Faith is Expectation

Luke 8:40-56
Warm-up: When you think of being warmly welcomed, what comes to mind? Is it a person? Is it an animal? What do they do that is so welcoming?
Have you ever been anywhere where you were not welcome? 

When I was in Boston, England, I visited a Church where they did not welcome me. 
40Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 
43As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 44She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 
45"Who touched me?" Jesus asked. 
When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you." 
46But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me." 
47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace." 
49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." 
50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." 
51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother. 52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep." 
53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.
Jesus was not welcome in the area of the Gadarenes across the lake of Galilee.  He had cast out the legion of demons and the local residents had asked him to leave.

Luke 8:37. Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

Jairus was expecting Him.

The woman subject to bleeding was expecting Him.

Luke 8:40. “Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him.”

Faith is to a great extent expectation.

What are you expecting that Jesus will do for you tonight?
What are you expecting that Jesus will do for you this time next year?

Faith is not about believing that Jesus can work miracles and healing, faith believes that He will.

What do you want Him to do? What are you expecting Him to do?
If you aim for nothing you are bound to hit it.

Jesus had just come back from across the river where he had cast out a legion of demons.  At such a wonderful deed as this the people had asked Him to leave them. 

Jesus has not changed; He’s the same yesterday, today and forever.

Some of you know that Sandy and I were involved in Church Planting twice in our history.  In our first Church Plant we worked with another couple, Rodger and Glenys London that are still very close friends.  We had a baptism in the sea one Saturday morning and had decided afterwards to have an impromptu worship and praise time just to give thanks and to tell the Lord how much we loved Him.  Tony Tiller was there.  Tony had been a crane driver down at the docks.  He worked on really high cranes that lifted containers out of the ships.  While he was working he had got very sick and had to be literally lowered down from the crane by a rope, he was too unwell to get down the steps on his own.  Well, whoever tied the knot around him did not tie it tight enough; he slipped out and crushed his vertebrae in the fall.  Tony was taking heavy duty painkillers for 14 years and was a cripple.  He could not walk with out crutches and could not do every day normal things like get his own shoes off amongst many other things.  He had to be carried into the sea for the baptism, one strong person each side of him holding him up.

The worship time was awesome! It was totally unstructured and we went from one song into another for around 45 minutes or so.  Rodger had a word of Knowledge that God wanted to touch Tony.  Tony came into the middle of this large room with around 30 of us sitting around and was prayed for; hands were laid on him according to the scriptures.  Rodger told him to do something that he could not do before he had prayer.  Tony bent over still in some pain.  Then he turned around looked at a normal stool that stood about two foot high and then from a standing position jumped clean over it!  He then proceeded to run into the corridor and with all of us aghast ran up and down leaping into the air and touching the ceiling with his hands!  His son who was 14 years old bawled his eyes out, he had never seen his father walk without his crutches and now he is watching him running and leaping into the air.  This event happened around 19 years ago in front of my own eyes and before God I am telling you that He has not changed, He is able to do such things today as when He walked on Earth.

I still have a photo of the front page of the local area newspaper with Tony jumping over something on the beach with the words “My Healing” on the front page.  As of five years ago Tony was still running around, hardly walking anywhere, it was like he was trying to catch up on all those 14 years of being a cripple.

Was it the praise? No, but it was a factor I think, because the presence of God was palpable in the room.  More than anything it was because of Tony’s need coupled with his faith and the expectation of Tony and others in that room. 

 Luke 8:40. Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him.
Jesus had been the other side of the Lake of Galilee which is approx 6 miles across by 12 miles north and south.  I think there were a number of people that were watching out for Him.  The woman that had been subject to bleeding for twelve years had probably heard about him and faith and desperation had risen in her heart.  How sick she was to find that He had gone to the other side of the lake. I think she was waiting for him along with many others for him to return.

Are you waiting for His return?  What a day that will be!

When Jesus got out of the boat Jairus stepped up and fell, not knelt, fell at His feet.  This was an important man.  He was a ruler of the Synagogue.  It was Jairus’ job to oversee all the inner workings of the synagogue.  We are not told where this city was; just that it was on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Word had gotten around that demons manifested in the meetings where Jesus spoke at (Mark 1:21).This was at a time when the synagogues were closed to Jesus.  He could no longer preach in the synagogues by order of the chief priests and ruling powers of the day.  Jesus was a person who was known to disobey the rules of men so that He could obey God.  Jairus did not care about his position as Ruler of the synagogue! He came to Jesus with his need.  Here was a man of humility who would get on His face before the only one who could heal his daughter.

How important do you consider yourself? Sometimes God requires of us to humble ourselves before His mighty hand that He might lift us up. Naaman, the leper General from Aram in 2Kings 5 is an example of one that was humiliated before he is healed. It might be an act of humility or it may be an act of faithful obedience, such as Tony’s jumping over a stool. Maybe it requires for you to apologize to one you have hurt.

Perhaps you need to ask God to forgive you for something that you knew was wrong but disobediently went ahead and did anyway.

Verse 42 says that the crowd was crushing him, what do you think was different about this woman?
Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment (Matthew 9:20-22). 

Notice in this parallel passage from Matthew what was going on inside the woman’s spirit.  She made a faith statement inside her heart to the Lord. Faith rose up in her to believe that if she could get close enough to just manage to touch the hem of his garment.  The word “fringe” or “hem’ depending on the translation you are using is the Greek word kraspedon, the Septuagint term for the tassel which male Jews were to wear on the corners of their outer garment. 

Tassels on Garments 
37 The LORD said to Moses, 38 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. 39 You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the LORD , that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes (Numbers 15:37-39).

Sure it was inspired by God but was conceived in her own heart.  In her heart she made a plan that God in His grace honored.  God responds to faith. 

We are told in verse 45 that the crowds were pressing against him.  How is it that some can crowd the Lord while others can touch him for their needs? What do you think is the secret of those that get their prayers and needs met?
Expectation or faith are key words in approaching God, but also determination, not allowing anything to put you off from getting your need met.
5Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.' 
7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 
9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened (Luke 11:5-10).
This principle of determination is what the woman has, no matter how big the crowd was. I imagine that she presses through almost on her knees trying to keep her identity secret, trying to get to Jesus. 

Remember she is unclean.  Her problem was that her bleeding uterus separated her from even coming into the synagogue and having fellowship with the godly.

19 " 'When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the impurity of her monthly period will last seven days, and anyone who touches her will be unclean till evening. 
20 " 'Anything she lies on during her period will be unclean, and anything she sits on will be unclean. 21 Whoever touches her bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 22 Whoever touches anything she sits on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 23 Whether it is the bed or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches it, he will be unclean till evening. 
24 " 'If a man lies with her and her monthly flow touches him, he will be unclean for seven days; any bed he lies on will be unclean. 
25 " 'When a woman has a discharge of blood for many days at a time other than her monthly period or has a discharge that continues beyond her period, she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the days of her period. 26 Any bed she lies on while her discharge continues will be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly period, and anything she sits on will be unclean, as during her period. 27 Whoever touches them will be unclean; he must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 
28 " 'When she is cleansed from her discharge, she must count off seven days, and after that she will be ceremonially clean. 29 On the eighth day she must take two doves or two young pigeons and bring them to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 30 The priest is to sacrifice one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this way he will make atonement for her before the LORD for the uncleanness of her discharge. 
31 " 'You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling place, which is among them.' " 
32 These are the regulations for a man with a discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of semen, 33 for a woman in her monthly period, for a man or a woman with a discharge, and for a man who lies with a woman who is ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 15:19-33).

This poor woman more than likely had not slept in a bed for some time, what hotel would have her! What friend would let her stay at their house, everything she touched would be contaminated. How scared she must have been as she was mingling with the crowd trying to get to Jesus, He was her only hope and He did not let her down. Mark tells us (Mark 5:26) that she had spent her all on the doctors and was no better but rather grew worse.  Luke perhaps does not record it because it looks bad on his profession as a doctor.
She was desperate.  She was alone. She was ashamed. I am sure that some looked down on her and judged her saying that this condition came on her as judgment, suspecting her of sex outside of marriage. As she touched the tassels of His garment she was healed instantly.  As we have seen, the blue tassels of the garment were to remind the Jewish people of the Word of God.  
 
He sent forth his word and healed them; he rescued them from the grave (Psalm 107:20).

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ (Romans 10:17).
The more we lay up God’s Word in our hearts the more we will walk in our life of faith.
Jesus felt power leave His body as the woman touched Him.

What depletes your energy level? What energizes you and fills you?
Why would Jesus stop and ask who touched him? 
I personally think that Jesus wanted God to get the glory for what was done.  Secondly, he was concerned for the woman that the healing was open before all the community, for her to reenter life and no longer be separated from her friends.  He wanted her to be able to go into the house of God and worship with all the rest of the congregation.  Verse 47 seems to indicate that she tried to keep it a secret what had happened to her.
Why would she be trembling?  
She took a huge risk. Jesus is well known as a Rabbi in who is the Spirit of God.  She would have thought that she would contaminate him with her own uncleanness and render him not able to heal the Ruler of the Synagogue’s daughter.  I am sure that she expected to be severely told off.
Back to Jairus.  Don’t you think it was hard for him!  We don’t know how far Jairus’s house was from the quayside but his daughter’s life is slipping away and then Jesus wants to stop and find out who has touched him when everyone around him is touching him, as they are trying to get down the middle of the street.  Precious seconds were ticking by as his only daughter’s life is hanging in the balance.  It was like an ambulance being stuck in a crowd of people. How he must have wept when they came and told him his daughter had died while he was on the way.
While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." 
Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." 

I love how Jesus responds to tears.  Don’t be afraid; just believe! (Verses 49-50)
Why would he put some people outside? 

57And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.
58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief (Matthew 13:57-58).
The professional mourners were in unbelief.  He put them outside.  Unbelief is not a good conductor of healing.  To move in the miraculous and in healing one must have faith in God.
Verse 56 tells us how this miracle was just for Jairus.  It was an intimate moment with the savior. Can you imagine the joy of your only child coming back to life from the dead!
He cares for us in our pain, He cares for us in our trouble. Jesus cares! 
Prayer: Help me, Father, to expect great things of you, help me to believe and to receive from your hand.

