent, seemingly not doing much at all.  Spiritual interaction between Man and God was at an all time low.  The last book of the Old Testament, the book of Malachi, seems to be about a time of where spiritual darkness was descending.
According to Malachi, their families were falling apart.  Husbands were dealing treacherously with their wives (2:14), and they had become a nation of adulterers and oppressors of the wage earners… the widows and the orphans (3:5).
In a three pronged indictment against them, the Lord said:

· “You have turned aside from my statutes” (v.7)
· “You are robbing me” (v.9)

· “Your words have been arrogant against me” (v.13)

The night dragged on so long that the nation forgot what the sun looked like.  The Spirit of God seemed to have departed from them.  The yearning for more of God began to increase.

Malachi told of God’s promise that one day the sun would rise and bathe the nation in the brilliance of His Presence and Glory.  He said “But for you who fear my name the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip like calves from the stall” (4:2).
The prophet Joel said: 
"And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, 
your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days (Joel 2:28-29).
With the birth of Jesus, the spiritual darkness recedes as the Spirit of God bursts on the scene, the sun of righteousness rises.  John the Baptist, who was to prepare the way, was filled with the Spirit even before his birth (Luke 1:15).  Mary, Jesus’ mother, was promised: the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35).
When Elizabeth, her cousin, came into the presence of Jesus, still in his mother’s womb, she too was “filled with the Holy Spirit” (vs.67).  Even John the Baptist’s father Zechariah was “filled with the Holy Spirit” (vs.67). 

Let’s Read the passage. Luke 1:15 says John was filled with the Spirit before birth.

 Do you think it happened as Mary with the baby Jesus in her womb, entered through the door and saw Elizabeth?  The angel had told Mary that Elizabeth was in her sixth month (1:36). It seems to me that both mother and baby were filled at the same time. It also seems to me that Mary is also filled with the Spirit at the same time, her song is certainly Spirit inspired.

Verses 46-56   Mary’s Song
From the words of this song, what kind of family did Mary come from?

What do you appreciate most about Mary?

There are three revolutions spoken of in this passage:

1. He scatters those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  That is a moral revolution.  Christianity is a death of pride.

2. He has brought down rulers from their thrones- but has lifted up the humble.  That is a social revolution.  Christianity puts an end to the world’s labels and prestige.

3. He has filled the hungry with good things but sent the rich away empty.  That is an economic revolution.

Verses 57-66 The Birth of John the Baptist

In Palestine the birth of a boy was a time of great joy.  When the time of the birth was near at hand, friends and relatives and local musicians gathered near the home.  When the birth was announced and it was a boy, the musicians broke into songs and music.  If it was a girl the musicians went silently and regretfully away!  In Elizabeth’s house there was double joy not only was it a miraculous birth but it was a boy too.

Names had a lot more significance in ancient Israel.  Names were descriptive of a circumstance like Moses whose name means ‘drawn from the water.” Sometimes names were given prophetically, 1 Sam 25:25 describes a guy by the name of Nabal who became like his name, which means “foolish.” I cannot imagine why a mother would name her son “foolish.”
John was a shortened form of the name Jehohanan, which means Jehovah’s gift or God is Gracious.  They did not listen to Elizabeth as to what his name should be, note that Zechariah was also deaf not just dumb.  We read that (v.62) that they had to make signs to Zechariah as to what his name should be. 
Zechariah was healed as he gave testimony to what the angel had said about the boy as to his name.  Never underestimate the power of a testimony.   I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Rev 19:10 KJV)

Note that Zechariah was filled with the Spirit at the time of confessing God’s grace and power in his life.  He even moves in a gift of prophecy.

Verse 80 speaks of John living in the desert.  As his parents were very old when he was born, he probably lost them both at an early age.
Luke 2:8-40

Warm-up:  What’s your favorite memory of Christmas?

What do you want from this group?  What are your expectations as to what you will receive in this group?

The Shepherds and the Angels 

    8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Jesus Presented in the Temple 

    21On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived. 22When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 33The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too." 36There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

The Birth of Jesus vs.1-7

Micah 52 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."

Why should Jesus be born in Bethlehem?

I found it interesting when I was learning Hebrew at a school in Jerusalem that the town named Bethlehem is composed of two Hebrew words “Beit” and “Lechem” they are translated as house and bread. Jesus, who called Himself the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35), was born in a town called House of bread.
God arranged for all these scriptures to be fulfilled.  He used Caesar Augustus to announce a census to be taken for tax purposes.  God wanted to prove to the world that His Son was born in Bethlehem and not Nazareth, where His ministry was to be.

The Messiah was to be a descendant of David.

Where was David born?

1 Samuel 16:1. 1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king." So it’s a 80 mile trip to Bethlehem, every person in the Holy Land had to return to their town of lineage, their home town, where their ancestors were born.

Imagine what it would have been like for Mary to travel 80 miles on a donkey while in the last week of her pregnancy.  Of course, we do not know that Mary traveled the distance on a donkey, scripture does not tell us.  We pick that message up from Christmas carols.  If it was on a donkey it would probably have taken around 4-5 days to get there. 

When you consider that she had to make such a journey at the worst possible time in her pregnancy do you think she questioned God’s sovereignty?

She might have had thoughts that God would arrange somehow for her son, the future ruler of the world, to be born in a palace.  It just did not work out right.  There was no place for the Son of God to be born. 

If you had been in Joseph’s shoes and couldn’t find a room what would you have done? 

The bible does not say where the Son of God was born; we presume a stable because he was laid in a manger.  William Barclay, a noted authority on Palestine in the time of Jesus says:  

“The accommodation for travelers was most primitive.  The eastern khan was like a series of stalls opening off a common courtyard.  Travelers brought their own food; all that the innkeeper provided was fodder for the animals and a fire to cook.  The town was crowded and there was not room for Joseph and Mary.  So it was in the common courtyard that Mary’s child was born.  The word translated manger means a place where animals feed; and therefore it can be either the stable or the manger which is meant.

What reason could there as to why the Lord of the Universe should be born in a stable and not find a place in the Inn? 

That there was no room at the inn for Jesus was symbolic of what was to happen to Jesus.  There was no room for Him in Herod’s kingdom so He was hunted.  No room for him in Rome’s plans so Pilate washed his hands of Him.  No room for him in Israel’s thoughts, so He was rejected and despised of men (Isaiah 53:3). As we look around the world as a whole there are many churches that have no room for Him in their plans, Revelation 3:20 says that the Lord stands outside the door of the church, knocking.  The only place where there was room was on a cross.  

Vs.8-20 

Shepherds were despised by the orthodox good people of the day. They could not keep the details of the ceremonial law due to the many hand washings and rules and regulations.  Those that were despised and looked down upon by men were graced by being the first to be told.  It was like God couldn’t wait to tell those that he loved about the birth of the savior, the poor and despised of this world.  The Lord has a heart for the poor and disenfranchised.
Where was the Messiah’s ministry to be?

Isaiah 9:1-7 tells us that the Messiah’s ministry would be in the region of Zebulon and Naphtali, which was in the north of the country.  The prophet goes on to tell us that it will be “Galilee of the Gentiles” that will see a great light (Isaiah 9:1).  This area of Israel was a place that had a great amount of spiritual darkness.  Isaiah puts it this way, “the people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”  It speaks so much of the character of Jesus that the bulk of His ministry would be in the areas of great spiritual darkness.  This speaks to me as a pastor and servant of Jesus, if we are to be like our Lord we should be those that will be found where the darkness is greatest in our cities.  I remember the motto of William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, he would send out those who wanted to serve into the pubs of London telling them to “go for sinners and go for the worst.”  Great sinners make great saints.  When God wants a great man of God, he finds a great sinner like Saul, whose name was changed to Paul the Apostle.  Maybe today these words find you in a darkness that seems to envelope you, be encouraged! He loves to come to places of darkness.  If He can change Saul’s heart, he can change yours.  If He can change my heart, and He has, I know He can do the same in your life, if you will turn your life over to Him.  Paul understood grace well, he said “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more.”  No matter how much darkness surrounds you, our God will come, if He is sincerely invited.  

44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 
46"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. 
"Come and see," said Philip (John 1:44-46).

When Nathaniel was told that the Messiah (the Greek translation of the Hebrew word is Christ, a title that means The Anointed One) was from Nazareth, he was shocked.  Nazareth did not have a good reputation.  While the site was settled during the period 600-900 BCE, it was too small to be included in the list of settlements of the tribe of Zebulon (Joshua 19:10-16), which mentions twelve towns and six villages. Nazareth is not included among the 45 cities of the Galilee that were mentioned by Josephus, and her name is missing from the 63 towns in Galilee mentioned in the Talmud.  It seems that not many had high hopes for Nazareth.  The early name "Nazarenes" given to the Christians might have been a derogatory nickname that the people of Judea gave to the followers of Jesus (Matthew 26:71, Acts 6:38).

Who was the ‘angel’ who first told you about Jesus?

We have already said how that when a child was being born people gathered to cheer and rejoice and that if it was a girl they went home.  Well, there was no welcoming committee for the Savior so God brought out His own welcoming committee, the angels of Heaven.

Why do you think God chose shepherds to receive the announcement from His angels of the birth of Christ?

The Temple authorities had their own private sheep folds with their own shepherds caring for them.  The lambs for the sacrifices of the Temple were pastured around Bethlehem as it was only 5 miles south of Jerusalem.  It is a lovely thought that the shepherds who were in charge of the Temple lambs were the first to see the Lamb of God come into the world. In His birth as in His life Jesus identified with the poor.  There is no one who can say “it was easier for Him, He had it better”

Mary “treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart” (v.19)

What do you think that means?

Vs.21-39

V24 say’s that Mary offered “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” The Holy Spirit is here showing us the poverty of Joseph and Mary.  When a woman had borne a child, if it was a boy she was unclean for 40 days, she could go about her normal business but she could not enter the Temple of the Lord or share in any religious ceremony.  At the end of that time she had to bring to the Temple a lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon for a sin offering.  That was expensive for some so the law laid it down (Leviticus 12:8), that if she could not afford a lamb she might bring another pigeon.  This offering was technically called the Offering of the Poor.  Jesus was born into a poor family, a home where every penny had to be looked at twice.

The prophecy of Simeon.

· He will be the cause whereby many will fall.  A man judges himself in that his response to the goodness and kindness of God in Christ.  If a man’s response to the free offering of Salvation is rejection, he is condemned

· He will be the cause whereby many will rise.  It is often when we get to our lowest point in life that Christ reveals Himself to us, He then lifts us out of our misery and emptiness and sets us on our feet again.

· He will meet with much opposition.  To follow Christ is to walk in opposition to the way of this world.  Just as Jesus had much opposition so will we, all those that will live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12).

· A sword will pierce your own heart too.  I’m sure that Mary had a lot to ponder on that one.  How painful it must have been to see her son hanging on a cross, a shameful death for a Jew, to hang from a tree was to be cursed of God (Deuteronomy 21:23).

When has God brought along to you an ‘Anna’ or ‘Simeon’ to confirm something in your life?

� Taken from William Barclay’s Daily Study Bible on Luke.


� William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible, The Gospel of Luke, page 21.


� Dr. James Fleming
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