Getting in Line with the Ravens

1 Kings 17:1-16

Warm-up Question: Share the story behind the most different dining experience you have ever had.

The context of the passage that we are studying today is that of a time where an evil king, Ahab, arose to rule over Israel.  Ahab, we are told, did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those before him (1 Kings 16:30). To help him subjugate the people of Israel under the demonic worship of Baal, a false god, he married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the Sidonians (1 Kings 16:31). Baal supposedly, was the god of the rains and fertility. God sent the prophet Elijah, empowering him to shut up the heavens in opposition to Baal worship until God should prove that He alone was God through challenging the prophets of Baal to a showdown (1 Kings 18). While the three year drought continued (18:1), God provided for Elijah while he hid from the kings army: 
1Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word." 2Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah: 3"Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you there." 5So he did what the LORD had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed there. 6The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 8Then the word of the LORD came to him: 9"Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I have commanded a widow in that place to supply you with food." 10So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, "Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?" 11As she was going to get it, he called, "And bring me, please, a piece of bread." 12"As surely as the LORD your God lives," she replied, "I don't have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die." 13Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. 14For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the land.' "15She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-16).
Elijah’s enemy, Ahab, lived in the city of Samaria, 35 miles north of Jerusalem, in the hill country of Israel. Why would God send Elijah to a place outside of Israel, past the Sea of Galilee or the Jordan River, a good source of fresh water? 
a) God wanted to protect him because Ahab and Jezebel had been killing off as many prophets of the Lord as they could find (1 Kings 18:4). The first place Ahab’s men would be searching would be the Jordan River and the Galilee freshwater lake.
b) This was a time of judgment on Israel because of their idolatry in turning away from God to Baal. God always takes care of His people in the midst of a time of judgment: 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! (Luke 12:24). God fed the ravens and the ravens fed Elijah!

c) Elijah was being trained in the exercising of his faith by learning obedience and dependence. He experienced a period of loneliness as he grew in his ability to listen and obey God’s voice. We don’t know how long into the three years before he was sent to Zarephath.
d) Another lesson Elijah learned in the 3 years of drought was the lesson of seclusion away from the limelight. There are good lessons to be learned when we are like arrows hidden in God’s quiver. “He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver” (Isaiah 49:2).
In your minds eye, how do you picture the ravens feeding Elijah? 
Does supernatural provision still happen today? 
Day after day, the water trickled less and less in the Kerith Ravine as the drought took hold. Why did God wait until the brook actually dried up before He spoke to Elijah as to what to do next?
God took away the very provision that He had supplied Elijah with. God sometimes gives something or someone and later takes it away. What lessons can be learnt when God gives and later takes away? 
Elijah was sent to Zarephath, a suburb of Sidon, a city of Phoenicia, on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, to a woman in great need herself. Why does God send him more than 100 miles northwest to a widow that has nothing to give? 

a) It is good for spiritual leaders to also feel what the people that he ministers to are feeling. How can we care if we do not experience their pain and suffering?

b) This single mother had no one but God to care for her. Elijah, I feel sure, was the answer to her prayer of her last meal before killing herself and her son (Verse 12). Many times we don’t understand why God takes away something but later we find that we have been the provision of God for others.

Have you ever been the provision for others? How did it feel to meet the need of someone else? 
When you have a need in your life, where do you go?
What needs do you have that you would like prayer for tonight?

Finish with a time of prayer for one another after different needs arose during the group meeting.
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