Building the Kingdom

1 Corinthians 3:10-15
Go around in a circle, having each person answer the following question:

What was your first payday like?  How did you spend it or celebrate it? 

Today we will be looking at Paul’s concern for the Corinthian Church that they might receive a reward and not be disappointed at the end of their labors.  The context of the passage addresses their boastings concerning the different ministries of men (3:21).  It was clear to him that wrong motives, jealousies and quarrellings were going on (3:3).  In the middle of Chapter 3 he talks to them about the fruit of what he sees.  There are three main parts to the passage, The Foundation, The Construction and the Inspection.

Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.
The Foundation

1.
What words and phrases does Paul use to describe his ministry and the work that he was doing? (Observation question: give just enough time for people to discover and mention all the pertinent observations.  If it would be helpful, summarize the answers before moving on).

2.
What do you think Paul is talking about in his reference to a foundation and a building?  (Observation and interpretation question:  Let the people capture the idea that the foundation refers to the person of Christ.  Concerning the building, if it helps, a similar analogy is mentioned in Ephesians 2:19-22)

3.
In verse 10, who are the “each one” that are building and why should they be careful how they build?  (Interpretation question: Give people enough time to search the passage and formulate their thoughts.  Let them discuss until all ideas have been expressed)

4.
You are becoming today what you will be tomorrow.  Plans that we make now shape our future.  What plans have you made or can you make to ensure a good foundation?  (Application question: Give an opportunity for each to share, starting with yourself).

The Construction

1.
What are the building materials mentioned and what do they symbolize? (Observation and interpretation question: Give people enough time to search the passage and formulate their thoughts.  Let them discuss until all ideas have been expressed)

2.
In verse 13, what one word or phrase stands out to you and why? (Observation and interpretation question: Give people enough time to search the passage and formulate their thoughts.  Let them discuss until all ideas have been expressed)

The Inspection

1.
According to this passage, what will happen on “the Day?” (Observation question: give just enough time for people to discover and mention all the pertinent observations.  If it would be helpful, summarize the answers before moving on).

2.
In verse 13, the passage states that the quality of each mans work will be tested.  What do you think God is looking for when our works are tested?  (Interpretation question: Give people enough time to search the passage and formulate their thoughts.  Let them discuss until all ideas have been expressed)

3.  Look again at the command Paul gives at the end of verse 10, then look together at the related reward mentioned in verse 14.  What do you think this reward is? (Observation and interpretation question: Give people enough time to search the passage and formulate their thoughts.  Let them discuss until all ideas have been expressed)

4.      We can summarize our study by saying that Paul is not so much thinking of the building up of wrong things, but the building up of inadequate things.  If this is true, what difference does it make for you/us right now?  What one thing would you like to ask God to help you with as a result of what we have just discovered?

