Luke 1:1-38

The Power of Words
Warm-up: Have you ever been gripped by fear? It could have been a ride, a movie, or a time when your life was in danger, would you briefly tell us about it? (Luke 1:12).
    1Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

    5In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commandments and regulations blamelessly. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.     8Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.  11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 18Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years." 19The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time." 21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.     23When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25"The Lord has done this for me," she said. "In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people." 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

    26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." So the holy one to be born will be called[c] the Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God." 38"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her

Luke had carefully investigated everything from the beginning.  How deep have you searched out the truth of God’s Word? Would you stake your life on it?  (v.1-4). How much of a difference to living a life of faith would it be if you could take the time to search things out like Luke?
Luke, a gentile, (non Jew) was a doctor by profession (Colossians 4:14).  It is said that a minister sees men at their best; a lawyer sees men at their worst; and a doctor sees men as they are.  Luke saw men and loved them all.  The book was written to a man called most excellent Theophilus and the title given to him is the normal title for a high official in the Roman government.
Luke’s gospel is a careful piece of work.  For two years he was Paul’s companion in imprisonment in Caesarea.  In those long days he had every opportunity for study and research.  Verse 3 says that he had carefully investigated everything.  An example of his preciseness is the way he dates the emergence of John the Baptist by no fewer than six contemporary datings (Luke 3:1-2).

Luke is clearly bringing the message to his readers that all barriers are down; Jesus Christ is for all men without distinction.  He writes with the poor, despised and downtrodden in mind.
· The Kingdom of Heaven is not shut to the Samaritans (Luke 9:51-56).  Luke alone tells of the Parable of the Good Samaritan (10:30-37).  The one grateful leper is a Samaritan (Luke 17:11-19).  John can record a saying that the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans (John 4:9).  But Luke refuses to shut the door on any man.
· Luke shows Jesus speaking with approval of Gentiles whom the orthodox Jew would have considered unclean.  He shows us Jesus citing the widow of Zaraphath and Naaman the Syrian as shining examples (4:25-27).  The Roman centurion is praised for greatness of his faith (7:9).  Luke tells us of that great word of Jesus, “Men will come from east and west, and from north and south, and sit at the table in the kingdom of God” (13:29).
· Luke is supremely interested in the poor.  When Mary brings the offering for her purification it is the offering of the poor (2:24).  When Jesus is, as it were, setting out his credentials to the emissaries of John, the climax is, “the poor have good news preached to them” (7:22).  He alone tells the Parable of the Rich man and poor man (16:19-31).  In Luke’s account of the Beatitudes the saying of Jesus runs not, as in Matthew “blessed are the poor in spirit” (5:3), but simply “blessed are you poor” (Luke 6:20).
· Above all Luke shows Jesus as the friend of outcasts and sinners.  He alone tells of the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet and bathed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair in the house of Simon the Pharisee (7:36-50); of Zachaeus, the quisling tax gatherer (19:1-10); of the Penitent Thief (23:43); and he alone has the immortal story of the prodigal son and loving father (15:11-32).  All four Gospel writers quote from Isaiah 40 when they give the message of John the Baptist, “prepare the  way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for out God”; but only Luke continues to the quotation to its triumphant conclusion, “And all flesh shall see the salvation of God”(Luke 3:4-6).  Luke of all gospel writers sees no limits to the love of God.
· He was a true friend to Paul from the first expedition to Paul’s final hours.  “Only Luke is with me,” the aging Paul wrote to Timothy from his death cell (2 Tim 4:11).

· He was also humble.  Having also authored the book of Acts, he penned 28 percent of the New Testament yet he not once includes his own name in his work.  The closest he came  was in the “we” sections in Acts beginning in 16:10:

And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

(v.5-24)  The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold.

Zacharias, the central character in this scene, was a priest.  He belonged to the section of Abia.  Every direct descendant of Aaron was automatically a priest.  That meant there were too many priests, around twenty thousand priests altogether.  They were divided into twenty four sections.  Only at Passover, Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles were all involved.  For the rest of the year each section served two periods of one week each.  It was the highlight of their lives to finally get the chance to serve in the temple.  A lot was taken of each section to determine who should enter into the Holy place to offer incense (not the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest could enter, with the blood of a perfect sacrifice).  Marshall says that “No priest was permitted to offer incense more than once in his lifetime” 

What do you think it was like for him?  What do you picture in your mind? 
This was Zachariah’s big day.  It was an awesome thing to enter into the Temple.  Zachariah would have gone past the Alter of Sacrifice after the sacrifice had been made, he would have meticulously washed his hands and feet at the laver before climbing the steps and entering the Temple itself.  I’m sure his heart was pounding as he looked to his left and saw the large candelabra.  To his right was the table with the bread on it called the Table of Shewbread.  In the middle was the Alter of Incense before the many layered curtain 30 feet high separating the Holy place with the Most Holy Place, where the last item of furniture was kept, the Ark of the Covenant.  Even the furniture itself was laid out in the form of a cross.  One can only approach God by coming to the cross.  Of course, it was only one time a year that a person, the High Priest, could go beyond the Curtain, on the Day of Atonement, and then never without blood from a perfect sacrificial lamb.  When the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place with the blood, he had bells on the hem of his robe, if the other priests could hear the bells as he moved; they knew that he was still alive.  If he fell down dead, he had a red cord tied to him so that they could pull him out again.  All of these things would have been in the mind of Zachariah.
The Jewish Rabbis said that seven people were excommunicated from God and the list began, “a Jew who has no wife, or a Jew who has a wife and who has no child.”  Childlessness was a valid ground for divorce.  He would have felt especially favored of God that the lot had fallen to him to do this service in the Temple.
What do you think was the prayer that the Angel said had been heard?  (1:13).

It sure seems that by this time in his life, Zechariah has no hope that he would have a child, revealed by his unbelief even after being told by the Angel.  I think it was a prayer for the Messiah to come; it is quite possible that he may have even prayed for the Messiah’s forerunner to come.  The last prophet that was sent to Israel nearly four hundred years previously had prophesied:

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.  Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple, the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come, says the Lord Almighty.”
Zechariah would have been familiar with the passages of scripture concerning the coming of the Messiah and his forerunner, maybe he had even been reading about it before he entered into his duties that day.

It is a thought that often in the foreknowledge of God we can be the answer to our prayers.  Often God will lay a particular burden on our hearts before he reveals to us that we are the one called to be the answer to the prayer.
As he released the incense on the hot coals of the Alter of Incense which symbolized prayer, he would have prayed for the people of Israel, that the Messiah and His forerunner would come and release them from the cruel oppression of the Romans. 
If you had an opportunity to get very close to the Lord and know without a doubt that He would hear, and give you what you asked him for, what would you ask for?

Why do you suppose Zachariah was struck dumb?  
Actually, Zechariah must have been struck deaf too, for chapter 1, verse 62, says that at the circumcision of John, they made signs to Zechariah, to find out what he would like to name his son.  They would not have made signs if he could still hear.  The Bible says “how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.”(Matthew 12:34).  Your mouth will express what your heart believes.  My laptop computer is a wonderful machine and very helpful for writing these messages, but it can do nothing if I do not input it with the information that I want out of it.  If we dwell on all sorts of negativity, don’t be surprised if that is what you get out.   Unbelief and doubt will always hinder the power of God in your life.  Jesus would often put people out of the room when he thought that they would hinder the miraculous power of God with their doubt.  When he raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, James and John (Luke 8:51).  Faith is the only conductor for the power of God to flow.  Ask the Holy Spirit if He will stop you before speaking unbelief and doubt into any situation that you are in.  Begin to speak words of faith into your needs.
22"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
Notice from the passage above that Jesus used the word “says” twice in talking about faith that will move mountain sized impossible situations.  One must find out God’s will by prayer concerning a given situation, but as soon as the will of God is known, speak God’s word in faith.  When Jesus was asleep in the back of the boat while the disciples were crossing the Galilee, a storm came up that threatened their lives.  Jesus didn’t just roll with the motion of the boat; He stood up and commanded the wind and the sea (Luke 8:24).  Speak God’s word!
One thing that stands out here is that it was in God’s house that God’s message came to Zachariah.  God’s voice comes to those who will listen.  One should be very receptive when in Church; God will often speak to you through your pastor, the worship or other parts of our meetings.
Do you have an example of God speaking to you while you were in a Church meeting?

How did a word from God come to you? What or who did God use? 

What was the difference between Zachariah and Elizabeth’s response to the angel?
How did Elizabeth, his wife, respond?
v.24. says that she remained in seclusion.  Perhaps to keep herself away from anyone that would speak doubt and unbelief into their situation.  After Zachariah was struck deaf and dumb, it would have made her very aware that unbelief was a threat to this baby she had been waiting for all her life.
How come God often waits until it’s impossible before He acts? 
Luke 1:7 says that Zechariah and Elizabeth were well along in years and on top of that, Elizabeth was barren.  But Gabriel assures us that “nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 13:7).  Abraham was 99 years old before Sarah was pregnant.  God glorifies His name by working when things are impossible to all natural means.
The Birth of Jesus Foretold

How come a virgin was needed to bear the Messiah?

When our first ancestor, Adam, chose to disobey God, sin entered the world and mankind legally fell under satan’s dominion.  Paul writes in his letter to Rome about this, he says:

16”Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey?” (Romans 6:16).
Satan had a legal claim for every human being that came into the world, as they were all descendants of Adam.  As a slave owner, Adam and all his offspring were slaves to the one they obeyed.  He had the power of death over all of us, for all had sinned (Romans 3:23). 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he (Christ) too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him (satan) who holds the power of death—that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14).  
The only way for man to be redeemed (bought back) was through an innocent substitute, that would take upon Himself all the judgment that slaves of satan for all time had incurred.  The blood of an ordinary man would have no efficacy (Webster defines efficacy as meaning: “power to produce effects or intended results”). The seed of a man (Adam) did not bring forth Jesus, the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, and Jesus was conceived by the Spirit.  
34"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"    35The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.

When satan illegally crucified Jesus, he had no legal right to do so.  Jesus was not under his dominion because he was born with no sin in his life and had never sinned.  Satan had tried his best to get Jesus to sin, but had not succeeded.  Before the courts of Heaven, satan legally became a murderer, and you know that no murderer has any rights, all rights are taken away.  That’s why Jesus destroyed (rendered powerless), satan by His death.  God could only do this by Jesus being born a virgin.
What do you think scripture means when the passage says that the power of the Most High will overshadow her? (v.35).
Jim Bishop in his book The Day Christ Was Born talks about Mary‘s virginity.  “When the two mothers and fathers were agreed, the qiddushin took place.  This is a formal betrothal, and much more binding than other.  The qiddushin has the finality of marriage.  Once the marriage contract was negotiated, even though the marriage ceremony had not occurred, the bridegroom to be could not be rid of his betrothed except through divorce…. If Joseph had died between qiddushin  and marriage, Mary would have been his legal widow.  If, in the same period, another man had had knowledge of her, Mary would have been punished as an adulteress” During her engagement, Mary’s purity would have been under careful scrutiny.  Isn’t it interesting that God chooses that time for her to fall pregnant.
Notice the presence of the Trinity in Jesus’ conception (verse 35).
How do you suppose Mary felt about the angel’s message foretelling her supernatural pregnancy?

If you had been Mary, what would have been the hardest to comprehend?
· Being favored by God.

· Getting pregnant as a virgin.

· Who her child was going to be.

· How to explain her pregnancy to others, especially Joseph and her family.

How do you compare Mary’s response to Zachariah’s? 34"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 
In what area of your life do you need to believe that nothing is impossible to God?  (v.37). 37For nothing is impossible with God." 
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