How Can I Be Led By The Spirit?

Acts 16:6-10
Warm-Up Question: Share with us a big disappointment.  Something that you had hoped for and it didn’t happen.  It may be a vacation that didn’t happen, a promotion that went elsewhere, a relationship that did not work, a promised gift that did not come etc.

Acts 16:6-10 
Paul's Vision of the Man of Macedonia 

6Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 10After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
This is during the second missionary journey of Paul.  It started out as a visit to the Churches that had been started on their first journey to encourage and strengthen them (15:36).  Like a ship can be only steered as it moves through the water, the Spirit of God directs them as they go, so that they plant Churches in Macedonia, Berea, Philippi, and Corinth.  
1) Why would the Holy Spirit keep Paul from preaching the Gospel in the province of Asia?

2) The Greek word that is translated “having been kept by” means “to cut short,” “to lop” or “to trim.”  It seems that the missionaries were excited to be going into Asia, What happened to spoil their plans? what did that look like in your opinion? How did He cut them off, do you think?

3) Some situations in life are a result of God closing a door and others are just opposition from the enemy.  How is it possible to recognize the difference between the two?
4) In verse 7, we see the Spirit of Jesus not allowing them to go in another direction as well.  How do you think this missionary team felt? What do you think was going on in their minds and emotions? 

5) What do you read into the timing of the Macedonian call?

6) Why do you think God gave him a vision? why doesn’t God just show us His will by speaking in an audible voice like he did to Samuel the prophet (1 Samuel 3:4-14)
7) In what ways has God made his will and direction known to you?

8) It is possible that the level of faith and anointing for the miraculous that God needed for Ephesus was not fully grown in Paul.  There are growing pains that must come before a man or woman can move in the Spirit to the degree that one can move in the miraculous and not have a character setback.  What areas of growth can you see that God is calling you into before you can do all that he has laid on your heart to do? There were seven cities in the province of Asia (The seven that John wrote prophecies to in the book of Revelation) that were kept from him, the prime one being the city of Ephesus.  At a later time he was allowed by the Spirit to go to Ephesus (chapter 19) where he stayed for two years, the result being that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the Word of the Lord (19:10).  The spirit was poured out in a wonderful way with extraordinary miracles happening through Paul (19:11).  Handkerchiefs and aprons of Paul became the tools of healing (19:12).
9) What doors of ministry are opening to you?

10)  In the Parable of the Sower, there were four types of ground that received the Good Seed.  It is possible to interpret the passage by seeking to find the geographic areas where the soil is ready before we cast our pearls before swine.  The Church worldwide often sows energy and money and seed in geographic areas that are just not ready to receive the Word of God.  
A) Where is the soil ready in your opinion?

B) What can we do to do our part?  

Further Notes:  In the scriptures below, we see two instances of God’s leading in important situations, why didn’t God give them a more sure direction? 
Acts 15:25. (KJV)
It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

Acts 15:28. (KJV)
For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things;
