Body Ministry at Work

I Corinthians 12:12-26
Warm up Question

Share a time in your life when you were physically hurt, and how you responded to the pain or injury.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. 

Introduction
In Matthew 13 the kingdom of God is compared to a fish net.  A fish net can only be effective when all of the net is pulling evenly together.  If there is more tension on one part of the net, that part is over stretched while other parts become slack.  The slack parts of the net may rest on the seabed where rocks and debris can cause that part of the net to be chafed out, creating a hole where the fish can escape.  Similarly, every Christian, like every knot in a fish net, has been given special abilities and a job to do in the body of Christ.  By understanding and valuing the unique role each of us plays in the body of Christ, the church is able to more effectively fulfill its’ mission.  

Group Discussion Questions:

1) Based on the analogy presented in I Cor. 12:12-13, is the Church better thought of as an organization or an organism?  How is the church similar to an organism? (Spirit gives life, different functions but one body, etc)

2) Paul uses the word “all” 3 times in verses 12 & 13.  Why the emphasis on that word?

3) Thinking about times when we’ve been hurt, how did other parts of our body compensate for the injured part?  How can this be reapplied in the body of Christ?

4) Verses 14-20 describe a dysfunctional church.  In what way(s) is it dysfunctional, and how does it relate to: 1) Our Church 2) The Worldwide Church? (Missing a sense of belonging, not being valued, etc)

5) Concerning having a sense of belonging, what has been your experience in your Christian life up to now and what can we learn from any bad experiences you may have had?

6) What factors might cause someone to devalue his or her role in the Body of Christ or choose not to be an active member?

7) What dysfunction do you see in verse 21?  (Independence)  How should the body be functioning together in verses 22-26?  (Dependence on and care for one another).

8) How does dependence on someone else make you feel, and why?

9) Does our culture promote inter-dependence or self-reliance and does this have an effect on the way we experience community in the Church?

10) Some people feel they don’t need to belong to a church to worship God.  What are some reasons why a Christian should be connected to a local Church?  What makes Small Groups so valuable?


11) Verse 26 talks about suffering with those that suffer and rejoicing with those that are honored.  How does this relate back to the analogy of the body?

While we take communion together, take a moment to reflect on our study and think about a joy and/or a concern you have that you might like to share when we break up into groups of 3 or 4 people so that we can pray about areas of concern and praise God for those areas of blessing.

[For Communion, read Matthew 26:26-29.  Have someone play or have a song playing on a CD or tape player that creates a worshipful atmosphere while sharing Communion together.  After Communion break up into groups of 3-4 to pray.  A recommended song is Matt Redman’s CD “The Friendship and the Fear” track 4 “I Will Offer Up My Life.”]

